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I WAS conducted into a straiglit and dark 
chainl)cr, and tlic cord wherewith my hands 
were bound was untied, and a shackle put 
tipon my right wrist; the flesh of my left was 
so galled with the cord, that the jailor was 
softened at the sight, and from the humanity 
of his own nature, refraijied from placing the 
iron on it, lest the rust should fester the (piick 
w'ound. 

Then I was left alone in the gloomy soli¬ 
tude of the prison-room, and the ponderous 
doors were shut upon me, and the harsh 
bolts driven with a horrid grating noise, that 
caused my very bones to dinle. But even in 
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tliat dreadful hour an unspeakable consola¬ 
tion came with the freshness of a breathing of 
tlie airs of paradise to iny soul. Methonght 
a wonderful light shone around me, that I 
heard melodious voices bidding me be of good 
dieer, .and that a vision oi' ray saintly grand¬ 
father, in the glorious vestments of his heavenly 
attire, stood before me, and smiled upon me 
witli that holy comeliness of countenance which 
has made his image in my remembrance ever 
diat of the most venerable of men ; so that, in 
the very depth of what I thought would have 
been the pit of despair, I had a delightful 
taste of those; blessed experiences of divirie 
aid, by which the holy martyrs were sustained 
in the hours of trial, and cheered amidst the 
torments .in which they sealed the truth of 
their testimony. 

After the favour of that sweet and celestial 
encouragement, I laid myself down on a pal¬ 
let in the comer of the room, and a gracious 
■sleep descended upon my eyelids, and steeped 
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the sense and memory of my griefs in forget¬ 
fulness. When I awoke the day was far 
spent, and the light throng]i the iron stainchers 
of the little window showed that the shadows 
4)f the twilightiWere darkening over the world. 
I raised myself on mf elbow, and listened to 
the murmur of the multitude that I heard still 
lingering around the })rison ; and sometimes I 
thought that I discovered the voice of a friend. 

In that siUiation, and thinking of all those’ 
dear cares which filled my heart with tender¬ 
ness and fear, and of the agonizing grief of 
my little hoy, the sound of whose cries still 
echoed in my bosom, I rose upon my knees 
and committed myself entirely to the custody 
of Him that can give the light of liberty to 
the captive even in the gloom of the dungt>on. 
And when I had done so» I again prepared 
to lay myself on the ground ; but a rustle in 
the darkness of the room drew my attention, 
and in the same moment a kind hand was laid 


on mine. 
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“ Sarali Loclivig,” said I, for I knew my 
wife’s gentle ^iressiire,—“ How is it •'tliat 

4 

you are wit!) me in this doleful place? How 
found you entrance, and I not hear you come 
in ?” 

But before she hafi time to make any 
answer, another’s fond arms were round my 
neck, and my affectionate young Michael 
wejtt upon my s1u)tdder. 

Bear with me, courteous reader, wlien I 
think of those things,—(hat wife and that 
child, and all that I loved so fondly, arc no 
moi'c ! But it is not meet that I should yet 
tell how my spirit was turned into iron and 
my heart into stone. Therefore will I still 
endeavour to relate, as with the equanimity 
of one* that v, ritc.s hut of indifferent things, 
what further enshed during the thirteen days 
of my captivity. 

Sarah Lochi ig, rvith the mildness of her 
benign voice, when we had mingled a few 
tears, told me, that after I went to Galloway 
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with Martha Swlnton, she had been moved hy 
our fici^hboiii s to come with our children into 
the town, as heinn; safi'r for a laiierly woman 
and a family left without its liead ; anil a pri>- 
widenlial tliin<» it was tliat slie liad done so; 
for on the very nielli? that my brother came 
off witlt the men of the jjarisli to join us, as I 
have noted down in its pi'oper jilace, a gani' 
of dragoons jdundered both his house and 
mine ; and but tliat our treasures Iiad" been 
timeously removed, his family having also 
gone that day into Kilmarnock, tlie outrages 
might have been unsjieakable. 

We then had .some household discour.se, 
anent what was to be done in the event of 
things coming to the worst with me; and it 
was an admiration to hear with what constan¬ 
cy of reason, and the gifts of a supported 
judgment, tliat gospel-hearted woman spoke 
of what she would do with her children, if it 
was the Lord’s pleasure to honour me with 
the crown of martyrdom. 
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“ But,” said she, “ I hao an assurance 
tvitliin that some great thing is yet in ^ore 
for you, tliougli the liope be clouded with a 
doubt that I’ll no be spar’t to see it, and 
tlierefore let us not despond at •this time, but^ 
use tlu- means that ProVidence may afford to 
effect your deliverance.” 

WJhIe we were thus conversinjr together 
the doors of the prison-room were opened, 
ajid aVian was let in who had a cruisie in the 
one hand and a basket in the other. lie was 
lean and pale-faced, bordering on forty years, 
and of a melancholy complexion ; his eye was 
quick, deep set, and a thought wild ; his long 
hair was carefully combed smooth, and his 
apparel was singularly well composed for a 
pcTson of his degree. 

Having set down the l^np on the floor, he 
came in a very reverential manner towards 
where I was sitting, with my right hand fet¬ 
tered to the ground, between Sarah Lochrig 
and Michael our son, and he said, with a 
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remarkable and gentle simjilicity of voice, in 
tl» Highland accent, that he had hcciureijucst- 
ed hy a righteous woman, Provost Reid’s wife, 
to hrinsr me a bottle of cordial wine and some 
little matter*, that I might require foi- bodily 
consolation. 

“ It’s that godly creature, Willie Suther¬ 
land the hangman,” .said my wife. “ Though 
Providence has dealt hardly with him, poor 
man, in this life, every body says he has got¬ 
ten arles of a .servitude in glory liereaftcr.” 

When he had placed the basket at the 
knees of Michael, he retired to a corner of 
die room, and .stood in the shadow, with his 
face turned towards the wall, saying, “ I’m 
conccrn’t that it’s no in my power to leave 
you to yoursels till Mungo Robeson come 
back, for he has lockit* me in, but I’ll no 
hearken to what you may sayand there 
was a modesty of manner in the way that he 
said this, which made me think it not possible 
he could be of so base a vocation as tlie pub- 
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lie executioner, and I whispered my opinion 
of liiin to Sarali Lochrig. It was, however, 
tlie case; and verily in the life and con¬ 
duct of that simple and pious man there was 
a manifestation of the truth, that to him 
whom the Lord favour's it signifleth not 
whatsoever his eaithly eondition may be. 

After I had jrartaken with my wife and 
.son of some refreshment which they had 
brought with them, and tasted of the wine 
that Provost lleid’s lady had *ent, we heard 
the bolts of the door drawn, and the clanking 
of keys, at which Willie Sutherland came 
forward from the comer where he had stood 
during the whole time, and lifting the lamp 
from the floor, and wetting his fore-finger with 
spittle as he did so, he trimmed the wick, 
and said, “ The tin»j?’s come when a’ persons 
not prisoners must depart forth the tolbooth 
for the night; but, Master Gilhaize, be none 
discomforted thereat, your wife and your little 
one will come back in the morning, and your 
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lot is a lot of jileasure; for is it not written 
in tfee book of Ecclesiastes, fourth and eiglith, 
There is one alone, and there is not a second; 
yea, he hath neither child nor brother?’ and 
^such an one agi I.” 

The inner door jf as tlirown open, and 
Mungo Robeson, looking in, said, “ I’m \cae 
to molest you, hut ye’ll hac to come out, IVIrs 
Gilhaize.” So that night we were separat* 
ed; and when Sarali Lochrig was gone, I 
could not hut ofl’er thanksgiving that my lines 
had fallen iti so pleasant a place, compared 
with the fate of my poor brother, suft'ering 
among strangers in the dolefid prison of Glas¬ 
gow, under the ravenous eyes of the prelate 
of tliat city, then scarcely less hungry for the 
bodies of the faithful and the true, than even 
the apostate James Sharp lymself. 
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( iiAr. II. 

Tin! deep sleep into wlikli I had fallen when 
Sarah Lochrig and my son were admitted to 
see me, and during the season of which they 
had sat in silence beside me till revived na¬ 
ture again unsealed my eyes, was so refresh¬ 
ing, that after they were gone away I was 
enabled to consider my condition with a com¬ 
posed mind, and free from the heats of passion 
and anxiety wherewith I had previously been so 
greatly tossed. And calling to mind all that 
had taken place, and the ruthless revenge with 
which the cruel prelates were actuated, I saw, 
as it were written jn a book, that for my pari 
and conduct I was doomed to die. I felt not, 
however, the sense of guilt in my conscience; 
and I said to myself, that this sore thing ought 
not to be, and that, as an innocent man and the 
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head of a family, I was obligated by all ex¬ 
pedient ways to cscajjo, if it were possible, 
from the grasps of the tyranny. So from that 
time, the first night of my imprisonment, I 
set myself U) devise the means of working out 
luy deliverance; and I was not long without 
an encouraging glimmer of hope. 

It seemed to me, that in the piety and sim¬ 
plicity of Willie Sutherland, instruments were 
given by which I might break through the 
walls of my j)rison ; and accordingly, when 
he next morning came in to see me, I failed 
not to try their edge. I entered into fli-s- 
ajurse with him, and told him of many 
tilings which I have recorded in this book, 
and so won ujxin his confidence and the single¬ 
ness of his heart, that he shed tears of grief at 
the thought of so many Jilameless men being 
ordained to an untimely end. 

“ It has pleased Clod,” said he, “ to make 
me as it were a leper and an excommunicant 
in this world, by the constraints of a low 
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estate, and without any fault of mine. But 
for this temporal ignominy, He will, in Hi,? 
own good time, bestow an exceeding great 
reward ;—and though I may he called on to 
fulfil the work of the persecutors,,it shall yet 
be seen of me, that I wiV abide by the in¬ 
tegrity of my faith, and that, poor despised 
hangman as I am, I have a conscience that 
will not brook a task of iui<juity, whatsoever 
the laws of man may determine, or the King’s 
judges decree.” 

I was, as it were, rebuked by this proud 
religious declaration, and I gently inquired 
how it was that he came to fall into a condi¬ 
tion so rejected of the world. 

“ Deed, sir,” said be, “ my tale is easy 
told. My parents were very poor needful 
people in Stratlmavjr, ami no able to keep 
me; ami it happened that, being cast on 
the world, I became a here!, and year by 
year, having a desire to learn the Lowland 
tongue, I got in that way as far as Paisley, 
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where I fell into extreme want and was almost 
fa^lished; for the master that I served there 
being in debt, ran away, by which cause I 
lost my pennydee, and was obligated to beg 
my bread, ^t that time many worthy folk 
in the shire of lleiif*ew having suffered great 
molestation from witchcraft, divei's malignant 
women, siispectit of that black art, were 
brought to judgment, and one of them being 
found guilty, was condemned to die. But no 
executioner being in the town, I was engaged, 
by the scrij)tural counsel of some honest men, 
who quoted to me the text, ‘ Suffer not a 
witch to live,’ to fulfil the sentence of the 
law. After that I bought a Question-book, 
having a mind to learn to read, that I might 
gain some knowledge of the W ord. Finding, 
however, the people of IJaisley scorn at my 
company, so that none would give me a lesson, 
I came about live years since to Irvine, where 
the folk are more charitable; and here I act 
the part of an executioner when there is any 
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malefactor to put to death. But ray Bible has 
in.structed me, that I ought not to execute aisy 
•save such as deserve to die; so that, if ye 
shoidd l)e condemned, as like is you will be, 
my conscience will ne’er allow me to execute 
you, for I see you are a (Christian man.” 

I was moved with a tender pity by the 
talc of the simple creature ; but a strong ne- 
ce-ssity was upon me, and it was needful that 
I should make use of his htmesty to help 
me out of prison. So I sj)oke still nio^e kind¬ 
ly to him, lamenting my sad estate, and that 
in die little time I had in all likelihood to 
live, till' rigour of the jailor would allow but 
little intercourse with my family, wishing 
smne conijiassionate Christian friend would 
intercede with him in order that my wife and 
children, if ’not permitted to bide all night, 
might be allowed to remain with me as long 
and as late as jiossible. 

The pious creature said that he would do 
for me in that respect all in his power, and 
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that, as Mungo Robeson was a sober man, ami 
«ye wanted to go home early to bis family, he 
would bide in the tolbooth to let out my wife, 
tliough it should be till ten o’clock at nigbt,— 
“ for,” said he piteously, “ I hae nae family to 
care about.” 

Accordingly he so set himself, that Mungo 
Robeson consented to leave the keys of the 
tolbooth with him ; and for several nights every 
thing was so managed that he had no reason 
to susj)eet what my wife and I were plotting; 
for he being of a modest and retiring natun', 
never spoke to her when she parted from me, 
save when .she thanked him as he lot her out; 
and that she did not do every night, le.st it 
should grow into a habit of expectation with 
him, and cause him to remark whijn the civi¬ 
lity was omitted. 

In the meantime all things being concerte<l 
between us, through the mean of a friend a 
cart was got in readiness, loaded with seem¬ 
ingly a hogget of tobacco and grocery wares. 
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but the hogget was em])ty and loose in the 
head. 

This was all settled hy the nineteenth of 
Deeeinher; on the twenty-fourth of the month 
the Chmnnissloners a])pointed to try«the Cove¬ 
nanters in the jjrisons throifghout the shire of 
Ayr were to open their court at Ayr, and I 
was, hy all who knew of me, regarded in a 
manner as a dead man. On the night of the 
twentieth, however, shortly before ten o’clock, 
James Oottera, our frieinl, came with the cart 
in at the town-head port, and in going down 
the gait stopped, as had been agreed, to give 
his beast a drink at the trough (jf the cross¬ 
well, o])posite tlie tolbooth-stair foot. 

When the clock struck ten, the time ap¬ 
pointed, ^ w'as ready dressed in my wife’s 
apparel, liaving, in llic course of the day, 
broken the chain of the shackle on my arm ; 
and the door being opened by Willie Suther¬ 
land in the usual manner, I came out, hold¬ 
ing a napkin to my face, and weeping in 
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sincerity very bitterly, with the thoiij^ht of 
ivHiit might ensue to Sarah Lochrig, whom I 
left behind in my j)laee. 

In reverence to my grief the honest man 
said notliing,* but walked by my side till he 
had let me out at tfie outer-stair head-door, 
where lie jiarted from me, carrying the keys 
to Mungo Ilobeson’s house, anealh the tol- 
booth, while I walked towards James Gottera’s 
cart, and was presently in the inside of the 
hogget. 

With great presence of mind and a soldier¬ 
ly self-possession, that venturous friend then 
drew the horse’s head from the trough, and be¬ 
gan to drive it down the street to the town-end 
port, striving as he did so to whistle, till he was 
rebuked for so doing, as I heard, by an^ild wo¬ 
man then going home, who*said to him that it 
was a shame to hear such profanity in Irvine 
when a martyr doomed to die was lying in the 
jtolbooth. To the which he replied scoffing- 
ly, “ that martyr was a new name for a sworn 
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rebel to kin^ and country,”—words which so 
kindled the wortliy woman’s ire, that she Be¬ 
gan to ban his prclatic ungodliness to such a 
degree that a crowd collected, which made 
me trend)le. For the I’^ople sided with the 
zealous carlin, and spoke*fiercely, threatening 
to gar James Gotteni ride the stang for his 
sinfulness in so traducing jicrsecutcd Chris¬ 
tians. What miglit have come to pass is hard 
to .say, had not Providence been pleased, in 
that most critical and perilous time, to cause 
a’ foul him in a thacket house in the Sea¬ 
gate to take file, by which an alarm was 
spread tliat drew off the mob, and allowed 
James Gottera to pass without farther moles¬ 
tation out at the town-end port. 
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CilAr. III. 

From the time of my evasion from the tol- 
Ixxjth, and durino; the- controversy between 
James Gottcra and tlie moh in tlie street, 
there was a whirlwind in iiiy mind that made 
me incapable of reason. But when we had 
passed thorough the town-end port, and the 
cart had stopped at tin? minister’s carse till I 
could throw off my female weeds and put 
on a .sailor’s garb, provided for the occa¬ 
sion, tongue nor pen cannot express the pas¬ 
sion wherewith my yearning soul was then 
affected. 

The thought of having left Sarah* Lochrig 
witliin bolts and bars, a ready victim to the 
tyranny which so thirsted for blood, lightened 
within me as the lightnings of heaven in a 
storm. I threw myself on the ground,—1 
grasped the earth,—I gathered myself as it 
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were into a knot, and howled with horror at 
my own selfish baseness. I sprung and 
cried, “ I will save her yet !” and I would 
have run instantcr to the town ; but the honest 
man who was with me laid his ^ip firmly 
upon my arm, and said in a solemn mtinner— 

“ This is no Christian conduct, llingan 
Gilhaize; the Lord has not forgotten to be 
gracious.” 

I glowered upon him, as he has often since 
told me, with a shudder, and cried, “ But I 
liae left Sarah I.ochrig in their hands, and, 
like a coward, run away to save mysel.” 

“ Compose yoursel, llingan, and let us rea,. 
son togetlier,” was his discreet reply. “ It’s 
vera true ye hae come away and left your wife 
as it were an hostage in the prison, but the 
pcr.sccutors and oppressors will respek the 
courageous affection oi a loving wife, and 
Providence will put it in their liearts to spare 
her.” 

“ And if they do not, what shall I then 



RINGAN GILHAIZE. 


21 


be ? and what’s to become of my babies ?— 
Tliord, .Lord, thou hast tried me beyond my 
strength!” 

And I again threw myself on tlie earth, 
and cj’ied {hat it miglit open and swallow me; 
for, thinking but of myself, I was become un¬ 
worthy to live. 

The considerate man stood over me in 
compassionate silence for a season, and al¬ 
lowed me to rave in my frenzy till I had ex¬ 
hausted myself. 

“ Ringan,” said he at last, “ ye were aye 
respekit as a thoughtful and discreet charac¬ 
ter, and ril no blame you for this sorrow; 
but I entreat you to collck yoursel, and think 
what’s best to be done, for what avails in 
trouble the cry of alas, alas! or* the shed¬ 
ding of many tears ? \*our wife is in prison, 
but for a fault that will wring compassion 
even frae the brazen heart of the remorseless 
James Sharp, and bring back the blood of 
humanity to the mansworn breast of Charles 
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Stuart. ]5ut tliough it were not so, they 
daurna liarni a hair of her head; for theiv 
are tilings, man, that the cruellest dread to 
do for fear o’ the world, even when they hae 
lost the fear o’ God. I count ht<r far safer, 
Kingan, frae the rage of the persecutors, 
whore she lies in prison aneath their bolts and 
bars, than were she free in her own hous-e; 
for it obligates them to deal wi’ her openly 
and afore mankind, whose good-will the worst 
(rf princes and prelates are, from an inward 
power, forced to respek ; whereas, were she 
sitting lanerly and defenceless, wi’ naelutdy 
near but only your four helpless wee birds, 
there’s no saying what the gleds might do. 
Therefore be counselled, my frien’, and dinna 
gi’c your)5el up utterly to despair; but, hke a 
man, for wliom the Lord has already done great 
things, mak use of the means which, in this 
jeopardy of a’ that’s sae dear to you, he has so 
graciously put in your power.” 

I felt myself in a measure heartened by 
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tills exhortation, and rising from tlie gi-onnd 
TOnTpleted the change I had hegiin in iny ap¬ 
parel ; but I was still tinahle to speak,—which 
he observing, said—■ 

“ Hae ye considered the airt ye ought now 
to take, for it canna be that ye’ll think of hid¬ 
ing in this neighbourhood ?” 

“ No; not in this land,” I exclaimed; 
“ would that I might not even in this life!” 

“ Whisht ! llingan Gilhaize, that’s a sin¬ 
ful wish for a (.'hristian,” said a comjiassionate 
voice at my side, which made us both start; 
and on looking round we saw a man who, 
during the earnestest of our controversy, had 
approached close to us unobserved. 

It was that gospel-teacher, my fellow-suffer¬ 
er, Mr Witherspoon ; and his sudden appari¬ 
tion at that time was a blcssetl accident, which 
did more to draw my thoughts from the an¬ 
guish of my affections than any thing it was 
possible for James Gottera to have said. 

He was then travelling in the cloud of 
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night to the town, liaving, after I parted 
from him in I.anerkshirc, endured many hardj 
sliips and perils, and liis intent was to pass 
to his friends, in order to raise a trifle of 
money to transport himself for a season int« 
Ireland. 

But James Gottcra, on hearing this, in¬ 
terposed his opinion, and said, a rumour 
was abroad that in all ports and towns of 
embarkation orders were given to stay the 
departure of passengers, so that to a surety 
he W'ould be taken if he atteinjited to quit the 
kingdom. 

By this time my mind had returned into 
something like a state of sobriety ; so I told 
him how it had been concerted between me 
and tSarah Lochrig, that I .should pass over 
to tlie wee Ciimbrae, there to wait till the 
de.stroyers had passed by ; for it was thought 
not possible that such an inordinate thirst for 
blood, as had followed upon our discomfltuFe 
at Bullion-green, could be of a long contii 
5 
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nuance; and I besooched liiin to come with 
mS, tcllinff him that I was provided witli a 
small purse of money in ease need shoidd re¬ 
quire it, but in the charitable liearts of the 
pious we miyit count on a richer store. 

Accordingly we* agreed to join our for¬ 
tunes again; and having parted from .lames 
Gottcra at Kilwinning, we went on our way 
together, and my heart was refreshed by the 
kind admonitiojis and sweet converse of my 
companion, though ever and ano7i the tliought 
of my wife in prison, and our defenceless 
lambs, shot like a fiery arrow tlirough my 
bosom. But man is by nature a sordid cre-a- 
turc, and the piercing December blast, the 
threatening sky, and the frequent shower, 
soon knit up my tlioughts with thf care of 
my worthless self; mayb? there was in that 
the tempering hand of a beneficent Provi¬ 
dence; for when I have at divers times since 
considered how much the anguish of my inner 
sufferings exceeded the bodily molestation, I 

VOL. III. B 
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could not l)ul confess, tliough it was with a 
lunnblcd sense ef iny own selfishness, that' it 
was well for me, in such a time, to be so 
respited from the ujtbraidings of my tortured 
.•ifiecfions. 

But not to dwell on tlie specialties of my 
own feelings on that ineinorable night, let it 
suffice, that after walking some four or five 
miles towards Pencorse ferry, where we meant 
to jtass to tile island, I became less titid less 
attentive to the edifying discourse of Mr 
Witherspoon, and his nature also yielding to 
the influenct.'s of the time, we travelled along 
the bleak and satidy shore between Ardrossan 
and Kilbride hill without the interchange of 
<-onvcrsation. The wind came wild and gurly 
from the sea,—the waves broke heavily on 
the sliore,—and the' moon swiftly wading the 
cloud, threw over the dreary scene a wander¬ 
ing and ghastly light. Often to the blast we 
were obligated to turn our hacks, and the rain 
being in our faces, we little heeded each other. 
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In tliat state, so like sullcnness, we liad 
journeyed onward, it might be better than a 
mile, when, liappening to observe something 
lying on the sliore as if it liad been e<ist out 
by the sea, I cried under a sense of fear— 

“ Sto]), Mr Witiiers])oon ; wliat’s lliat 
In the same niomeul he uttered a dreadful 
sound of horror, and on looking round, I 
saw we were three in eoiti])any. 

In the name of Heaven,’’ exclaimed Mr 
Witherspoon, “ who and what are .you that 
walk with us ?” 

But instanter our fears and the mystery of 
the ajtpeartinee were tlisjtelled, hjr it was rny 
brother. 
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CHAP. IV. 

“ Wekl, Ringan,” .said my brother, “ we 
I lave met again in this world ; it’s a blessing 
I never looked forand he held out his two 
hands to take hold of mine, but the broken 
finks of the shackle still round my wrist made 
him cry Qut— 

“ A\'hat’s this ^—Whare haeye come frae? 
but I needna inquire.” 

“ I have broken out of the tolbooth o’ Ir- 
\ ine,” said I, “ and I am fleeing here with 
Mr Witherspixm.” 

“ I too,” replied rny brother mournfully, 
“ hae escaped from the hands of the perse¬ 
cutors.” 

We then entered into some conversation 
concerning what had happened to us respec- 
tivelv, from the fatal twenty-eighth of No- 
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vember, wlien our power and host wi-re scat¬ 
tered on Rulliou-green, wherein Mr Wither¬ 
spoon, with me, rehearsed to Iiim the accidents 
herein set forth, with the circumstantials of 
some things tliat befell the godly man after 
I left him with th^' corj)se of the baby in his 
arms; but which l)eing in some j)oints less of 
an adventurous nature than had hap})en(!d to 
myself, I shall be pardoned by the courter)ns 
reader for not enlarging upon it at greater 
length. I should however here note, that Mr 
Witherspoon was not so severely dealt with 
as I was; for though an outcast and a fugi¬ 
tive, yet he was not a prisoner; tm (he con¬ 
trary, under the kindly cover of the Liuly 
Aucliterfardel, whose excellent and truly 
covenanted husband was a sore sufferer by 
the fines of the year he received great 

hospitality for the space of sixteen days, and 
was saved between two feather beds, on the 
top of which the laird’s aged mother, a bed¬ 
rid woman, was laid, when some of Drum- 
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niond’s men searched the house on an infor¬ 
mation against him. 

But disconsolatory as it was to licar {>f such 
treatment of a go.spel-ministcr, thougli light- 
i.iied hy tlie reflection of the saintly constancy 
tliat was yet to he founi^ in tlie land, and 
among persons too of the liudy of Auchter- 
fai-del’s degree, and seveic' as the trials were, 
both of body and mmd, which I liad my.self 
undergone, yet were they all as nothing com¬ 
pared to the hardships of my brother, a man 
of a temperate sobriety of manner, bearing 
all changes with a serene countenance and a 
placable mind, while feeling them in tht' ut¬ 
termost depths of his capacious aflcctions. 

“ On the night of the battle,” said he, “ it 
woidd not be easy of me to tell which way 
1 went, or what ensuyd, till I found myself 
with three destitute companions on the skirts 
of the town of Falkirk. By that time the 
nwrning was beginning to dawn, and we per¬ 
ceived not that we had approached so nigh 
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unto any bigget land; as the day, however, 
broke, the steeple caught our eye, and we 
halted to consider what we ought to do. And 
as we were then standing in a field diffident 
to enter tli <2 town, a young woman came from 
a house that stances a little way off the road, 
close to Graham’s dyke, driving a cow to 
grass with a long staff", whicli I the more 
remarked as such, because it was of the In¬ 
dian cane, and virled with silver, and headed 
with ivory. 

“ ‘ Sirs,’ said Menie Adams, for that was the 
damsel’s name, ‘ I see what ye are, but I’ll no 
.speir; howsever, be ruled by me, and gang na 
near the town of Falkirk this morning, for 
atwish the hours of dark and dawn there has 
been a congregationing o’ horses and men, 
and other sediments y’ war, that I hae a 
notion there’s owre meikle o’ the King’s 
power in the place for any Covenanter to 
enter in, save under the peril o’ penalties. 
But come wi’ me, and I’ll go back wi’ you. 
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and in our hay-loft you may scog yoursels 
till the gloaming.’ 

“ Who could have thought,” said my bro¬ 
ther, “ that in such discourse from a young 
woman, not ])assing four and twenty years 
of age, and of a ])leasant aspect, any guilty 
stratagem of blood was hidden !” 

He ;md hi.s friends never questioned her 
truth, but went with her, and she conducted 
them to her father’s house, and lodged them 
in the hay-loft. 

It seems that Mcnie Adams was, however, 
at the time betrothed to the prelatic curate 
that had been laid upon the parish, and that, 
in consequence, aneath her courtesy, she had 
txMicealed a very treacherous and wicked in¬ 
tent. For no sooner had she got my brother 
and his three companions into the hay-loft, 
than she hies herself away to the town, and, 
in the hope of pleasing her prelatic lover, 
informs the captain of the troop there of the 
birds she had ensnared. 
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As soon as the false ^vomau had thus com¬ 
mitted the sin of perfidy, she went to the 
curate to brag how she had done a service to 
his cause; but he, though of the prelatic ger¬ 
mination, being yet a person who liad some 
reverence for truth and llie gentle mercies 
of humanity, was ’ so disturbed by her un¬ 
womanly disposition, tha! he hade her de])art 
from his presence for ever, and ran with all 
possible speed to waken the poor men wliom 
she had so betrayed. 

On his way to the Iiouse he saw a party ol 
the soldiers, whotn their officer, as in duty 
bound, was sending to seize the unsus])ecting 
sleepers, and running on before them, he 
just got forward in time to give the alarm. 
My brother and one of them, Esau War- 
drop, the wife's brother of James (iottera, 
who had been so instrumental in my evasion, 
were providentially enabled to get out and 
flee; but the other two were taken by the 
soldiers and carried to prison. 
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Tlic base conduct of that Menie Adams, 
as we some years after heard, did not go long 
iinvisitcd by the displeasure of Heaven; for 
some scent of her guilt taking wind, the 
whole town, in a sense, grew wud against 

t 

lier, and she was mobbet, and the wells pump¬ 
ed upon her by the enraged multitude; and 
she never recovered from the handling that 
she therein suffered. 

My brother and Esau Wardrop, on getting 
into the open fields, made all the speed they 
could, like the panting h.art when pursued by 
the hunter, and distnisting the people of that 
part of the country, they travelled all day, 
not venturing to aj)j)roach any reeking house, 
"^rowards gloaming, however, being hungry 
and faint, the craving of nature overcame 
their fears, and they went up to a house 
w'here they saw a light burning. 

As they approached' the door they falter¬ 
ed a little in their resolution, for they heard 
the dissonance of riot and revelry within. 
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Tlieir need, however, was great, and the im¬ 
portunities of liunger would not be pacified; 
w) they knocked, and the door was soon open¬ 
ed by a soldier, tlic party within being a 
horde of IJalziePs men, living at free (piar- 
ters in the house ^of that excellent Christian 
and much—persecuted man, the Laird of 
Uinglewood. 
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CHAP. V. 

The moment that the man who came to the 

I 

d(H)r saw, by tlie glimpse of the light, that 
both my brother and Esau Wardrop had 
swords at their sides, he uttered a cry of 
filarm, thinking the house was surrounded; 
at which all the riotous soldiers within flew to 
their arms, while the man wdio opened the 
door seized my brother by the throat and 
harl’t him in. The panic, however, was but 
of short duration; for my brother soon ex- 
[Kiunded that they were two perishing mea 
who came to surrender themselves; so the 
door was again openefl, and Esau Wardrop 
commanded to come in. 

“ It’s but a justice to say of those rampa¬ 
geous troopers,” said my brother, “ that, con¬ 
sidering us as prisoners of war, they Vere 
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free and kind enough, tliough they mixked 
at our cause, and derided the equipage of 
our warfare. But it was a humiliating sight 
to see in what manner they deported them¬ 
selves towards the unfortunate family.” 

Ringlewood himself, wlio had remonstrated 
against their insolence to his aged letidy, tliey 
had tied in his arm-chair and j)laced at the 
head of his own table, round which they sal 
carousing, and singing the roister ribaldry of 
camp-songs. At first, when my brother was 
taken into this scene of military domination, 
he did not observe the laird ; for in the \q)- 
roar of the alarm the candles had been over¬ 
set and broken, but new ones being sworn 
% and stuck into the necks of the bottles 

of the wine they were lavishly drinking, he 

» 

discovered him lying as^it were asleep where 
he sat, with his head averted, and his eyes 
shut on the iniquity of the scene of oppression 
with which he was oppressed. 

Some touch of contrition had led one of 
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the soldiers to take the aged matron under 
his care; and on his intercession she was not 
placed at the table, but allowed to sit in a 
corner, where she mourned in silence, with 
her hands clasped together, an(J her head 
bent down over them upon her breast. The 
laird’s grandson and heir, a stripling of some 
fifteen years or so, was obligated to be page 
and butler, for all the rest of the house had 
taken to the hills at the approach of the 
troopers. 

As the drinking continued the riot increas- 
c-d, and the rioters growing heated with their 
drink, they began to quarrel: fierce words 
brought angry answers, and threats were fol¬ 
lowed by blows. Then there was an interpo- 

sition, and a shaking of hands, and a pledging 

» 

of renewed friendshij^ 

But still the demon of the drink continued 
to grow stronger and stronger in their kind¬ 
ling blood, and the tumult was made perfect 
by one of the men, in the capering of his ine- 
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briety, ri.slng from his seat, and taking the 
old leddy by the toupic to raise her head as 
he rudely placed liis foul cup to her lips. 
This called up tlie ire of the fellow who had 
sworn to protect her, and lie, not less intoxi¬ 
cated than the insultcr, came staggering to 
defend her; a scuffle ensued, the insidter was 
cast with‘a swing away, and falling against 
the laird, who still remained as it were 
asleep, with his head on his shoulder, and his 
eyes shut, he overthrew the chair in which 
the old gentleman sat fastened, and they botli 
fell to the ground. 

The soldier, frantic with wine and rage, 
was soon, like a tiger, on his adversary; the 
i;est rose to separate them. Some took one 
side, some another; bottles were seized for 
weapons, and the table^was overthrown in the 
hurricane. Their serjeant, who tvas as drunk 
as the worst of them, tried in vain to call 
them into order, but they heeded not his call; 
which so enraged him, that he swore they 
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should shift their quarters, and with that 
seizing a burning brand from the chumla, he 
ran into a bedchamber that opened from the 
room where the riot was raging, and set fire 
to the curtains. 

My brother seeing the fiames rising, and 
that the infuriated war-wolves thought only 
of themselves, ran to extricate lUnglewood 
from the cords with which he was tied; and 
calling to the leddy and her grandson to quit 
the burning house, every one was s<x>n out of 
danger from the fire. 

The sense of the soldiers was not so over¬ 
borne by their drink as to prevent them from 
seeing the dreadful extent of their outrage; 
but instead of trying to extinguish the flames^ 
they marched away to seek quarters in some 
other place, cur.sing the serjeant for having 
.so unhoused them in such a night. 

At first they thought of carrying my bro¬ 
ther and Esau Wardrop with them as prison¬ 
ers ; but one of them said it would be as well 
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to give the wyte of the burning, at head¬ 
quarters, to the rebels; so they left them be¬ 
hind. 

Es^ Wardrop, with the young laird and 
my grandfather, seeing it was in vain to stop 
the progress of the |ire, did all that in them 
lay to rescue some of the furniture, while 
poor old Ringlewood and his aged and gentle 
lady, being both too infirm to lend any help, 
stood on the green, and saw the devouring 
dement pass from ro<jm to room, till their un¬ 
dent dwelling was utterly destroyed. Fortu¬ 
nately, however, the air was calm, and the 
emthouses escaping the ruinous contagion of 
the flames, there was still a bcild left in tlie 
bacp to which they could retire. 

In the meantime the light of the burning 
spread over the country; ^ut the people know¬ 
ing that soldiers were quartered on Ringle¬ 
wood, stood aloof in the dread of fire-arms, 
thinking the conflagration might be caused 
by some contest of war; so that the mansion 
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rtf a gentleman much beloved of all his neigh¬ 
bours was allowed to burn to the ground 
before their eyes, without any one venturing 
to come to help him, to so great a degree had 
distrust and the outrages of military riot at 
that epoch altered the hearts of men. 

My brother and Esau Wardrop staid with 
Ringlewood till the morning, and had, for 
the space of three or four hours, a restoring 
sleep. Fain would they have remained longer 
there, but the threat of the soldiers to accuse 
them as the incendiaries made Ringlewood 
urge them to depart; saying, that maybe a 
time would come when it would be in his 
power to thank them for their help in that 
dreadful night. But he was not long exposed 
to many sufferings ; for the leddy on the day 
following, as in after-time we heard, was 
seized with her dead-ill, and departed this life 
in the course of three days; and the laird 
also, in less than a month, was laid in the 
kirk-yard, with his ancestors, by her side. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Afteii leaving Rir^lewixxl, the two fugi¬ 
tives, by divers journeyings and sore passages 
through moss and moor, crossetl tiie Balloeh 
ferry, and coming down the nortli side of the 
Clyde fritli to Ardmore, tliey boated across 
to Greenock, wliere, in little more than an 
hour after their arrival, they wore taken in 
Euphan Blair’s j)ublic in Cartsdyke, and the 
same night marched off’ to Glasgow; of all 
which I have already given intimation, in re¬ 
cording my own trials at Inverkip. 

But in that march, as my brother and Esau 
Wardrop were passing wit^ their guard at the 
Inchinnan ferry, the soldiers heedlessly laying 
their firelocks all in a heap in the boat, the 
thought came into my brother’s head, that 
maybe it might be turned to an advantage if 
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he was to spoil tlie powder in the firelocks; 
so, as they were siting in the boat, he, with 
seeming innocence, drew his hand several 
times through the water, and in lifting it, took 
care to drop and sprinkle the powder-pans o^^ 
the firelocks, in so much, that by the time 
they were ferried to the Renfrew side, they 
were spoiled for immediate use. 

“ Do as I do,” said he softly to' Esau 
Wardrop, as they were stepping out, and 
with that he feigned some small expedient for 
tarrying in the boat, while the soldiers taking 
their arms, leajA on shore. The ferryman 
also was out before them; and my brother 
seeing this, took up an oar, seemingly to help 
him to step out; but pretending at the time 
to stumble, he caught hold of Esau’s shoulder, 
and pushing with t^'e oar, shoved off the boat 
in such a manner, that the rope was pulled out 
of the ferryman’s hand, who was in a great 
consternation. The soldiers, however, laugh¬ 
ed at seeing how the river’s current was carry- 



RINGAN GILHAIZE. 


45 


iag away their prisoners ; for my brother was 
in no hurry to make use of the oar to pull 
the boat back ; on the contrary, he pushed 
her farther and farther into the river, until 
one of the guards beginning to suspect some 
stratagem, levelled hi? firelock, and threaten¬ 
ed to shoot. Whereupon my brother and 
£sau quickened their c.xertions, and soon 
reached the opposite side of the river, while 
the soldiers were banning and tearing with 
rage- to be so outwitted, and their firelocks 
rendered useless for the time. 

As soon as the fugitives were within wade- 
able reach of the bank, they jumpit out of 
the boat and ran, and were not long within 
the Scope of their adversaries’ fire. 

By this time the sun was far in tife west, 
and they knew little of tRe country about 
where they were ; but, before embarking, the 
ferryman had pointed out G) them the abbey 
towers of Paisley, and they knew that, for a 
long period, many of the humane inhabitants 
1 
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of tliul town had been among the faithfuUest 
of Scottishrnen to the cause of the Kirk and 
Covenant; and therefore, they thought that, 
under the distraction of their circumstan¬ 
ces, maybe it would be their’wisest course 
to direct their steps, *in the dusk of the 
evening, towards the town, and they threw 
aside tlieir arms, that tliey might pass as 
simjjle wayfaring men. 

Accordingly, Ijaving loitered in the way 
thither, tliey reached Paisley about the heel 
of the twilight, and searching their way into 
the heart of the town, they found a respect¬ 
able public near the Cross, into which they 
entered, anil ordered some consideration of 
vivers for supper, just as if they had been oil 
market'business. In so doing nothing par¬ 
ticular was remarked of them ; and my bro¬ 
ther, by way of an entertainment before 
bed-time, told his companion of my grand¬ 
father’s adventure in Paisley, the circumstan¬ 
tials whereof are already written in this book; 
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drawing out of what had come to pass with 
him, cheering aspirations of happier days for 
themselves. 

While they were thus speaking, one of the 
town-council. Deacon Fulton, came in to have 
a cap and a crack with any stranger that 
might be in the house.—This deacon was a 
man who well represented and was a gotxl 
swatch of the plain honesty and strict principles 
which have long governed within that ancient 
borough of regality. He seeing them, and 
being withal a man of shrewd discernment, 
eyed them very sharply, and maybe guessing 
what they were and where they had come 
from, entered into a discreet conversation 
with them anent the troubles of the time. In 
this he showed the pawkrie, that so well be¬ 
comes those who sit in tvjuncft], with a spicerie 
of that wholesome virtue and friendly sympa¬ 
thy of which all the poor fugitives from the 
Pentland raid stood in so great need. For, 
without pretending to jealouse any thing of 



48 


RINGAN GILHAIZE. 


what they were, he spoke of that business as 
the crfick of the day, and told them of many 
of the afflicting things which had been perpe¬ 
trated after the dispersion of the Covenanters, 
saying— 

“ It’s a thing to be deplored in all time 
coming, that the poor misguided folk, con- 
cern't in that rash wark, didna rather take 
refuge in the towms, and among their bre¬ 
thren and fellow-subjects, than flee to the hills, 
where they are hunted down wi’ dog and gun 
as beasts o’ an ill kind. Ileally every body’s 
wae for their folly ; though to be sure, in a 
government sense, their fault’s past, pardon. 
It’s no indeed a thing o’ toleration, that sub¬ 
jects iire to rise against rulers.” 

“ T*ue,” said my brother, “ unless rulers 
fall against subjects.” 

The worthy magistrate looked a though 
seriously at him; no in reproof for what he 
had said, or might say, but in an admonitory 
manner, saying— 
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“ Ye’re owre douce a like man, I think, 
to hae been either art or part in tliis Jiead- 
strong Reformation, unless yc liad some great 
cause to provoke you ; and I doubt na ye hae 
discretion enough no to contest without need 
points o’ doctrine; ait least for me, I’m laitli 
to enter on ony sort o’ polemtic, for it’s ;i 
Gude’s truth, I’m nae deacon at it.” 

My brother discerning by lii.s manner that 
he saw through them, would have refrain’t at 
the time from further discourse ; but Rsau 
Wardrop was, though a man of few words, 
yet of such austerity of faith, that he could 
not abide to have it thought he was in anv 
tune or place afraid for himself to bear his 
testimony, even when manifestly uncalled on 
to do ; so he here broke in upon the esnsider- 
ate and worthy counsellor, «ind said— 

“ That a covenanted spirit was lx)und, at 
a’ times, and in a’ situations, conditions, and 
circumstances, to uphold the cause.” 

“ True, true, we are a’ Covenanters,” re- 
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plied I he deaeon, “ and Glide forbid that 
1 should e’er forget the vows I took when I 
was in a manner a bairn ; but there’s an uneo 
diffcrenei' between the aulfl covenanting and 
this Lanerk New-light. In tKe auld times, 
our forebears and our *£‘athers covenanted to 
show their power, that the king and govern¬ 
ment might consider what they were doing. 
And they betook not themselves to the sword, 
till the ((uiet warning of almost all the realm 
united in one league had proved ineffectual; 
.111(1 when at last there was nae help for’t, 
.'Ik! they were called by their conscience 
and dangers to gird themselves for battle, 
thev went forth in the might and power of 
the arm of flesh, as weel as of a righteous, 
cause. ^ Hut, sirs, this donsic business of the 
Pentland raid wifk but a splurt, and the pub¬ 
lishing of the Covenant, after the poOT folk 
had made themselves rebels, was, to say the 
least o’t, a weak conceit.” 

\V(' were not rebels,”cried Esau Wardrop. 
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“ Hoot toot, friend," said the eouiisellor. 
“ ye’re owre hasty, I did na ea’ tlie ])()or 
folk rebels in the sense of a rebellion, when' 
might takes the lead in a eontroversy wi’ riglil, 
but because they liad risen ayainst (he law." 

“ There can be fiae rebellion against a law 
that teaches things over whieli man can have 
no control, the thought and the conscience," 
said Esau Wardrop. 

“ Aye, aye," rcj)lie(l the counsellor, “ a’ 
that’s vera true ; but if it please the wi.sdoin 
of the King, by and with the advice of his 
privy counsellors, to prohil)it cerUiin actions— 
and surely actions are neither thoughts nor con¬ 
sciences,—do ye mean to say that tiie subject’s 
no bound to obey sucii royal orditiances.^'’’ 

“ Aye, if the acts are in tltemselva's harm¬ 
less, and trench not itpon* any man’s rights of 
property and person.’’ 

“ Weel, I’ll no debate that wi’ you," re¬ 
plied the worthy counsellor; “ but surely ye’ll 
ne’er maintain that conventicles, and the de- 
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serlion of the regular and appointed places of 
worshif), are harmless; nor can it l>e denied 
that sie tilings do not tend to aggrieve and 
impair the clergy baith in their minds and 
means ?” 

“ I confess that,” said !Esau; “ but think, 
that the conventicles and desertions, whereof 
ye sjieak, sjirang out of an arbitrary and un¬ 
called-for disturbance of the peaceful worship 
of God. Evil-counselling caused them, and 
evil-counselling punishes them till the punish¬ 
ment can be no longer endured.” 

“ Ve’re a doure-hcaded man,” said Deacon 
Fulton, “ and really ye hae gi’en me sic a 
cast o' your knowledge, that I can do no less> 
than make you a return ; so tak this, and 
liide nae' langer in Paisley than your need? 
call.” With that he laid his jmrseon the tabk 
and went away. But scarcely had he depart¬ 
ed the house, when who should enter but 
the very soldiers from whom my brother and 
Esau had so marvellously escaped. 
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CHAP. VII. 

The noise W taking up niy bmtlier and Esau 
Wardrop to tlie toK)ootli by tlie soldiers l)retl 
a great wonderment in the town, and the ma¬ 
gistrates eame into the prison to sie th<'m. 
Then it was that they recognised their friend¬ 
ly adviser among those in autlioritv. Hitt he 
signified, by winking to them, that they should 
not know him; to which they comported 
themselves so, that it passed as he could have 
wished. 

“ Provost,” said he to the chief magistrate, 
who was tlien present with them, “ though 
thir honest men be concerned in a f»et against 
the. king’s government, they’re no just ini¬ 
quitous malefactors, and therefore it behoves 
us, for the little time they are to bide 
here, to deal compassionately with them. 
This is a damp and cauld place. I’m sure 
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u e might gi’e them the use of the council- 
chamber, and direk a bit spunk o’ fire to be 
kindl’t. It’s, ye ken, but for tliis night they 
are to be in our aught; and their crime, ye 
ken, provost, was mair o’ the judgment tlian 
the heart, and tlierefore w*! shoidd think how 
we are a’ prone to do evil.” 

J$y this sort t)f petitionary exliorting, that 
worthy man carriixl his jtoint; and the pro¬ 
vost consented that the prisoners should be 
rentoved to the council-chamber, where he 
directed a fire to be lighted for their solace. 

“ Noo, honest men,” said their friend the 
deacon, when he was taking leave of them, 
after seeing them in the council-room, “ I 
hope ye’ll make yoursels as conforttable as 
men in yvmr situation can reasonably Ite; 
and look ye,’’ said he to my brother, “ if the 
wind should rise, and the smoke no vent sae 
weel as y'e coidd wis’, which is sometimes the 
ca.se in bh)wy weatlier when the door’s shut, 
just open a wee bit jinkie o’ this window, and 
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he gave him ii squeeze on the arm—it looks 
into my yard.—Heli! hut it’s weel mindet, the 
bar on my back-yett’s in the want o’ re])ara- 
tion-—I maun see til’t the morn." 

There wAs no didieulty in reading ihe 
whumplet meaning«of this eouthlness anent 
the reeking o’ the chamber ; and my brother 
and Esau, when the door was locket on them 
for the night, .soon found it ex))edient to ojk ii 
the window, and next morning tlie kind coun¬ 
sellor had more occasion than ever to get the 
bar o’ his back-yett re})aired; for it liad 
yielded to the grip of the ))risoners, who, 
long afore day, were far beyond tlie eyi' and 
jurisdiction of the magistrates of Paisley. 

They took the straight road to KilmariuH-k, 
intending, if possible, to hide them.selves 
among st)me of my brother Jaeob’s wife’s 
friends in that town. He had himself been 
dead some short time before; but in t he 
coarse of their journey, in eschewing the 
high-road as much as possible, they found a 
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good friend in a cotter who lived on the edge 
of the Mearns moor, and with him they were 
persuaded to bide till the day of that night 
when we met in s<} remarkable a manner on 
the sands of Ardrossan; and thb cause that 
brought him there was « 9 ne of the severest 
trials to which he had yet been exposed, as I 
shall now rehearse. 

James Grcig, the kind cotter who sheltered 
them for the better part of three weeks, was 
but a |)oor man, and two additional inmates 
consumed the meal which he had laid in for 
himself and his wife, so that he was obligated 
to apply twice for the loan of some from a 
neighbour, which caused a suspicion to arise 
in that neighbour’s mind; and he being loose- 
tongued, ,and a talking man, let out what he 
thought in a public at Kilmarnock, in pre¬ 
sence of some one connected with the soldiers 
then quartered in the Dean-castle. A party, 
in consequence, had that morning been sent 
out to search for them ; but the thoughtless 
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man who had done the ill was seize<l with a 
remorse of conscience for his folly, and came 
in time to advise them to flee ; l)ut not so 
much in time as to ])revent them from hi'iiiff 
seen by the soldiers, who no sooner discovered 
them than they jmrsued them. What Iwcami' 
of Esau Wardrop was inwer known ; he was 
no doubt shot in his flight ; but my brother 
was more fortunate, for he ke])t so far l)efore 
those who in particular jtursued him, that, al¬ 
though they kept him in view, they covdd not 
overtake him. 

Running in this way for life and lilw^rty, 
became to a hou.se on the road-side, inhabited 
by a lanerly woman, and the door being open 
he darted in, passing thorough to the yard be¬ 
hind, where he found himself in an enclosed 
place, out of which he saw no other means of 
escajxt but through a ditch full of water. 

Jldie depth of it at the time he did not think 
of, but plunging in, he found himself uj) to 
the chin; at that moment he heard the sol- 

c 2 
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cliers at hand ; so the thought struck him to 
remain wlierc he was, and to go under a 
bramble-husli that overhung the water. By 
this means lie was so effectually concealed, 
tlnit the soltliers, losing sight of him, wreaked 
their anger and disappointment on the poor 
v\oin;in, dragging her witl*) them to the Dean- 
east le, where they threw her into the dun¬ 
geon, in the darkness of which she perished, 
as was afterwards well known through all 
that country-side. 

After ('scaping from the ditch, mv hrolhei 
turned his course more nortiierly, and had 
closed his day of suffering on Kilbride-liill, 
where, drtiwn by his affections to seek some 
knowledge of his wife and daughter, he had 

O O’ 

i-esolved to risk himself as near as possible to 
V (diarist that night; and coming along with 
the shower on his back, which blew so strong 
m our faces, he saw us by the glimpses 'if 
the tempestuous moonlight as we were ap¬ 
proaching, and had denned himself on the 
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road-side till we should pass, heiiij; I'earlvil 
we mi^ht prove enemies. Some aeeideiital 
lament or complaint, uttered unconsciously In 
me, made him, however, think he knew the 
voice, and moved therelty, he started up, and 
had just joined us when he was tliscovered m 
so awakening a manner. 

Thus came iny hrother and 1 to meet atier 
the raid of Penlland ; and having heard from 
me all that he could reasonably hojie for, re 
garding the most valued casket of his alfia 
fions, he came along with Mr Wilhi‘rs|)ooM , 
and we were next morning safely ferried over 
into the wee Cumraes, by James I’lowter 
the ferryman, to whom we were both well 
known. 

There was then only a licrd’s house on the 
island; hut there could he no truer’or kitider 
Christians than the herd*and his wife. We 
with them till far in the year, hearing 
often, through James Plowter, of our friends; 
and above all the joyous news, in little more 
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than a week after our landing, of Sarah 
TiOchrig having been permitted to leave the 
tolbooth of Irvine, without farther dule than 
a reprtxif from Provost Reid, that had more 
in it of commendation than reproach. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

It is well set fortli in all the various his¬ 
tories of this dismm epoch, that the cry of 
blood had gone so vehemently up to heaven 
from the graves of the martyred Covenanters, 
that the Lord moved the heart of Charles 
Stuart to more merciful measures, but only 
for a season. The apostate James Sharp and 
the other counsellors, whose weakness or wick¬ 
edness fell in with his tyrannical proselytising 
purposes, were wised from the rule of power, 
and-the Earls of Tweeddale and Kincardine, 
with that learned sage and philosopher Sir 

John Murray, men of more beneficent dispo- 

«... 

in-the Privy Council at Edinburgh ;—so that 
all in our condition were heartened to return 
to their homes. 
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As soon as \vc* heard that the ravenous 
soldiery were withdrawn from the shire of 
Ayr, my brother and I, with Mr Wither- 
spxjn, after an abode of more than seven 
months in yon solitary and rocky islet, re¬ 
turned to Quharist. But, O courteous reader, 
I dare not venture to tell of the joy of the 
meeting, and the fond intermingling of em¬ 
braces, that was too great a reward for all our 
sufferings;—for now I approach the memo¬ 
rials of those things, by which the terrible 
Heavens have manifested that I was ordained 
from the beginning to launch the bolt that 
was chosen from the quiver in the armgry of 
the Almighty avenger, to overth?ow the op¬ 
pressor and oppression of my native land. It 
is therefore enough to state, that upon my' 
return home, where I expected to find my 
lands waste and my fences broken down, I 
found ail things in better order than ■tiiey 
maybe would have been had the eye of the 
nmster been over them; for our kind neigh- 
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hours, out of a friendly consideration for iny 
family, had in the spring tilled the ground 
and sown the seed, hy day-and-day-alK)ui 
labour; and surely it was a pleasant thing, 
in the midst of such a general <lepravity of 
the human heart, so prevalent at that period, 
to hear of such constaiicy and christian-mind- 
edness ; for it was not towards niy brother and 
me only that such things were done; the 
same was common throughout the country 
towards the lands and families of the perse¬ 
cuted. 

But the lown of that time was as a ))et ilay 
in winter. In the harvest, however, when 
the proposal came out that we .should givi 
bonds to keep the peace, I made no scrujile 
of signing the same, and of getting my wife's 
father, who was not out in the raid, t6 be my 
cautioner. In the doing of this I did not re¬ 
nounce the Covenant, but, on the contrary, I 
considered that by the bonds the King was as 
much Iwiind to preserve things in the state 
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under which I granted the bond, as I was to 
remain in the quiet condition I was when I 
signed it. 

After the bonds of peace came the indul- 
g'ence, and the chief heritors of our parish 
having something to say with the Lord Tweed- 
dale, leave was obtained for Mr Swinton to 
come back, and we had made a paction with 
Andrew Dornock, the prelatic curate and in¬ 
cumbent, to let him have his manse again. 
But although Mr Swinton did return, and 
his family were again gathered around him, 
ho would not, as he said himself to me, so far 
l)ow the knee to Baal as to bring the church 
of Christ in any measure or way into Erastian 
dej)endence on the civil magistrate. So he 
neither would return to the manse nor -enteir 
the pulpit, but continued, for the space irf 
several years, to reside at Quharist, and to 
preach on the summer Sundays from the win¬ 
dow in the gable. 

In the spring, however, of the year 1674, 
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be, after a lingering illness, closed his life and 
ministry. For sometime he had felt himself 
going hence, and the tenour of his prayers and 
sermons had for several months been of a high 
and searching* efficacy; and he never failed, 
Sabbath after Sabbath^ just before pronounc¬ 
ing the blessing, to return public thanks that 
the Lord was drawing him so softly away 
ficom the world, and from the storms that 
were gathering in the black cloud of jjrelacy 
which still overhung and darkened the min¬ 
istry of the Kirk of Scotland,—a method of 
admonition that was awfully awakening to 
the souls of his hearers, and treasured by 
them as a solemn breathing of the inspiration 
of prophecy. 

When he was laid in the earth, aad Mr 
Witherspoon, by some hanging on my part, 
was invited to 11 the void which his removal 
had left among us, the wind again began 
to fisle, and the signs of a tempest were 
seen in the changes of the royal Councils. 
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The gracious-hearted statesmen before spoken’ 
of were removed from their benignant spheres 
like falling stars from the firmament, and 
the Duke of Lauderdale was endowed with 
the fK)wer to persecute and domineer. 

Scarcely was he seated in the Council when 
the edicts of oppression were renewed. The 
prelates became clamorous for his interferraice, 
and the penalties of the bonds of peace pre¬ 
sented the means of supplying the inordinate 
wants of his rapacious wife. Steps were accord¬ 
ingly soon taken to appease and pleasure both. 
The court-contrived crime of hearing the Gos¬ 
pel preached in the fields, as it was by John 
in the Wilderness and Jesus on the Mount, 
was again prohibited with new rigour; and I 
for one soon felt that, in the renewed per^ 
cution of those ■w4io attended the conventicles^ 
the King had again as much broken the con¬ 
ditions under which I gave the bond of 
peace, as he had before broken the vows op 
the Solemn League and Covenant; so that 
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when the guilty project was ripened in his 
bloody councils, that the West Conn try 
shotild be again exasperated into rebellion, 
that a reason might be procured for keeping 
up a standing afmy, in order that the three 
kii^doms might be rulad by prerogative in- 
«te<td of parliament, I freely confess that I was 
one of those who did refuse to sign the Isinds 
that were devised to provoke the reln'llion, 
—bonds, the terms whereof sufficiently mani- 
fesGed the purpose that governed the framers 
in the framing. We were required by them, 
under severe penalties, to undertake that nei¬ 
ther our families, nor our servants, nor our 
tenants, nor the servants of our tenants, nor 

any others residing upon our lands, shouhl 

* 

withdraw from the churches or adhere tocon- 
Wttticles, or succour field-prfachers, or jxt- 
stms who had incurred the penalties attached 
to these prelate-devised offences. And be- 
jibse we refused to sign these bonds, and 
eontinued to worship God in the peacefulness 
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of the Gospel, the whole country was treated 
by the Duke of Lauderdale as in a state of 
revolt. 

The English forces came mustering agaioit 
us on the borders, the Irish* garrisons were 
drawn to tlie coast •to invade us, and die 
lawless Highlanders were tempted, by their 
need and greed, and a royal promise of in¬ 
demnity for whatsoever outrages they might 
commit, to come down upon us in all their 
fury. By these means ten thousand ruthless 
soldiers .and unreclaimed barbarians were let 
loose upon us, while we were sitting in the 
sun listening, I may say truly, to those gra¬ 
cious counsellings which breathe nothing htJt 
peace and good-wiU. When, since the bont-i 
ing rflays of Dioclesian the Roman Spi- 
peror,—when, wince the massacre of the 
testants by orders of the French king, mt 
the eve of St Bartholomew, was so black a 
crime ever perpetrated by a guilty govajJ|;* 
ment on its own subjects ? But I was myself 
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among the greatest of the sufferers; and it is 
needful that I should now clothe my thoughts 
with sobriety, and restrain the ire of the pen 
of grief and revenge.—Not revenge ! No; let 
the word be here—justice. 

The Highland host came on us in want, and, 
for their license to destroy, in beggary. 
Yet when they returned to tlicir wild liomes 
among the distant hills, they were laden a.s 
with the household wealth of a realm, in .so 
much that they were rendered defenceless by 
the weight of their spoil. At the bridge of 
(vll^^w, the students of the College and the 
bthw brave youths of that town, looking on 
with true Scottish hearts, and wrathful 
to tee that the barbarians had Iteen such rob- 
hers of their fellow-subjects, stopped above 
|<ro thousand of them, and ^fx>k from them 
tbeir congregations of goods and wares, wear- 
mg apparel, pots, pans, and gridirons, and 
Pjner furniture, wherewith they had burden¬ 
ed themselves like Itearers at a flitting. My 
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house was stript to a wastage, and every thing 
was taken away; what was too heavy to be 
easily transported was, after being carried some 
distance, left on the road. The very shoes 
weri‘ taken off my wife’s feet, and “ ye’ll tiOf 
he a refuse to gi’e mtf that,” said a red-haired 
reprobate as he took hold of Sarah Lochrig’s 
hand, and robbed her of her wedding-ring. 

I was present and saw the deed; I felt my 
hands clench ; but in my spirit I discover^ 
that it was then the hour of outrage, and that 
the Avenger’s time was not yet come. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Rarely has it fallen t<> the lot of man tg he so 
blessed with such children as mine ; but surely 
i was unworthy of the blessing. And yet, 
though maybe unworthy, I^ord, thou knowest 
by the nightly anthems of lhankfulne.ss that 
rose from my hearth, that the chief sentiment 
in my breast, in those moments of melotly, 
was my inward acknowledgment to Thee for 
having made this world so bright to me, 
with an offspring so good and fair, and with 
Sarah Lochrig, their mother, she whose life 
was the sweetness in the cup of my felicity. 
Xret me not, however, hur(^ on, nor forget 
that I am but an historian, and that it befits 
not the juridical pen of the character to dwell 
IHson my own wftes, when I have to tell of 
the sufferings of others. 
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The trials and the tribulations which 1 
had heard so much of, and whereof I had 
witnessed so many, made me in a sense 
but little liable to be moved when told of 
any new outrage. But the • sight of that 
Highlander wrenching, from Sarah Lochrig’s 
finger our wedding-ring, did, in its efiPe^ 
and influences, cause a change in my natuj^ 
as sudden, and as wonderful, as that whichifie 
rod of Moses underwent in being quick«i#d 
into a serpent. a 

For some time I sat as I was sitting while 
the deed was doing; and when my wife, 
the plunderers had departed, said to me, 
soothingly, that we had reason to be tha^-' 
ful for having endured no other loss than & 
little world’s gear, she was surprised at 
.sedateness with < which I responded to faet, 
pious condolements. Michael, our first-boRfi, 
then in the prime beauty of his manhood, 
had been absent when the robbery was co4l| 
mittetl, and coming in, on hearing what had 

6 
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been done, flamed with the generous rage 
of youth, and marvelled that I had been 
ao calm. My blithe and blooming Mary, 
joined her ingenuous admiration to theirs, 
but my mild and sensible Margaret fell iijKjn 
my neck, and weep^g cried, “ O ! father, 
it’s no worth the doure thought that gar.s 
^our brows sae gloomwhile Joseph, the 
IfQungest of the flock, then in his twelfth 
brought the Bible and laid it on my 

opened the book, and would have read a 
portion, but the passage wliich caught my 
«y5liras, the l>eginning of the sixth chapter 
of Jeremiah, “ O ye children of Benjamin, 
g|Cther yourselves to flee out of the midst of 
jferusalem, and blow the trumpet in^Tekoa, 
and set up a sign of fire jp Beth-haccerem: 
for evil appeareth out of the north, and great 
destruction.” And I thought it was a voice 
j^ltng me to arm, and to raise the banner 
agtunst the oppressor ; and thereupon I shut 
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the book, and retiring to the fields, communed 
witli myself for some time. 

Having returned into the house, and sent 
Michael to my brother’s to inquire how it 
had fared with him and his family, I at the 
same time directed Jo^ph to go to Irvine, 
and tell our friends there to help us with a 
supply of blankets, for the Highlanders bi^ 
taken away my horses and driven off my 
tie, and we had no means of bringin|P^j|. 
thing. 

But Joseph was not long gone when Mi¬ 
chael came flying back from my brother^*, 
and I saw by his looks that something veiy 
dreadful had been committed, and said-— 

“ Are they all in life 

“ Aye, in life !” and, the tears rushn^ 
into his eyes, he exclaimed, “ But O! X 
wish that my cousin Bell had been dead and 
buried !” 

■' 'Bell Gilhaize, my brother’s only daughtei^ 
was the lightest-hearted maiden in all out 
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parish. It had long been a pleasiin both U> 
her father and me to observe a iiiingling of 
affections between her and Michael, and the 
year following had been fixt for their mar¬ 
riage. 

“ The time of wSeping, Michael,” said I, 

is past, and the time of warring will soon 
come. It is not in man to bear always ag¬ 
gression, nor can it be retpiired of him ever 
to endure contumely.” 

“ What has befallen Bell .^” said his mo¬ 
ther to him; but instead of making her any 
answer he uttered a dreadful sound, like the 
howl of madness, and hastily (juiltetl the 
house. 

Sarah Lochrig, who was a woman of a 
serene reason, and mild and graciofls in her 
nature, looked at me wifh a silent sadness, 
that told all the anguish with which the 
horror that she guessed had darted into her 
soul; and then, with an energy that I never 
saw in her before, folded her own two 
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daughters to her bosom, as if she was ia 
terror for them, and bathed their necks with 
tears. 

While we were in this state my brother 
himself came in. He was now* a man well 
stricken in years, but of a hale appearance, 
and usually of an open and manly counte¬ 
nance. Nor on this occasion did he app^ 
greatly altered; but there was a fire in hht 
eye, and a severity in his aspect, such as I 
had never seen before, yet withal a fortitude 
that showed how strong the self-po8sesH^_ 
was, which kept the tempest within him from' 
breaking out in word or gesture. 

“ Ringan,” said he, “ we have met with « 
misfortune. It’s the will of Providence, and 
we maun bear it. But surely in the anger that' 
is caused by provdoation, our Creator tells US 
to resent. From this hour, all obligation, 
obedience, allegiance, all whatsoever that as 
a subject I did owe to Charles Stuart is 
an end. I am his foe; and the Lord put 
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•b'ength into tny arm to revenge the ruin of 
my bairn!” 

There was in the utterance of these words 
a solemnity at first terrifying to hear; but liis 
voice in the last clause of the sentence falter¬ 
ed, and he took off‘his bonnet and held it 
over his face, and wept bitterly. 

'I could make him no answer for some 
l^e; but I took hold of his hand, and when 
had a little mastered his grief, I said, 
* Brother, we are children of the same pa- 
jKnts, and the wrongs of one are the wrongs 
of both. But let us not be hasty.” 

'He took the bonnet from his face, and look- 
ad at me sternly for a little while, and then he 
said— 

“ Ringan Gilhaize, till you have felt what 
I feel, you ne'’er can know that the speed o'" 
lightning is slow to the wishes and the will 
of revenge.” 

At that moment his daughter Bell was 
brought in, led by my son Michael. Her fa- 
5 
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ther, at the sight of her, clasped his hands 
wildly above his head, and rushed out of the 
house. My wife went towai’ds her, but stop¬ 
ped and fell hack into iny arms at the sight 
of her demented look. My daughters gazed, 
and held up their trembling hands. 

“ S[>eak to her,” said Michael to his sis¬ 
ters ; “ she’ll maybe heed youand he 

added, “ Bell, it’s Mary and Peggy,” and 
dropping her hand, he went to lead Mary to 
her, while she stood like a statue on the spot. 

“ Dear Bell,” .said I, as I moved myself 
gently from the arms of my afflicted wife, 
“ come wi’ me to tiie open airand I topk 
her by the hand which poor Michael had 
dropped, and led her out to the green, but 
still slie looked the same demented creature. 

Her father, who»,had by this time again 
overcome his distress, seeing us on the gfeen,' 
came towards us, while my wife and daugh¬ 
ters also came out; but Michael could no 
longer endure the sight of the rifled rose that 
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he had cherished for the ornament of his bo¬ 
som, and he remained to hide his grief in the 
house. 

“ Her mind’s gone, llingan,” said my bro¬ 
ther, “and •she’ll ne’er be better in this 
world!” Nor was ^e ; but she lived many 
inontlis after, and in all the time never slied 
a«tear, nor breathed a sigh, nor s])oke a 
word ; where she was led, she went; where 
ahe was left, she stood. At last she became 
no weak that she could not stand; and one 
day, as I was sitting at her bedside, I observ¬ 
ed that she lay unusually still, and touching 
her hand, found that all her sorrows were 


over. 
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CHAP. X. 

From the day of the deaolation of his daugh* 
ter, my brother seldom held any communion 
with me; but I observed that with Michael 
he had much business, and though I asked 
no questions, I needed not to be told that 
there was a judgment and a doom in what 
they did. I was therefore fearful that sonm 
rash step would be taken at the buriaJL of 
Bell; for it was understood that all the neigii- 
Ixjurs far and near intended to be present to 
testify their pity for her fate. So I spokjs to 
Mr Witherspoon concerning my fears, and 
by his exhortations the body was borne to 
the kirk-yard in a solemn and pet^jpible 
manner. 

But just as the coffin was laid in the grave, 
and before a spadeful of earth was thrown. 



RINGAN GILUAIZE. 


81 


a boy came running, crying, “ Sharp’s kill’t!— 
the apostate’s dead !” which made every one 
turn round and pause; and while we were 
thus standing, a horseman came riding by, 
who confirmed the tidings, that a band of men 
whom his persecutions had made desperate, 
had executed justice on tlie apostate as he 
was travelling in his carriage with his daugh¬ 
ter on Magus-moor. While the stranger was 
telhng the news, the corpse lay in the grave 
unburied; and, dreadful to tell! when he had 
made an end of his tale, there was a shout of 
joy and exultation set up by all pre.sent, 
except by Michael and my brother They 
stood unmoved, and I thought—do I them 
any wrong ?—that they looked discon-solate 
and disappointed. 

But though the judgment on Jaftnes Sharp 
was a cause of satisfacdon to all covenanted 
heatts, many were not yet so tom by the 
persecution as entirely to applaud the deed. 
I shall not therefore enter upon the parti- 

n 2 
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culars of what was done anent those who 
dealt his doom, for they were not of otir 
neiglibourhood. 

The crime, however, of listening peacefully 
in tile /ields to the truths of the Gospel be- 

c 

came, in the sight of the persecutors, every 
day more and more heinohs, and they gave 
Uiemselves up to the conscience-soothing ty¬ 
ranny of legal ordinances, as if the enact¬ 
ment and execution of hloody laws, contrary 
to those of God, anti against the unoffending 
privileges of our nature, were not wickedness 
of as dark a stain as the murderer’s use of his 
secret knife. Edict and proclamation against 
field-preachings and conventicles came follow¬ 
ing each other, and the latest was the fiercest 
and fellest of all which'had preceded. But the 
cause of thuth, and the right of communion 
with the Lord, was not to be given up ; “ It 
is not for glory,” we said in the words of 
those brave Scottish barons that redeemed, 
with King Robert the Bruce, their native 
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land from the thraldom of the English Ed¬ 
ward, “ nor is it for riches, neither is it for 
honour, but it is for liberty alone we contend, 
which no true man will lose but with his 
lifeand therefore it was that wc woukl not 
yield obedience to the tyranny, which was re¬ 
vived with new strength by the death of 
James Sharp, in revenge for his doom, but 
sought, in despite of decrees and statutes, to 
hear the Word where we believed it was 
best spoken. 

The laws of God, which are above all 
human authority, require that we should 
worship him in truth and in holiness, and we 
resolved to do so to the uttermost, and pre¬ 
pared ourselves with arms to resist whoever 
might be sent to molest us in the performance 
of that the greatest duty. But i« st) exer¬ 
cising the divine right df resistance, we were 
not called upon to harm those whom we knew 
to. be our adversaries. Belting ourselves for 
defence, not for war, we went singly to our 
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places of secret meeting in the glens and OB 
the moors, and when the holy exercise was 
done, we returned to our homes as peacefully 
as we went thither. 

Many a time I have since thought, that 

« 

surely in no other age or land was ever such 
a solemn celebration of‘the Sabbath as in 
those days. The very dangers with which 
we were environed exalted the devout heart; 
verily it was a grand sight to see the fearleaa 
religious man moving fro« his house in the 
grey of the morning, with the Bible in hus 
hand and his sword for a staff, walking to* 
wards the hills for many a weary mile, hopii^ 
tlie preacher would be there, and praying - as. 
he went, that there might be no molestatioii. 

Often and often on those occasions has the 
Lord been plea.sed to shelter his worshippers 
from their persecutoJ-s, by covering them with 
the mantle of his tempest; and many a time 
at the dead of night, when tlie winds were 
soughing around, and the moon was bowling 
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through the clouds, we have stood on the 
heath of the hills, and the sound of our 
psalms has been mingled with the roaring of 
the gathering waters. 

The calamities which drove us thus to 
worship in the wilderness, and amidst the 
storm, rose to their full tide on the back of 
the death of the archapostate James Sharp; 
for all the religious peo])le in the realm were 
in a manner regarded by the government as 
participators in the'methodof his punishment. 
And Claverhouse, whom I have now to speak 
of, got that special commission on which he 
rode so wickedly, to put to the sword whom¬ 
soever he found with arms at any preaching 
iea the fields; so that we had no choice in 
Becking to obtain the consolations of religion, 
which we then stood so much in neeH of, but 
to congregate in such numbers as would deter 
the soldiers from venturing to attack us. 
This it was which caused the second rising, 
and led to the fatal day of Bothwell-brigg, 



86 


RINGAN GILHAIZE. 


whereof it is needful that I should particu¬ 
larly speak, not only on account of the great 
stress that was tliereon laid by the persecu¬ 
tors, in making out of it a method of fiery 
ordeal to afflict the covenanted, but also be¬ 
cause it was tbe overflowing fountain-head of 
the deluge tliat made nie*desolate. And here¬ 
in, courteous reader, should aught of a fiercer 
feeling than belongs to the sacred sternness ai 
truth and justice escape from my historical 
pen, thou wilt surely pardon the same, i| 
there be any of the gracious ruth of CbriSr 
tian gentleness in thy bosom; for now I have 
to tell of things that have made the annals Ojf 
the land as red as crimson, and filled roy 
house with the blackness of ashes and univer¬ 
sal death. 

For along period there had been, from the 
causes and circums&inces premised, sore diflS- 
culties in the assembling of congregations, 
and the sacrament of the Supper had not 
been dispensed in many parts of the shire of 
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Ayr from the time of the Highland host; so 
that there was a great longing in the hearts 
of the covenanted to partake once again of 
that holy refreshment; anil shortly after the 
•eed-time it , began to be concerted, that 
early in the summer a day should be set 
apart, and a place fixt for the celebration of 
the same. About the time of the interment 
of my brother’s desolated daughter, and the 
judgment of the death executed on James 
Sharp, it was settled that the moors of Lou- 
doD-hill should be the place of meeting, and 
that the first Sabbath of June should be the 
day. But what ministers would be there was 
not settled; for who could tell which, in those 
times, would be spared from prison 'i 

It was, however, forethought and foreseen, 
that the assemblage of communicants would Ite 
very considerable; for in order that there might 
be the less risk of molestation, a wish that it 
should be so was put forth among us, to the 
end that the king’s forces might swither to dis- 
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perse us. Accordingly, with my disconsolate 
brother and son, I went to be present at that 
congregation, and we carried our arms wit|i 
us, as we were then in the habit of doing OM 
all occasions of public testimonj^ by worship. 

In the meantime a rent had been made in 
the Covenant, partly by the over-zeal of cer¬ 
tain young preachers, who not feeling, as We 
did, that the duty of presbyterians went no 
farther than defence and resistance, strov^ 
with all the pith of an effectual eloquence, to 
exasperate the minds of their hearers itop 
hostility against those in authority; and It 
happened that several of those who had exe»' 
cuted the judgment on James Sharp, sedh^ 
no hope of pardon for what they had doO^ 
leagued themselves with this party, in tliw 
hope of thereby making head against the^ 
pursuers. 

I have been the more strict in setting down 
these circumstantials, because in the bloody 
afterings of that meeting they were altogether 
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lost sight of; and also, because the implac¬ 
able rage with which Claverhouse persecuted 
jhe Covenanters has been extenuated by some 
tibereet histonans, on the plea of his being 
on honourable officer de<luced from his sol¬ 
dierly worth elsewhere; whereas the truth is, 
his cruelties in the shire of Ayr, and 
c^er of our western ))arts, were less the fruit 
ilf his instructions, wide and severe as they 
■*r«re, than of his own mortified vanity and 
jUdUgnant revenge. 
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CHAP. XI. 

It was in tlie cool of tbe evening, on Satur¬ 
day the last day of May, when my brodlip 
came over to my house, where, with Michael 
I had prepared myself to go with him td 
Loudon-hill. Our intent was to walk tha| 
night to Kilmarnock, and abide till the mold¬ 
ing with our brother Jacob’s widow, not hav¬ 
ing seen her for a long time. 

We had in the course of that day heard 
something of the publication of “ The De¬ 
claration and Testimony,” which, through the 
veheinegce of the preachers before spoken of,’ 
had been rashly eounselled at Ruglen, the 
29th of the month; but there was no parti¬ 
culars, and what we did hear was like, as all 
such things are, greatly magnified beyond 
the truth. We, however, were grieved by 
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the tidings; for we feared some cause of 
tribulation would be thereby engendered de¬ 
trimental to the religious purposes of our 
journey. 

This sentiment pressing heavily on our 
hearts, we parted from iny family with many 
misgivings, and the bodements of further 
sorrows. But the outward expression of 
what we all felt was the less remarkable, on 
account of what so lately Itad before haj)- 
|>etied in my brother’s house. Nor indeetl 
think at the time, that the foretaste of 
what wps ordained .so speedily to come to a 
head was at all so lively in his spirit, or that 
ot-my son, as it was in mine, till, in passing 
o^ter the top of the Gowan-brae, he looked 
Mund on the lands of Quharist, and said— 

“ I care nae, Ringan, if « ne’er come back ; 
for though we hae lang dwelt in affection 
together yon’er, thae that were most precious 
to me are now both aneath the sod,”—allud¬ 
ing to his wife who had been several years 



92 


RINGAN GILHAIZE. 


dead,—and poor Bell, that lovely rose whick 
tile ruthless spoiler had so trampled into the 
earth. 

“ I fee],” said Michael, if I wePe 
going to a foreign land, there is sic a farewdl 


sadness upon me.” 

But we strove to overcome this, and walfc^ 
leisurely on the high-road towards Kilma^ 
nock, trying to discourse of indifferent things; 


and as the gloaming faded, and the Night 
gan to look forth, from her watch-tower in 


heavens, with all her eyes of beautiful lig|i|| 


we communed of the friends that we trusWii 


were in glory, and marvelled if it could bfr 
that they saw us after death, or ever reviattiS 
tile persons and the scenes that they loved hi 
life. Rebellion or treason, or any sense (jf 
thoughts and things that were not holy, had 


no portion in our conversation: we •west' 
going to celebrate the redemption of fallen' 
man ; and we were mourning for friends no 
more; our discourse was of eternal things. 



EINGAN GILHAIZE. 


93 


and the mysteries of the stars and the lights 
of that worid which is above the firmament. 

When we reached Kilmarnock we found 
that Jacob’s w^ow had, with several other 
godly women, *set out towards the place of 
Bueting, to sojourn with a relation that night, 
ii^prder that they might be the abler to 
gUlher the manna of the word in the morning. 
w» therefore resolved not to halt there, but 
to go forward to the appointed place, and 
tiM upon the spot. This accordingly doing, 
% (pame to the eastern side of Loudon-hill, 
the trysted place, shortly after the first scad 
at the dawn. 


Many were there before us, both men and 
lilixaen and little children, and horses inter- 
I^P^Ied, some slumbering, and some* com- 
^Ifiijtng with one another; and as the morning 
||l^tened, it was a hallowed sight to behold 
llbm that rising ground the blameless per- 
•ecuted coming with sedate steps to worship 
thw Maker on the mountain. 
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The Reverend Mr Thomas Douglas, who 
was to open the action, arrived* about the 
rising of the sun, with several other minis- 
tors, and behind them four aged men be¬ 
longing to Strathaven bearing tbe elements. 

A pious lady, whost; name I never heard, 
owing to what ensued, spread with her o*im 
hands a damask tablecloth on the groUSlff, 
and the bread and wine were placed upo^lt 
with more reverence than ever was in kirk. 

Mr Douglas liaving mounted upon a 
nigh to where this was done, was aboitt 'lb 
give out the psalm, when we observed severe 
country lads, that were stationed as watdi^ 
afar off, coming with great haste in; and‘'&ii|f 
brought word, that Claverhouse and bis-dra* 
goon^ were coming to disperse us, brih|^^ 
with them the Bteverend Mr King, a preatilltt 
of the gospel at Hamilton, and others tilct 
they had made prisoners, tied with COTds tl»i» 
and two. 

The tidings for a moment caused panic 
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and consternation ; but as the men woi-c 
armed, and resolved to resist, it was thought, 
in consideration of the women and children, 
that we ought to go forward, and jjrcvent 
the adversarie.^from advancing. Accordingly, 
to the number of forty, horsemen, and inayl)e 

llanr to two hundred foot, we drew ourselves 

"1 

a|ll|irt from the congregation, and marched 
1$> meet Claverhouse, thinking, perhaps, on 
■dnng us so numerous, that he would not 
COfMe on,—while Mr Douglas proceedetl with 
^y^orship, the piety of none with him being 
l^ted by this grievous visitation. 

Mr William Clelland, with Mr Hamilton, 


had come with Mr Douglas, were our 
Ihl^ers, and we met Claverhouse on the moor 
^,3i)rumclog. 

3Che dragoons were the first to halt, and 
l|^||(|l>Verhouse, having ordered his prisoners to 
^ drawn aside, was the Jirst who gave the 


word to fire. This was without any parley 
at request to know whether we came with 
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hostile intent or no. Clelland, on seeing the 
dragoons make ready, cried to us all to d«i 
ourselves among the heather; by which fore¬ 
thought the shot flew harmless. Then we 
started up, and every one, with the best JW 
he could, fired at the ^dragoons as they vrelK 
loading their carabines. Several men ig0L 
horses were killed, and many wounded. '“CiSjlti* 
verhousc seeing this, commanded his 
charge upon us; but the ground was : 
the heather deep, and the moss broken 
peats had been dug, and the horses 
dered, and several threw their riders, aiidij 
themselves. 

We had now loaded again, and the i 
fire was more deadly than the firrt. 
horselnen also seeing how the dragoons' 
scattered, fell inf-the confusion as it were 
for man upon them. Claverhouse raged| 
commanded, but no one now could or wo 
obey. In that extremity his horse was killed) 
and, being thrown down, I ran forward to 
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seize him, if I could, prisoner; but he still 
held his sword in his hand, and rising as I 
came up, used it inanfullv, and with one 
Stroke almost hued my rif^ht arm from my 
shoulder. Xs he fled I attem[)ted for a mo¬ 
ment to follow, but*stag<^ered and fell. He 
looked back as he escaped, and I cried— 
“ Blood for blood and it has been so, as 1 
shall hereafter in the secjuel relate. 

When the day was won, we found we 
numbered among the slain on the side of the 
vanquished nearly twenty of the dragoons ; 
on, our side we lost but one man, John Mor- 
tbn —a ripe saint; but several were wounded; 
^Uld John Weir and William Daniel died 
their woundsi Such was the day of 
‘l>rumclog. 

Being wounded, I was •carried to a neigh- 
tiouring farm, attended by my brother and 
son, and there put ujion a cart and sent 
home to Quharist, as it was thought I would 
be best attended there. They then returned 

VOL. III. E 
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to the rest of the host, who, seeing them¬ 
selves thus brought into open war, resolved 
forthwith to proceed to Glasgow, and to rmae 
again the banner of the Covenant. 

But Claverhouse had fled thither, bumie^ 
with the thought of being so shorn in his ouli- 
tary pride by raw and undisciplined country¬ 
men, whom, if we had been bred soldiers, 
be he would have honoured, but being wllit 
we were, though our honour was the gr^ttar^ 
he hated us with the deadly aversion tlui^li 
begotten of vanity chastised; for that it 
which incited him to ravage the West com^ 
try with such remorselessness, and 
when our men were next day repulsed it 
Glasgow with the loss of lives, made Ims 
hinder the removal of the bodies from flie 
streets, till it wasfsaid the butchers’ doeB.%& 
gan to prey upon them. 

But not to insist on matters of hearsij,-! 
nor to dwell at any greater length on those 
afflicting events, I must refer the courteous 
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veader to the history of the times for what 
flowed, it being enough for me to state 
here, that as soon as the news spread of the 
battle and the victory, the persecuted ran 
Rocking in from all quarters, by which the 
r^)e of sand, that the Lord permitted Mon¬ 
mouth to break at Bothwell-brigg, was soon 
^Ibftned. My brother and my son were both 
idiere, and there my gallant Michael lies. 

brother, then verging on theescore, being 
among the prisoners, was, after sore suffer- 
tegs in the Greyfriars church-yard of Edin- 
Imrgh, sent on board a vessel as a bonds- 
iNa to the plantations in America. His 
piKKlgs, however, were happily soon over; for 
tmp in which he was embarked j)erished 
‘i^ftesig the Orkney islands, and he, with two 
other sufferers, »ceived the crown 
pf'Olartyrdom from the waves. 

dO Charles Stuart, king of Scotland ! and 
^ou, James Sharp!—false and cruel men 
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But ye are called to your account; and what 
avails it now to the childless father to rtul 
u|)on your memory ? 
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CHAP. XII. 

Before proceeding farther at this j)resent 
time with the doleful tale of iny own suffer¬ 
ings, it is required of me, as an ini])artial Jiis- 
torian, to note here a very singular e.\anij)le 
of the spirit of piety which reigned in the 
hearts of the Covenanters, e.sjjecially as I shall 
have to show tliat such was the cruel and im¬ 
placable nature of the Persecution, that time 
had not its wonted influence to soften in any 
degree its rigour. Thirteen years liad passed 
fkmi the time of the Pentland raid ; and surely 
the manner in which the country had suffered 
for that rising might, in so long a cflurse (/f 
years, have subdued the aitimasity with which 
’we were pursued; especially, as during the 
£arl of Tweeddale’s administration the bonds 
of peace had been accepted. But Lauderdale, 
now at the head of the councils, was rapacious 
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for money; and therefore all offences, if 1 
may employ that courtly term, by which otn 
endeavours to taste of the truth were design 
nated,—all old offences, as I was sayipg, 
were renewed against us as recent crimes^ 
and an innocent charity to the remains td 
those who had suffered for the Pentland rtii^ 
was made a reason, after the battle of 
well-brigg, to revive the persecuticm of 
who had been out in that affair. 

The matter particularly referred to 
out of the following circumstances : 

The number of honest and pious mea 
were executed in different places, and 
had their heads and their right hands 'Mi|| 
which they signed the Covenant at Xian^i^ 
cut off, and placed on the gates of towns ail^ 
over the doors of‘tolbooths, had been'vej^ 
great. And it was very grievous, and a 
thing to the friends and acquaintances of tl^li^ 
martyrs, when they went to Glasgow, or KiS« 
mamock, or Irvine, or Ayr, on their 
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bunness, to tryst or market, to see the remains 
of persons, whom they so loved and respected 
m life, bleaching in the winds and the rains 
of Heaven. It was indeed a matter of great 
heort-sadnesS, to behold such animosity carried 
b^ond the grave; ar^l few they were who could 


withstand the sight of the orphans that came 
Either, pointing out to one another tlieir fa- 
t^Mn' bones, and weeping as they did so, and 


Wving with an innocent indignation, that 
would revenge their martyrdom. 
jllVell do I remember the great sorrow that 


pjpose one market-day in Irvine, some five or 
^ years after the Pentland raid, when Mrs 
came, with her four weans and her 
aged gudemother, to look at the relics of her 
initriMUid, who was martyred for hig part in 
rising. The bones yere standing, with 
of another martyr of that time, on a 
jPUeif which had been put up for the purpose, 
below the first wicket-hole in the steeple, just 
fd>ove the door. The two women were very 
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decent in their apparel, rather more so than 
the common country wives. Tlic gudemo^ 
ther, in particular, had a cast of gentility 
both in her l(X)k and ffarments; and I have 
heard the cause of it expounded, from her 
having been the daught^ of one of the Re¬ 
formation j)reachers in the gospel-spreading 
ejK)ch of John Knox. She had a crimsmt 
satin plaid over her head, and she wore# 
black silk apron and a grey camlet gdwn. 
With the one hand she held the plaid close 
to her neck, and the youngest child, a lassie 
of seven years or so, had hold of her by th|^ 
fore-finger of the other. 

Mrs M‘Coul was more of a robust fabn<^ 
and she was without any plaid, soberly dreiffi- 
ed in the weeds of a widow, with a clean cam-* 
brie handkerchief ^v’cry snodly prined 
her breast. The children were likewise bea^ 
ly apparelled, and the two sons were buird%^ 
and brave laddies, the one about nine, and the 
other maybe eleven years old. ^ 
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It would seem that this had boon the first 
of their pilgriniafres of sorrow ; for they stood 
some time in a row at the foot of the tolhooth 
stair, looking up at the remains, and wonder¬ 
ing, with teaie in their eyes, which were those 
they had come to see. 

Their appearance drew around them many 
(Splookers, botli of the country-folk about the 
C^oss and inhabitants of tlie town ; but every 
oOe respected their sorrow, and none ventur¬ 
ed jto disturb them witli any (juestions ; for all 
aaw, that they were kith or kin to the godly 
tnen who had testified to tlie truth and the 
Covenant in death. 

<It happened, however, that I had occasion 
to ..pass by, and some of the town’s folk who 
reoidlected me, said whispering-ly to pne an¬ 
other, but loud enough to^be heard, that I 
one of the persecuted ; whereujjon Mrs 
>l?Coul turned round and said to me, with a 
'ebnstrained comjKJSure— 

“ Can ye tell me whilk o’ yon’s the head 

e2 
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and hand o’ John M‘Coul, that was executed 
for the covenanting at Lanerk ?” 

I knew the remains well, for they had beeit 
pointed out to me, and I had seen them v«ig« 
often, but really the sight of the two WOTBSitt' 
and the fatherless bairns so overcame 
that I was unable to answer. 


“ It’s the head and the hand beside it, 
has but twa fingers left, on the Kirkgate ’Ajp 
o’ the skelf !” replied a person in the 
whom I knew at once by his voice to be W^|jr 
Sutherland the hangman, although I had 
seen him from the night of my evasion. i*iptf 
here let me not forget to set down the 
tian worth and constancy of that ample 
godly creature, who, rather than be 
mental in the guilty judgment by which 
M‘Coul and his ffllow-sufiferer were doom^ 
to die, did himself almost endure martyrdd^lK 
and yet never swerved in his purpose, 
abated in his integrity, in so much, that whcjfe 
questioned thereafter anent the same 
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£arl of Eglinton, and his lordship, being mov- 
td by the simplicity of his piety, said, “ Pixir 
'‘laao, you did well in not doing what they 
Would have had you to do.” 

** My Lord,” replied Willy, “ you are 
> Ipeaking treason' ^d yet you persecute to 
tile uttermost, which shows that you go against 
light of your conscience.” 

Do you say so to me, after I kept y on 
being hanged ?” said his Lordship 
Keep me from being drowned, and I will 
01 tell you the verity.” Tlie which honesty 
^pthat poor man begat for him a conipassion- 
itei4%gard that the dignities of many great and 
flltey noble in that time could never com- 

When the sorrowful M‘Couls had, indulg- 
^ themselves in their mel|ncholy contenipla- 
liiB, they went ftway, followed by the multi- 
with silence and sympathy, till they had 
-fnounted upon the cart which they had brought 
them into the town. But from that 
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time every one l)egan to speak of the impiety 
of leaving tlie bones so wofully exposed ; and 
after the skinnisli at Druinclog, wliere Robin 
M‘Coul, the eldest of the two striplings above 
sj)okeii of, happened to be, when Mr John 
Welsh, with the Carrick men that went to 

C 

Uothwell-bi'igg, was sent into Glasgow to’ 
bury the heads and hands of the martyM 
there, Robin M‘Coulcame with a party of h^jp 
friends to Irvine, to bury his father’s bones. 


I was not myself present at the interment, 
being, as I have narrated, confined to my bw 
by reason of my wound. But I was told 
the neighbours, that it was a very solemn, atjfd- 
affecting scene. The grieved lad carried 


relics of his father in a small box in his han^ 


covered with a white towel; and the godly i».i. 
habitants of the town, young and old, and isi 

C , ^ 

all denominations, to the number of seveei0| 


hundreds, followed him to the grave where di® 
bwly was lying; and Willy Suthy'rland, moved 
by a simple sorrow, was the last of all; and he 
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walked, as I was told, alone, behind, with his 
bonnet in his hand; for, from his calling;, he 
counted himself not on an equality with other 
men. But it is time that I should return 
from this digression to the main account of 
my narrative. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Being wounded, as I have rehearsed, at 
Drumclog, and carried to my own houi^ 


Sarah Lochrig, while she grieved with a 
thcr’s grief for the loss of our first-borD*aial 
the mournful fate of my honest brother, 
vanced my cure more by her loving ii]|ii|b 
trations to my aciiing mind, than bj^^B 
medicaments that were applied to the bdHH 
wound, in .so much that aolitething 
dawn of comfort was vouchsafed to me. 


Our parish was singularly allowed to renM|j| 
unmolested when, after the woful day -ip 
Bothwell-brigg, Claverhouse came to ravi^ 
the shire of Ayr, and to take revenge for 
discomfiture which he had suffered, in his en.»' 


dcavour to disturb the worship and sacrament 
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at Loudon-hill. Still, however, at times clouds 
^arcame my spirit; and one night my daugh- 
^ Margaret had a remarkable dream, which 
timight us to expect some particular visita- 
tfop. 


: It was surely a mysterious reservation for 
the greater calamity which ensued, that while 
Je vial of wrath was pouring out around us, 
Jjjgf' house should have been allowed to remain 
i|p i^nmolested. Often indeed, when in «)ur 
|ti|^htly worship I returned thanks for a 
ping so wonderful in that time of general 
has a strange fear fallen upon me, and 
ve trembled in thought, as if the thing 
fi^arhich I sent up the incense of my thanks 
wJUeaven, was a device of the Enemy of 
to make me think myself more deserv- 
►of favour than the thousands of covenant- 
brethren who then, m Scx)tland, were 
ing of the bitterness of the suffering 
^ut in proportion as I was then spared, the 
bpsvier afterwards was my trial. 
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Amoni^ tlic prisoners taken at Bothwell- 
brigg were many })ersons from our pariah 
and neiglibourliood, wlio, after their unhear4^ 
of sufferings among the tombs and graves of 
the Greyfi'iars cliurch-yard at .Edinburgh, 
were allowed to return liomc. Tliough in 
this there was a show of elemency, it was 
yet but a more subtle method of the tyranny 
to reach new victims. ' For those honest men 


were not long home till grievous circuit-co|irt* 
were set agoing, to bring to trial not only all 
those who were at Bothwell, or approved (i 
that rising, but likewise those who had be^ 
at the Pentland raid , and the better to ^ 
sure condemnation and punishment, sixte^ 
persons were cited from every parish to be^ 


witness as to who, among their nei] 


had been out at Bothwell, or had harbou]^ 


ed any of those' who were there. 


wicked curates made themselves, in tlHI 


grievous matter, engines of espionage, by 
giving in the names tif those, their parishion- 
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ers, ■whom they knew could bear the best 
testimony. 

Thus it was, tliat many wlio bail escaped 
from the slaugliter—from the Iiorrors of the 
Greyfriars church-yard—and from llie drown¬ 
ing in the Orkneys,-♦and, like myself, liad 
resumed their quiet country labour, were 
nUWfked out for destruction. For the witnesses 
cited to Ayr against us were persons who 
had been released from the Greyfriai's ehureh- 
yard, as I have said, and wlio, being honest 
men, could not, when put to their oaths, but 
bear witness to the truth of the matters 
charged against us. And nothing surely could 
better show the devilish spirit with which 
those in authority were at that time actuated, 
norlhe unchristian nature of the jtrclacy, than 
tdUft tb»e prisoners should thas have l)cen set 
to be made the accusers of their neigh- 
and that the curates, men professing 
^i^'be ministers of the gosftel, should have 
^^^Ihlt 'Wtch fit instruments fur such unheard-of 
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machinations. But to hasten foarward to 4i» 
fate and issue of this self-consuming tyn»- 
ny, I shall leave all generalities, and proceed 
with the events of my own case; and, in doaag 
so, I shall endeavour what is*in me to 
scribe the particulars with a steady hand^ 
for I dare no longer now trust myself .yai0 
looking to the right or to the left of the iilld’ 
of my matter. I shall, however, try to J 
rate things just as they happened, 
courteous reader to judge what passed 
time in the suffocating throbs 
heart was then affected. 

It was the last day of February, 
year following Bothwell-brigg, that, ili-j 
sequence of these subtle and wicked 
I was* taken up. I had, from my 
been in an ailing state for many 
could then do little in the field; 
weather for the season was inild, 
had walked out in the tranquillity of 
afternoon to give my son Joseph 
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ttnictions in the method of ploughing; for, 
llioi^gh he was then but in his thirteenth 
he was a by-common stripling in ca^ 
paraty and sense. He was indeed a goodly 
]^ant; and I had hoped, in my old age, to 
here sat beneath the .shelter of his branches; 
%llt the axe of the feller was untimely laid 
toMhe root, and it was too soon, with all 


tlie Upssoms of the fairest promise, cast down 
.into tile dust. But my task now is of ven- 
and justice, not of sorrowing, and I 
more sternly grasp the iron pen. 
jjjk party of soldiers, who had been that 
sent out to bring in certain per- 


whom I was one) in a list ma- 
jOgain^ly transmitted to the Archbishop of 
Ql^jp'K, by Andrew Dornoch, the prelatic' 
of our minister’s ^lace, as I was 
the held where my son was plough- 
jHvlkw me from the road, and ordered me 
I^H^t till they came up, or they would fire 
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It would liavo been unavailing of me,- itt 
the state I tlien was, to have attempted to 
flee, so I halted ; and, after some entreaty 
with tile soldiers, got j)ermission from them 
to have my horse and eart yokel, as I 
not very well, and so do b carried to Ayr. 
And here I should note down that, althou^ 
there was in general a coarse spirit amoag 
the King’s forces, yet in these men’there*"was 
a touch of common humanity. This was 
no doubt partly owing to their having bee^ 
some months quartered in Irvine, where 
became naturally softened by the friendly 
spirit of the place. It was not, howevCT, OT- 
dained that men so merciful should 
milted to remain long there. 

As ft was an understood thing that‘the 
object of the triails to which tlie CoveipBlI^ 
were in this manner subjected, was chii^ji ia 
raise money and forfeitures for the rapMiaom 
Duke of Lauderdale, then in the rule 
])ower of the council at Edinburgh, my b^jil 
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carried away prisoner to Ayr awakened less 
grief and consternation in niy family than 
might have been expected from the event. 
Through the humane pcnnission of my guard, 
having a little time to confer w ith Sarah I,oeh- 
rig Ix'forc going awa^, it was settled hetween 
tis that she should gather together w hat money 
she could procure, either by loan, or by sell¬ 
ing our com and cattle, in order to proside 
for the payment of the fine that we counted 
would be laid upon us. I was then taken 
to the tollxxith of Ayr, where many other 
covenanted brethren were lying to await the 
proceedings of the circuit-court, which was 
to,be opened by the Lord Kelburne from 
GUi^w, pn the second day after I had been 
carried thither. 

, AiWmg the prisoners ^rc several who 
'knew me w ell, and who condoled as Christians 
with tne for the loss I had sustained at Both- 
soj but for the denial of the fresh 
heavenly air, and the freedom of the 
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fields, the time of our captivity might hw* 
been a season of much solace: for they wete 
all devout men, and the tolbooth, instrad «1 
resounding with the imprecations of malefac¬ 
tors, became melodious with the voice 
Psalms and of holy ‘communion, and die 
sweet intercourse of spirits that delightedly 
one another for the constancy with which dl^ 
had l)orne their testimony. 

When the Lord Kelbume arrived, oh' dw 


first day that the court opened, I 

' i 

moned to respond to the offences laidthfMlf 
charge, if any charge of offence it tat^ hl| 


called, wherein the purpose of the 
seemingly to search out opinions 
serve as matter to justify the infliQti<nral^ 
fines,-^the whole end and intent of' diohr 


circuits not being to award justice, #01;^ to. 
find the means of extorting money, 
respects, however, I was more 
dealt by than many of my fellow«raffaiMii^ 
but in order to show how, even in mf 
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the laws were perverted, I will here set 
ddWD a brief record of my examination, or 
trial as it was called. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


'J'liE c'olincil-room was full of people when I 
was taken thitlier, and the Lord KelbtAe, 
wlio sat at the liead of the table, was abutted 
in tlie jiroeeedings by Murray, an advocot^ 
from Kdinhurgh. They were sitting ata 
round table, witliin a fence which prfeveii^^i 
the speetator.s from pressing in 
Tliere were many papers and letters'ftddedi’ 
uj) in bundles lying before them, and^bspi^i 
die burning, and wax for sigillation. 

Lord Relburne and his counsellor, thei£ 
divers gentlemen seated at the table, and 
elerks to make'notations. 

Lord Kelburne, in his appearance, « 
mild-looking man, and for his years Ms 
was very hoary ; for though he was seematg^ 
not passing fifty, it was in a manner 
5 
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blanched. In speech he was moderate, in 
disposition indulgent, and verily towards me 
he acted in his harsh duty with much gen¬ 
tleness. 

But Murray had a don re aspect for his 
years, and there wa^a smile among liis fea¬ 
tures not pleasant to belioUl, breeding rather 
distrust and dread, than winning eonlidenee 
or afl^tion, which are the natural fruit of a 
emintenancc rightly gladdened, lie looked 
at me fr6m aneath his brows ;is if I had 
tnalefactor, and turning to the l.ord 
XelBumc, said— 

♦‘He has the true fanatical yellow look.” 

.JFI^s was a base observe; for naturally I 
of afresh complexion, but my long illness, 
the close air of the prison, had nratle me 

,iijStfter some more imjx'rtinencies of that 
iort, he then said— 

** Ringan Gilhaize, you were at the battle 
oC Sothwell-brigg.” 


!roL. III. 


r 
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“ I was not,” said I. 

“ You do not mean to say so, surely ?” 

“ I have said it,” was my answer. 

Wliereupon one of the clerks whispered to 
him that there were three of the*name HL^the 
list. 

O !” cried he, “ I crave your 
Uingan, there are persons 

name; and though you were not at BolliN^l 
yourself, maybe ye ken those of your 
who were there,—Do you ?” 

“ I did know two,” was my calm answer; 
“ one was my brother, and the other my 
son.” 

All present remained very silent as I asadc 
this answer; and the Lord Kelbume bendmg 
forwartf, leant his cheek on his hand at he 
rested his elbow oJ. the table, and looked 
earnestly at me. Murray resumed— 

“ And pray now, Ringan, tell us what hut 
liecome ff ltlc two rebels ?” 

“■ They were covenanted Christians,” said. 
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I ; “ niy son lies Imvied with those that «(n- 
slain on that sore occasion.’" 

“But your brother; lie was of course 
younger than you >" 

“ No ; he was older."' 

“ Well, well, no*matter as to that ; Inn 
where is he.r” 

“ I believe he is with his Maker ; hut iiis 
Ixxly li^s among the rocks at tlie imttoni of 
the Orkney sea.s.” 

The steadiness of llie laird Kelhunu's 
countenance saddened into the look of eoiu- 
IMAaion, and lie saitl to Murray — 

“ There is no use in asking him aiiv more 
(Questions about them, jiroceed with the ordi- 
n*ty interrogatories.” 

There was a murimir of satisfaction towards 
his Lordship at this ; and^Iiirray said— 
And so you say that those in the late re¬ 
bellion at Bothweli were not reliels 'f" 

“ I said, sir, tliat my son and my brother 
■wire covenantwl Christians.” 
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This I delivered with a firm voice, which 
seemed to produce some effect on the Lord 
Kellnirne, wlio threw himself back in his 
chair, and crossing his arms over his breast, 
looked still more eagerly towards me. 

“ Do you mean then to deny,” said Mur¬ 
ray, “ that the late rebellion was not a rebel¬ 
lion !•" 

“ It would be hard, sir, to say what it was; 
for the causes thereto leading,” replied I, 
“ were provocations concerning things of God, 
and to those who were for that reason re¬ 
ligiously there, I do not think, in a nght 
.sense, it can be called rebellion. Those who 
were there for carnal motives, and I doobt 
not there were many such, I fancy ev«fy 
honest man may say it was with them reb^ 
lion.” 

“ I must deal more closely with him,” mid 
Murray to his Lordship; but his Lord^up, 
before allowing him to put any more qwt- 
tions, said himself to me— 
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“ But you know, to state the thing plainly, 
that the misguided people who were at Hoth- 
well, had banded themselves against the laws 
of the realm, whether from religious or carnal 
motives is 'not the business we are here to 
sift, that point is necessarily remitted to G(kI 
and their consciences.” 

Murray added, “ It is most unreasonable to 
suppose, that every subject is free to deter¬ 
mine of what is lawful to be obeyed. The 
thought is ridiculous. It would destroy the- 
•and of all laws which are for the advantage 
of communities, and hich sf)eak the sen.se of 
the generality touching the matter and things 
to which they refer.” 

My Lord,” said I, addressing myself to 
Lord Kelburne, “ it surely will ne'er lx* de¬ 
nied, that every subject free to exercise his 
■(fiicretion with respek to his ain conduct; and 
your Lordship kens vera weel, that it is the 
4uty of subjects to know the laws of the land; 
and your Lordship likewise knows, that God 
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has ffiven laws to all rulers as well as subjects, 
aiul both may and ought to know His laws. 
Now if I, knowing both the laws of God and 
tile laws of the land, find the one contrary to 
die ether, undoubtedly God’s laws ought to 
hue tlie jireferenee in my obedience.” 

His Lordsliip looked somewhat satisfied 
with this answer; but Murray said to him— 
“ I will pose him with this question. If 
presbyterian government were established, as 
it was in the year 1648, and some ministers 
were not free to comply with it, and a law 
were made that none should hear them out 
o' doors, would you judge it reasonable that 
siuli ministers or their people should betat 
liberty to tict in contempt of that law.” 

And ha looked mightily content with him¬ 
self for this subletyc but I said—• 

“ Really, sir, I canna see a reason why 
hearkening to a preaching in the fields should 
lie a greater guilt than doing the same diil% 
in doors.” 
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“ If I were of your principles," juiid tlu 
advocate, “ and thought in niy coiiscieiici’ 
that the laws of the land were contrary to the 
laws of God, and that I could not conform to 
them, I would judge it my duty rather to go 
out of the nation «nd live elsewhere, tliim 
disturb the peace of the land." 

“ That were to suppose two things," said 
I;' “ first, that rulers may make law^, (on- 
trary to the laws of Gixl, and that when such 
laws are once made, they ought to hi' sub¬ 
mitted to. But I think, sir, that rulers being 
under the law of God act wickedly, and in 
rebellion to him, when they make enactnienls 
contrarj' to his declared will; and surely if 
can ne’er be required that we should allow 
wickedness to be done." 

“ I am not sure," said^urray to his Lurd- 
’litip, “ that I do right in continuing this ir- 
velevtfnt conversation." 

“ I am interested in the honest man's de- 
fence," replied Lord Kelbume, “ and as ’tis 
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in a matter of conscience, let us hear what 
makes it so.” 

“ Well then,” resumed the advocate, “ what 
can you say to the barbarous murder of Arch¬ 
bishop Sharp?—You will not Contend that 
murder is not contrary tj) the law of God 

“ I ne’er contended,” said I, “ that any 
sin was permitted by the law of God—far less 
murder, which is expressly forbidden in 
Ten Commands." 

“ Then ye acknowledge the murder of the 
Archbishop to have been murder ?” 

“ That’s between those that did it oBct 
God.” 

“ Hooly, hooly, friend!” cried Mur|^} 
“ that, Ringan, winna do; was it or was It 
not munler ?” 

“ Can I tell, who was not there?” 

“ Then, to satisfy your conscience cAi dai| 
score, Ringan, 1 would ask you, if a gaBj; 
of ruffians slay a defenceless mai^ do or ^ 
they not commit murder .**” 
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“ I can easily answer that.” 

Lforcl Kelburne again bent eagerly forward, 
and rested his cheek again on bis hand, plac¬ 
ing his elbow on the table, while I I'on- 
tinued— 

“ A gang of ruffians coming in wantoiiness, 
or for plunder, upon a defenceless man, and 
putting him to death, there can be no doiil)t 
is murder ; but it has not yet been called 
murder to kill an enemy in battle; and there¬ 
fore, if the captain of a host go to war with- 
out arms, and thereby l)e defenceless, it can- 
^t be said, that those of the adverse j>arty, 
who may happen to slay him, do any mur¬ 
der.*’ 

“ Do you mean to justify the manner of 
tlK death of the Archbishop ?” exclaimed the 
•drocate, starting back, add spreading out his 
amu in wonderment. 

“ ’Deed no, sir,” replied I, a little nettlod 
it the construction he would put upon what 
I Mid; “ but I will say, even here, what Sir 

F 2 
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Davie lAnclsay o’ the Mount said on the simi- 
liar event o’ Cardinal Beaton’s death,-— 


“• As for tins Cardinal, I grant 
He was the man we might well want; 

God willforgive it soon : 

Hut of a truth, the sooth to say, 

Although the loon he well away, 

The fact was foully done.'* 

There was a rustle of gratification among 
all in the court us I said the rhyme, and Lord 
Kclhurue smiled ; but Murray, somewhat out 
of humour, said— 

“ I fancy, my Lord, we must consider tibia 
as ail admission that the killing of the Ak^ 
bishop was murder ?” 

“ I fekr,” said his Lordship, “ that neithffl 
of the two queslioife have been so directly pot 
as to justify me to pronounce any dedtami, 
though I am willing to put the most favcHlf'- 
able construction on what has passed." 
then his Lordsliip, looking to me, added.wo 
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“ Do you consider tlie late rebellion, l)e- 
ing contrary to the King’s authority, rebel¬ 
lion ?” 

“ Contrary to the King’s right authority," 
replied I, “ it was not rebellion, but con¬ 
trary to an authoritj^, beyond the right, taken 
by him, despite the law of (Jod, it was 
rebellion.’’ 

“ Wherefore, honest man," n-joined his 
Lordship kindly, “ would you make a dis¬ 
tinction that may bring harm on your own 
■Ilead ? Is not the King’s authority instituted 
law and prerogative, and knowing that, 
■oannot ye say, that those wdio rise in arms 
against it are rebels 

“ My Lord," said I, “ you have my an¬ 
swer; for in truth and in consciiaiee I can 
ipe none other." 

There was a pause for a short space, and 
HMie of the clerks looking to Lord Kelburne, 
his Lordship said, with a plain reluctance, 
«It must even be so; write down that he is 
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not clear the late rebellion should be called a 
rebellionand casting his eyes entreatingly 
towards me, he added—“ But I think you 
acknowledge that the assassination of Arch¬ 
bishop Sharp was a murder ?” 

“ My Lord,” said I, ^ your questions are 
jjrojKninded as tests, and therefore, as an 
honest man, I cannot suffer that my answers 
should be scant, lest I might be thought to 
waver in faith and was backward in my tes¬ 
timony. No, my Lord, I will not call the 
killing of Sharp murder; for, on my 
science, I do verily think he deserved 
death : First, because of his apostacy ; 

.1 

oond, because of the laws of which he Ipl 
die instigator, wliereby the laws of God ImVe 
been contravened; and, third, for the woeg, 
that those laws havcp brought upon the lao4 
the which stirred the hearts oi the peopi|>. 
against him. Above all, I think his 
was no murder, because he was so straag hi 
his legalities, that he could not be brou^ % 
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punishment by those to whom lie had caused 
the greatest wrongand I thought, in say¬ 
ing these words, of niy brother’s desolated 
daughter—of his own sad death in the stormy 
•eas of the Orkneys—and of my brave and 
gallant Michael, thatowas lying in his shroud¬ 
less grave in the cold clay of Botliwell. 

Lord Kelburnc was troubled at my answer, 
was about to remonstrate ; but seeing the 
tear start into my eye as those things came 
into my mind, he said nothing, but nodding 
tn.^e derk, he bade him write down that I 
acknowledge the killing of tlic 
dwp^hinhnp a murder. He then rose and 
4i^||purned the court, remanding me to prison, 
•ajriBg, that he would send me word wliat 
would be the extent of my punishment. 
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CHAP. XV. 

The same night it was*intimated to me that 
I was fined in five hundred marks, and that 
l)onds were required to be given for the pay¬ 
ment ; upon the granting of which, in ct». 
sideration of my ill health, the Lord Kelbume 
had consented I should be set free? 

This was, in many re.spects, a more lenient 
sentence than I had expected; and in ,tiie 
hope that perhaps Sarah Lochng might ifi|ye 
been able to provide the money, so as to 
der the granting of the bonds and the pjtociiEfc- 
ing of dhutioners unnecessary, I sent avtac^ 
man on horsebaek^ to tell her the news; ipd 

^ Si 

the man in returning brought my son Joseph 
behind him, sent by his mother to urge me to 
Ijlee the l)onds at once, as she had not been 
able to raise so much money ; and the 
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to incite me, if there had been need for in¬ 
citement, she had willed Joseph to tell me that 
a party of Claverhouse’s dragoons had been 
quartered on the house that morning, to live 
thei« till the fine was paid. 

Of the character *of those freelKKrters I 
needed no certificate. They had filled e’l ery 
Other place wherever they had been (]uarter- 
ed with shame and never-ceasing sorrow, and 
therefore I was indeed rousetl to hear that 
nyr defenceless daughters were in their jK)wer. 
So I lost no time in sending niy son to entreat 
fero of his mother’s relations, who were bein 
nerchants in Ayr, to join me in the bond,—a 
which they did in the most conipassion- 
lltoaBaiuier;—and, the better to exjKidite the 
boiin^, 1 got it to be permitterf by the 
Lord Selburne that the IxAids sltould be sent 
die same day to Irvine, where I hoped tt> be 
iide next morning to discharge them. All 
€hi8 was happily concerted and brought to a 
issue before sunset;—at which time 
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I was discharged from the tolbooth, carryinj 
with me many pious wishes from those whc 
were there, and who had not been so gentlj 
dealt by. 

It was my intent to have proceeded home 
the same night, but my son was very tired will 
the many errands he had run that day, aad 
by his long ride in the morning; moreover, 1 
was myself in need of repose, fot my anxiety 
had brought on a disturbance in my blood, 
and my limbs shook, and I was altogcthe’ 
unable to undertake any journey. I wai 
therefore too easily entreated of AichibaM 
Lochrig, my wife’s cousin, and one of my 
cautioners, to stop in his house that evenJ^ 
But next morning, being much refreshed whi 
a pleasant sleep and the fallacious cheeam^ 
of happy dreams,* I left Ayr, with my boo, 
before the break of day, and we traveSeti 
with light feet, for our hearts were lifted U| 
with hope. 

Though my youtli was long piut, aadmidqf 
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things had happened to sadden my spirit, I 
yet felt on that occasion an unaccountable 
sense of kindliness and joy. The flame of life 
was as it were renewed, and brightened in tlie 
pure and breezy air of the morning, anil a 
bounding gladness ru«e in my bosom as my 
*«ye expatiated around in the freedom of the 
spacious fields. On the left-hand the living 
sea scOTied as if the pulses of its moving 
waters were in unison with the tlirobbings 
of my spirit; and, like jocund maidens dis- 
pcwting themselves in the flowing tide, the 
gentle waves, lifting their heails, and .spread¬ 
ing dut their qrras and raising their white 
bosoms to the rising sun, came as it were 
^ll^l^y to the smooth sands of the spark¬ 
ling diore. The grace of enjoyment.bright- 
fioed and blithened ail thit\g8. There was a 
cheerfulness in the songs of the little birds 
.'tStat enchanted the young heart of my bloom- 
boy to break forth into singing, and his 
was gayer than the melody of the lark. 
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But that morning was the last time that either 
of US could ever after know pleasure any 
more in this world. 

Eager to he home, and that I might share 
with Sarah Lochrig and our children ’the 
joy of thankfulness for my deliverance,- I 
had resolved to call, in passing through 
Irvine, at the clerk’s chamber, to inquire if 
the bonds had been sent from Ayr, that my 
cautioners might be as soon as possible dis¬ 
charged. But we had been so early a-foot 
that we reached the town while the inhabi¬ 
tants were yet all asleep, so that we thot||^ 
it would be as well to go straight home; Iti3 
accordingly we passed down the gai#*ipd 
through the town-end port without 
any pc.-son in the street, save only t3» 
herd, as he was going with his horn to sound 
for the cows to 1m? sent out to g«) with hhn to 
the moor. 

The sight of a town in the peacefuliHKS of 
the morning slumbers, and of a ample man 
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going forth to load the quiet cattle to pasture, 
fiUed my mind with softer thoughts than I 
had long known, and I said to my son— 

“ Surely tliose who would molest the peace 
-al the poor hae ne'er rightly tasted the bless¬ 
ing of beholding the ^•onfidence with which 
they trust themselves in the watches of the 
ni^t and amidst the perils of their barren 
lot.” And I felt my heart thaw again into 
diarity with all men, and I was thankful for 
the detight. 

At I was thus tasting again the luxury of 
gOttlfe thoughts, a band of five dragoons came 
ikdig the road, and Joseph said to me that 
the same who had been (juartered 
kiaimhaaae. I looked at them as they passed 
they turned their heads aside. * 

“ 1 wonder,” said, my soiif “ that they did 
M||Nnk to me: I thouglit they had a black 

tooL” 

“ fNo doubt, Joseph,” was my answer, 
men are no lost to a’ sense of shame. 
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They canna but be rebuked at the sight of a 
man that, maybe against their will, poor ftj- 
lows, they were sent to oppress.” 

“ I dinna like them the day, father, they’re 
unco like ill-doers,” said the thoughtful and 
observing stripling. 

But my spirit was at the time full of good¬ 
will towards all men, and I reasoned with him 
against giving way to unkind thoughts, ej> 
pounding, to the bes* of my ability, thelxuV' 
ture of gospel-charity, and the heav<^^MlB8 
of go<Kl-will, saying to him— 

“ The nature of charity’s like th* 
the sun, by which all things are idiel id i wd . 
It is the brightness of the soul, asod 
rious quality which proves our cdeenll dli 
scent.' Our other feelings are ccmuniil to 
creatures, but tlte feeling of charity is £viiw. 
It’s the only thing in which man partld^.«f 
the nature of God.” 

Discoursing in this scriptural manner,' ^ 
reached the Gowan-brae. My heart beM 
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with gladness. My son bounded forward to 
ten his mother and sisters of my coming. On 
gaiiung the brow of the hill he leapt from the 
gconnd with a frantic cry and ciu.sped his 
hands. I ran towards him—but I remember 
no more,—^though at tifties something crosses 
my mind, and I have wild visions of roofless 
walls, and a crowd of weeping women and 
^eat men digging among a.shes, and a beau¬ 
tiful body, all droppiii|r wet, brought on a 
deal from the mill-dam, and of men, as it was 
carriad by, seizing me by the arms and tying 
■qs tondu, nnd then I fancy myself in a 
boMia Umtened to a chair;—and sometimes I 
think I wi» lifted out and ]>laccd to beek in 
the siHi, aad to taste the fresh air. But what 
tbcMt^htogs'unport I dare only guess, for no 
ooe his tver told me what became of my be- 
nigKtij^ah Lochrig and our two blooming 
is phantasma that 1 recollect 
^.llMt-day of my return home. I said my 
•riphitwas iron, and my heart converted into 
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stone. O that they were indeed so! But sor-' 
rowing is a vain thing, and my task must not 
stand still. 

AVhen I left Ayr the leaves were green, 
and the fields gay, and the waters glad; and 
when the yellow leaf fustled on the ground, 
and the waters were drumly, and the river 
roaring, I was somehow, I know not by what 
means, in the kirk-yard, and a film fell from 
the eyes of my reason,* and I looked around, 
and my little boy had hold of me by the hand, 
and I said to him, “ Joseph, what’s yoU^sae 
big and green in our lair ?” and he gazed i» 
my face, and the tears came into his eyes,said' 
he replii'd— 

“ h'athor, they are a’ in the same grave.” 
I took viy hand out of his;—I walked 
ly to the green tombI knelt down, md-i 
caused my son to kneel beside me. Mid I 
vowed ennUty for ever against Charles StuMt 
and all of his line ; and I prayed, in the vVtHids 
of tile P.salinist, that when he was judged Ini' 
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(night be condemned. Tlien we rose; but my 
son said to me— 

“ Father, I canna wisii his condemnation , 
but I’ll fight by your side till we have liarlt 
hio) down from his blootly throne.” 

And I felt that I Ifad forgotten. I uas .i 
Christian, and I again knelt down and j)ray(‘d, 
but it was for the sin I had done in the % en- 
geance of the latter clause. “ Nevertheless. 
Lord,” I then cried, “a.s thou thyself didst take 
the sceptre from Saul, and gave the crown to 
Darii^ make me an instrument to work out 
thefpppoBes of thy dreadful justice, which in 
time will come to be.” 

Then I rose again, and went towards thi' 
;[dace ^here my home had been; but when 
IflWirthe ruins I ran back to the kirk-yard, 
ani dKew myself on the grate, and cried to 
the eerth to open and receive me. 

. 8ut the Lfud bad heard my prayer, and 
ijiihlle I lay there he sent down his consoling 
iHPi, end the whirlwind of my spirit was 
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calmed, and I remembered the promise of my 
son to fight by my side, and I rose to pre¬ 
pare myself for the warfare. 

While I was lying on the ground several 
of the neighbours had heard my wild cries, 
and came into the kft-k-yard; but by that 
lime the course of the tempest had been staid, 
and they stood apart with my son, who told 
them I was come again to myself, and they 
thought they ought not to disturb me; when, 
however, they saw me rise, they drew near 
and spoke kindly to me, and Zachariidi 
invited me to go back with him to hisIlMiMf; 
for it was with him that I had been sheltered 
during the phrenzy. But I said— 

“ No: I will neither taste meat nor drink, 
nor seek to rest myself, till I have agaitt 4 
sword.” And I Untreated him to give me aBt^ 
money, that, with my «)n, we might go into 
Irvine and provide ourselves with weapon*. 

The worthy man looked very sorrowfii} to 
hear me so speak, and some of the otli#8, tfMlf 
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were standing by, began to reasnii with me, 
and to represent the peril of any enterprise at 
that time. But I pointeil to tlie grave, and 

said— 

“ Fnens, do you ken what's in yon place, 
and do ye counsel nu» to peace At which 
words they turned aside and .shook their 
heads; and Zachariali Sinylie went and 
brcHight me a purse of money, which having 
put into my bosom, I t(x)k my son by the 
handf and bidding them all farewell, we walk- 
.edt#the town silently together, and I thought 
brother’s words in his grief, that the 
^wed of lightning was slow to the w islu s of 
reveaga. 


mm tii. 


G 
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CHAP. XVI. 

On arriving iti Irviiii'* we went to the shop 
of Archibald Macrusty, a dealer in iron imple¬ 
ments, and I bought from him two sworda 
without hilts, which he sold, wrapt in gtraw- 
rope, its scythe-hlades,—a method of disguise 
that the ironmongers were obligated to have 
recourse to at that time, on account dS the 
search now and then made for weapems hy 
the soldiers, ever from the time that Oaver- 
house came to disarm the people; ani'srlwll 
1 had bought the two blades' we went to 
Hailie Girvan’s shop, which was a neat of a’ 
things, and lH)Ught two hilts, without 
questions Iwing asked: for the bailb TO* a 
discreet man, with a warm heart to the Co¬ 
venant, and not selling whole sword*, hot 
only hilts and hefts, it could nol ihe 
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puted to liim that ho was puilly of’ sflliDi; 
arms ^ suspcctetl persons. 

Being thus provideii with two swords, w(‘ 
i^ent into James Glasso)>’s palilic, wliore, 
having partaken of some refreshment, we 
remaned solemnly .sitting hy ourselves till 
towards the gloaming, when, rmillcrting that 
it would be a comfort to us itt the htilts of 
our undertaking, I sent out my son to buy 
A Bible, and while he was absent I fill 
acileep. 

On awaking from my slumber I felt 
gmatly composed and refreshed. I reflected 
OD the events of the day, and thi' terrible 
tnitha that bad broken in upon me, and I 
wpi iKrt moved with the .same stings^ of des¬ 
peration that, on my coming to myself, 
m rfiot like fire through my brain; .so I 
to consider of the pur|)osc whereon I 
was bowne, and that I had formed no plan, 
nor settled towards what airt I sliould direct 
■pay tbeps. But I was not the less determined 
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to jirocccd, and I said to my son, was 
sitting veiy tlioughtfid nilli tuk Boot lying 
on the table before bim— 

“ Open the Bible, and see what the Ldtd 
instructs us to do at this time.” And he 
oj>cned it, and the first words he saw and 
read were those of the nineteenth verse of the 
forty-eighth chapter of the Prophet Jere¬ 
miah,— 

‘ () inhabitant of Aroer, stand by the way 
and e.sjn ; ask bim that fleeth, and her that 
esca])eth, and say. What is done^ 

So I rose, and bidding my son close the 
Btx)k, and bring it with him, we went 
with our sword-hilts, and the blades 
with the straw-rope almut them, in our hands, 
into the street together, where we lu|d hO* 
long been w hen a soldier on horseback 
us in great haste; and many persons 
to him as he rode by, inquiring whid news h® 
had brought; but he was in trouble mind, 
and heeded them not till he reached the dot* 
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of the house where the captain of the soldiers 
then ill Irvine was abidiii". 

When he had gone into tlie house and 
delivered his message, he returned to the 
street, where by that time a nudtiludi', among 
‘which we were, Iiad tissembled, and he told to 
the many, wlto imjuired as it were with one 
voice,—That Mr Cargill, and a numerous 
party of the Caineronians, had passed iliat 
efbemoon througli Galston, and it was thought 
they meditated some disturlianee (>’i the skirts 
-olHailBiamock, which made tlie eommander 
King’s forces in that town send for aid 
to the captain of those then in Irvine. 

A» soon as I heard the news, I resoKa'd to 
^tibat night to Kilmarnock, and abide with 
iBT.>tnster>in-law, the widow of mv l>rother 
Jacoh, by whose instrui\jentality I thought 
jMpmight hear where the Caineronians then 
were. For, although I apjiroved not of their 
seperation from the general preshyterian kirk 
rf Scotland, nor was altogether content witli 
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tlieir declaration published at Sanquhar, there 
was yet one clause which, to my spirit, %npoh 
verished of all hope, was as food and raiment 4 
and that tliere may be no perversion con¬ 
cerning the same in after times, I shall here 
set down the words of the clause, and the 
words are these :— 

“ Although w'e be for government and go¬ 
vernors such as the Word of God and our 
Covenant allows, yet we for ourselves, and ell. 
that will adhere to us, do, by tbir presents^ 
disown Charles Stuart, that has been 
iiig (or rather tyrannizing as we may 
the throne of Britain these years byg<me,;.W 
having any right or title to, or interest. 
the crown of Scotland for govemm^it^. Imi 
having folfeited the same several years onoec 
by his ]jer jury and'breach of Covenant bcritk. 
to God and His kirk and further, F didi^ 
prove of those passages wherein it was dBi> 
dared, that ho “ should have been denuded 
of being king, ruler, or magistrate, or hatno^ 
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any power to act or to be obeyed as such 
18 also, “ we being under the stiunlard of oiir 
Lord Jebus Christ, Captain of Salvation, do 
declare a war with such a tyrant and usurjier, 
and all the men of his practices, as enemies 
to our Lord.” 

Accordingly, on hearing that the excom- 
manicated and suflering society of tiie Ciw 
meronians were so near, 1 resolved, on re- 
cmmg the soldier’s information, and on ac- 
(Sount of that recited clause of the Sanciuhar 
dsolmtiaon, to league myself with them, and 
kk thrir avenging battles; for, like 
they had endured irremediable wrongs, 
and oppressions, from the |>ersecu- 
tdfVit *ad for that cause had, like me, abjured 
dwsihlieined and papistical race of die tyran- 
Staarta. With m3fc son, therefore, I 
'iMM toweurd Kilmarnock, in the ho|>e and 
the intent expressed; and though the 
dnd was live long miles, and though I had 
flat apt^ien more to him all day, nor for days. 
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and weeks, and months before, than I have 
set down lierein, wo yet continued to travel 
in silence. 


'J'he niirlit was bleak, and the wind easterij, 
but the road was dry, and my thoughts weie 
eager; and we liastened^inward, and reacb^ 
tlie widow’s door, without the interchan^ of 
a word in all the way. 

“ W’ha do ye want P” said my son, for 
naebodv hae lived here since the 
aunty.” 


I was smote upon the heart, by thesS^Sfir 
words, ns it weie with a stone; for»k 
come into my mind to think of inquiring MP 
long the eclipse of my reason had lasted;'i 8 | 
of what had happened among our friendlSM 
the interim. This shock, however, 
hitary eflect in sta(,'ing the haste 
still in mv thoughts, and I conversed 
my son more collectedly than I could liav£ 
tloiie before it, and he told me of manyti^l!^ 
very doleful to hear, but I was thanlcfob^ 



RINGAN OIMIAIZE. 


153 


leant, that the end of my brother’s widow 
had been in peace, and not caused Ity any f>f 
those grievous unclianees which tlarkened tlie 
lalter days of so many of the pious in that 
epoch of the great displeasure. 

But the disapi^iiitment of finding (liat 
Death had barred her door against us, math' 
it needful to seek a resting-place in some 
public, and as it was not prudent to carry 
(Wr blades and hilts into any siicli place of 
promiscuous resort, we went u|) tlu' town, and 
hi4 them by the star-light in a field at a 
and then returning as wayfarers, 
a public, and Itesjwke a Iwd for 


ento-ed 


,^While we were sitting in that house by the 
fire, I betliought me of .the Bible 
my.son had in hi^hand, and told him 
it would do us gofKl if he would read 
ftdiapter; but just as he was Iteginning, the 



' misOess said— 


'*>“ Sirs, dinna expose yoursels; for wha 

G 2 
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kens but tlie enemy may come in upon you. 
It’s an unco thing now-a-days to be seal 
reading the Bible in a change-house.” 

So, being thus admonished, I bade my sob 
put away the Book; and we retired from the 
fireside, and sat by ourselc in the shadow of a 
corner: and well it was for us that we did 
so, and a providential thing that the worthy 
woman had been moved to give us the ad¬ 
monition ; for we were not many minutes 
within the mirk and obscurity into whicii We 
had removed, when two dragoons, who hlld 
been skirring the country, lik^j |P lld«b(mBi^ 
in pursuit of Mr Cargill, caxi 0 ^hk {Hid tiiet 
themselves down by the fire. Bong 
tired with their day’s h{ird riding, 
wroth and blasphemous against all the'^ifSi- 
venanters for the trouble they gave ; 
and I thought when I hefurd them ven^ilg 
their bitterness, that they spoke as with tlte 
voice of the jx'rsecutors that were the true 
cause of the griev{inces whereof they c(»n- 
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plained; for no doubt it was a Iiati ful thing 
to persons dressed in autliority not to get 
their own way, yet I could not but wonder 
how it never came into the minds of sucli 
persons, that if they hud not trodden uix)n 
the worm it would never have turned. As 
for the Cameronians they were at wai- with 
the house of Stuart, an<l having disowned 
King Charles, it was a tiling to he hxikcd 
that all of his sect and side would he 
consistent enemies. So I was none trou- 
Wiid what the soldiers said of them, hut 
Jpiil^.^rit was chafed into the quick to hear 
'11^ ■ remorselessness of their enmity against 
M ■the Covenanters and preshyterians, re- 



; whom they swore with the hoarse- 
revenge, wishing in such frightful 


AMlBer the whole of us in the dejiths of jicr- 
dl&m, that I could no longer hear them with- 


eat rebuking their cruel hatred and most foul 


iBq>iety. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

“ WiiAT gars you, young man,” said I to the 
fieriest of tlie two dragoons, an Englishel*, 
“ wliutgars you in that dreadful manner 
and blaspheme honest men, who would, if 
they were permitted, dwell in peace with 
mankind r” • 

“ Pennitted !” cried he, turning to«h^ i||£l 
jilaeing his chair between me and the 
“ and who does not permit them ? Let 
seek the way to heaven according to law,ii||i 
no one will trouble them.” 

“ Theolaw, I’m thinking,” replied 
mildly, “is mair likely to direct them 
other place.” 

“ Here’s a fellow,” cried the soldier, rkstJ 
ously laughing to his companion, “ 
calls the King’s proclamation the devil's 
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post. I say, friend, come a little nearer the 
light. Is yotir name C’argill 'f'’’ 

“ No,” replied I; and the light of tlie lire 
then happening to shine hriglit in his face, 
ray son laid his trembling hand on mine, and 
whispered to me wi^i a faltering tongui'— 

** O ' It’s one of the villains that Ininit our 
honse, and-” 

What more he ailded I know not, for at 
tbfr word I leapt from my .seat, and riishwl 


tipon the soldier His companion flew in 1 k‘- 

E a us; hut the moment that the criminal 
my son, who also sprung forward, he ut- 
t a feari’ul howl of horror, and darted out 
house 

^ 0 Vhe other soldier was suqirised, hut col- 
; and shutting the door, to^revent us 
pursuing or escaping, said— 

'* What the devil's this 


“ That’s my father,” said niy son tioldly, 
filingan Gilhatze of Quharist.” 

«The dragoon lookeil at roe for a moment 
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with concern in his countenaiwe, and then re¬ 
plied, “ I have heard of your name, but I wa» 
not of the party. It was a damned black job. 
But sit down, Ecclesfield will not be badt- 
lie has ever since of a night been afraid of 
ghosts, and lie’s off as if he had seen one. So 
ilon’t disturb yourself, but be cool.” 

I made no answer, nor could I; but I tei* 
turned and sat down in the corner where we 
had been sitting, and my son, at the same 
time, tiKik his place beside me, laying hUhaad 
on mine : and I heard his heart beatings bwt 
he too said not a word. 

It happened that none of the pe(^le;b4^ 
longing to the house were present at tha*tqji» 
roar ; but hearing the noise, the mistresA 
the gudenjan came rushing ben. The sdi^n^ 
who .still stood calmly with his back to- tfe 
door, noilded to them to come towards ham 
which they did, and he began to tell than 
.something in a whisper. The landlord held 
his hands and shook his head, and the 
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tres* cried, with tears iii her eyes, “ No won¬ 
der ! no wonder !” 

« Had ye no l)etter fjang out and sve foi 
Ecclesfield ?" said the landlord, with a signi¬ 
ficant look to the soldier. 

The young man *ast his eyes down, and 
seemed thoughtful. 

** I may lie blamed,” .said he. 

“ Gang but the house, glide wife, and bring 
the gardivine,” resumed the gudein.ui; anti I 
tSKm Mm touch her on the arm, and she im- 


ai|i®ately went again into the rtxmi whence 
ttiqf had issued. “ Come into t|j|c fire. Jack 
PrliMsor, and sit down,” continued he, and 
||ii%oIdier, with some reluctance, tjuitted the 
and took his seat between n'“ and it, 
‘sthere Ecclesfield had been sitting 

,mYc ken. Jack,” he pjsumetl when they 
seated, “ that unless there are two of 
.jpgl present, ye canna put any man to the test, 
Itr that every body w ho has not liecn tested is 
'fifee to go wheresoever it pleasures hiniscl ” 
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The draifoon looked compassionately to- 
\vards me ; and the mistress cominjr in at the 
time with a case-hottle under her arm, and a 
trrei’ii Dutch dram-glass in her hand, she fill- 
I’d it with brandV, and gave it toiler husband. 

“ Here’s to you, Jack Windsor,” said the 
landlord, as lie jnit the glass to his lips, 
“ and I wish a’ the English in England were 
as onlerly and good-hearted as yoursel. Jack 
AVind sor.’’ 

He tlien held the glass to the mistress, and 
she made it a li)>)>y. 

“ Hae, Jjick,” said the landlord, “ I’m sniie, 
after your hard travail the day, ye’ll no lie 
the waiir of a dram.” 

“ ('urse the liquor,” exclaimed the dragoon, 
“ I’m not to be bribed by a dram.” 

" Nay,” cried the landlord, “ Gude forbid 
that I shoidd be a briber,” still, holding tl» 
glass towards the soldier, who sat thougfat- 
ful posture, plainly swithcring. *' 

“ That fellow Ecclesfield,” said he, aa/it 
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were to himself, “ the <;;inu's ii|) witti him in 
this world.” 

“ And in tlie nevt too, J.iek \\'!i\(lM>r, if 
he does na rejK'iil,” rejilied tl)e landlord ; an<i 
the dragoon ])iit forth his hand, and taking the 
glass, drtink oil' the firandv. 

“ It's a damned hard service this here in 
Scotland,” said Windsor, holding the einptv 
glass in Ills hand. 

“’Deed is't Jtiek,” said the knidlord, “ and 
it canna Ik; ajvlensant thing to a wann-lieart- 
ed lad like you. Jack AVindsor, to he ravag- 
fflg poor country folk, oidy hecao.se they hae 
a Ikjc in their honnets about [irel.icv.' 

** Damn prelacy, stiys I,” exclaimed the 

dragoon. 

“ AVhisht, whisht, Jack,” s.aid Ihe land¬ 
lord; “hut when a inaifs sae scomfisht .is 
yO' maun he the iiiglil after yoiir skirririg, 
a'word o’ vexation eanna l)e a great faut. 
Gudewife, fill J;u k’s gl.iss again. A v II he a' 
better o’t, Jack and he took the gl-i'- 
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from the clra<;oon’s liand and lield it to his 
wife, who a^aiii filled it to the flowing eye. 

“ I should think,” said the dragoon, “ that 
lleelesfield cannot he far off. He ought not 
to havi' run away till w'e had te.sted the 
strangers.” 

“ Ah ! Jack Windsor,” replied the land¬ 
lord, holding out the glass to him, “ that’s 
easy for you, an honest lad w'i’ a clear coi*> 
science, to say, but think o’ what Ecclesfield 
was art and part in. Ye may thank your 
stars, .lack, that ye hae ne’er been guilty o’ 
the foul things that he’s wyted wi’. Are your 
father and motlier living. Jack Windsor ?” * 

“ I ho])e so,” said the dragoon, “ but 
old man was a little so so when I last heard 
of'em.” 

“ Aye, .Tack,’’ replied the landlord, “ iuild 
folks are failingsubjects. Yehae some brotheri 
and sisters nae doubt ? They maun be weeli- 
looked an they're onv thing like you, Jack.” 

“ I have but one si.stcr,” replied the dwu. 
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goon, “ and tlierc’s not a gooilor girl ii» Kng- 
land, nor a lady in it that lias ilio IdiMim of 
Sally Windsor.” 

“ YcVe braw folk, you Ihiglislicr.s, and 
ye’re happy folk, wliilk is far better," .sajil the 
landlord, presenting <he seeond glass, «hieh 
Jack drank off at oiiei', and riturtu-d to the 
mistress, signifying \iitli his hand th.at he 
wantetl no more ; iijton whieh she retired with 
the gardi^nc, while the landlord eoiiiinued, 
“ it’s weel for you in the south yonder, Jack, 
that your prelates do not harass honest folk." 

** We have no prelates in lingland, thank 
Grod,” said the dragoon ; “ we wouldn't have 
eoB, our parsons arc other sort o’ ihings. ' 

I thought ye had an host o' bishops, 
Jack,” said the landlord. 

” True, and gtxnl fellow* some on 'em are ; 
hut though prelates he bishops, hisho])s a'n'i 
piclates, which makes a difl'erenee.” 

“ And a blessed dirterenee it is; for how 
wttRlld ye like to hear of vour father's house 
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hi iiio- ])iii-nt ;m(l Itim in prison, and yourlwnny 
innocent sister r—lih ! is nae that Ecclesfield's 
foot elam])erinn; vi’ Itis spurs at the door?” 

The drati-oon listened again, and looked 
thoughtful for a little time, and turned his 
lyes liaslilv towards the'eorner where we were 
sitting. 

'J'he landlonl eyed him anxiously. 

“ Yes,” cried the ])oor fellow, .starting from 
his scat, ;md striking his ckxsed right band 
sharjily into liis left; “ yes, I ought and I 
will;” .adding ctihnly to the landlord, “ #OiS- 
found I’.eelesileld, where the devil is he gone ? 
I'll go .see;” and he instantly went out. 

The moment he had left the kitchen, the 
landlord rose and said to us, “ Flee, flee, and 
(|uil this dangerous town !” 

Whereupon wc> rose hastily, and my son 
lifting the Ilihh', which he had laid in the 
darkness of the corner, wc instanter left the 
house, and, notivitlistanding the speed that 
was in ottr steps as wo hurried up the street, 
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I hod a glintpsc of tlio ooii)|i.i-s^ionah' ^oldn i 
standing al ilic oonicr of tiu' Iioom ulicn ui 
ran by. 

Tiiu.s, in a very i‘Xtna)rdin;iiy in.iiiin i , uas 
the dreadful wo that liad iH'falk'ii me and 
mute most wonderfulfy made a mean, ihiougli 
the conscience of Jaccleslield, lo efl'eciuate ovii- 
escajte. 
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<’iiAr. XVIII. 

On Icaviii”- llu' |)iil)lic ‘wf vvTiit straij^ht to 
ilu' wIktc our blades and belts lay, and 
took ilieni ii|), and jn’oeeeded in an easterly 
(lireetioi). Jbit 1 soon found that I was no 
loneir llie man 1 bad <jnee been; suiferinfr 
and the fever c-f mv frenzy bad impaired my 
stia'n;;t]i, and the \vei<;bt of four and fifty 
vear,' was on niy baek ; so that I began to 
weary for a jilaee of rest for the night, and I 
looked often around to diseover the star, of 
anv window ; but all was dark, and tfie bleak 
eastc'i'lv nind searehed my very bones; even 
inv son. whose sbirdy liealth and youtby 
bkxKl made liini abler to thole the nightaWT} 
eoniplaiiied of the nipjnng cold. 

VIany a tinu' vet, when I remember that 
niolit, do I tliink witli wonder and reverence of 
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our condition. An inliini -hniiid iii.-in. 

Kitli u clcrait|;i'<l head and a liroki n luart. inn¬ 
ing forth amidst the ink r's «ind, « ilh a litiIr 
l>oy, not j)assnig tliirterii x iairs of age, to pull 
down from his tlirom- the giianled King of 
three mighty kingdoms,—and we did it,— 
mich was tlie doom of ateiigmg pi'dee, and 
such tile jileasnre of Heaven. Ihil let nu 
pnxtccd to rehearse the trials 1 was reinnii il 
to undergo hefore the aeeomjilisintu nt of dial 
high pretlestination. 

Wearv, as I have said, m iw cold and di- 
constdate, we walki'd hirpling togetliei loi 
aome time ; at last we lieard the rinnhline of 
wheels In-fore ns, and mv son riiniiing for 
ward came hack and told me it u.i' a eat- 
tier. I hastened on, and with a giiat sati'- 
found it was Jlohin Ihown, the Ayt 
4nd KilmanuH'k carrier. I had known him 
WeJi for many years, and surely it was a pro¬ 
vidential thing that we nu t hint m onr dist res-, 
frn* he was the hrotlu-r of a godly niaii, on 
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the sense at the time, but of witich tlu- mor¬ 
row showed no memorial. 

I said nothin|^ to Robin Rroun of uluit 
tgy intent was, but that I was on my way to 
(ois the Cameronians, if I knew where they 
be found ; and be informed me, that 
sdtor^the raid of Airsinoss they biul .scatter¬ 
ed tbemseives into tlie South country, wliere, 
•fr^^lfcShouse had the chief command, the 
SMinber of their friends was likely to he daily 
, by the natural i.s.sue of his eruel- 
that vindictive exasja-ration, which 
laion and an affi'ction of his mind for 
iiture he had met with at Drum- 



said the worthy man, “ I hoja, 
I Gilhaize, ye’ll yet consider* the step 
ye tak it. Ye're nt* at this time in a 
to'health to warsle wi’ hardship, and 
die, there’s owrc young to l)e o’ ony 
-the way o’ war; for ye ken the Cam- 
hae declar’t war against the King, 

III. II 
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and, being few and far apart, they’re fatmted 
down in a’ places.” 

“ If I canna fight wi’ men,” replied my 
brave stripling, I can help my father; bat 
I’m no fcar’t: David was but a herd 
maybe nae auldcr nor l/*gger than me, itHlien 
he fell’t the muckle Philistine wi’ a stane.” 


I made no answer myself to Robitt BropTi’s 
remonstrance, because my resolutiod^Wi glid¬ 
ed as it were with a gir of brass and ad4fiint, 
and, therefore, to reason more or farth^lfjiilB* 
cerning aught but of the means to 
my purjxwe, was a thing I could nat^i^bldb. 
Only I said to him, that being 
not in my wonted health, I would 
compose myself to sleep, and he would 
me when he thought fit, for that I W0|^||^|(p 
go with him to Olasgow, but shape 
towards the South country. So I 
myself out, and my dear son laid faimjli||P$t 
my back, and the worthy man happttljj^^ 
with his plaid, we soon fell asleep. 
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When the cart stopped at the Kingswell, 
■where Robin was in the usage of Imlting half 
Itn hour, he awoke us; and there being no 
ttrangers in the house we alighted, and going 
tBtnned ourselves at the fire. 

Oot of a compaaeiou for me the mistress 
warmed 4 nd spiced a pint of ale; but, instead 


q£ doiog me any good, I had not long par- 
Ctkea trf the same when I experienc ed a great 
Ocd|tees8 and a trembling in my limbs, in so 
that I felt myself very ill, and prayed 
woman to allow me to lie down in a 
which she consented to do in a most 
jji^ptable manner, causing her husband, who 
VijK.ji covenanted man, as I afterwards found, 
out of his, and give me their own. 
cold and the tremblings weil‘ but the 

S mgu and beginnings .of a sore malady, 
jaoon rose to such a head that llobin 
I taiglet more than two hours for me; 

f .fltill I grew worse and worse, and could 
be removed for many days. On the fifth 
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I was brought so nigh unto the gates of death 
that my son, who never left the bed-stock, 
thought at one time I had been released from 
my trouh le. But I was reserved for the task 
that the I.ord had in store for me, and from 
that time T began to Recover; and nothing 
could exceed the tenderness wherewith I was 
treated by tliose Samaritan Christians, the 
landloj-d and his wife of the public at King^ 
well. This dh temper, however, left a jg^eat 
imbecility of body behind it; and I woildt^C^ 
whether it could be of providence to preflftB® 
me from going forward with my avenging 
]5ose against Charles Stuart and his 
lors. 


Being one day in this frame of dubiety, 
in the bed, and my son sitting at my piQo^l 
said to him, “ Get the Book, and i 
read which he accordingly did; andl 
verse that he east his eye upon was the fir 
fourth of the seventh chapter of Isaiah, “ ^ 
arrows anti with bows shall men come.” 
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. ** Stop,” said I, “ and go to the window 
rfnd see who are coiningbut when he w'ent 
thither and looked out he could see no one 
far nor near. Yet still I heard the tramp of 
many feet, and I said to him, “ Assuredly, 
Joseph, there are many persons coining to¬ 
wards this house, and I think they are not 
men of war, for their steps are loose, anil they 
march not in the order of battle.” 

This I have thought was a wonderful 
ijfiarpness of hearing with which I was for a 
licatftn then ^fted; for soon after a crowd 
•at persons were discovered coming over the 
p ip in' towards the house, and it proved to be 
ptft Cargill, writh alx)ut some sixty of the 
tppneronians, who had been hunted from out 
hiding-places in the south. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


It is surely a most strange matter, that 
ever I come to think and to write of the‘<S^ti 
of that period, and of my sickness at Eings- 
well, my thoughts relapse into infirmity, aad 
aJl which then passed move, as it were, before 
me in mist, disorderly and fantastical. 
wherefore need I thus descant of my' 
estate, when so many things of the 
concernment are pressing upon my tab 
registratirn ? Be it therefore edoQgh 
mention here how much I was reAresh^^ 
the prayers of Mr Cargill, who was 1 
into my si'ck-chanilx?r, where he wrestled 
great efficacy for recovery; and 1 
he had made an end, I felt so much st 
cned, that I caused myself to be raised ; 
my bed and placed in a chair at die 
window, that I might see the men who 
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bwlelsteailened from on higli, by tlic sense of 
liieke flufferings, to proclaim war against the 
99|lil|>«wom King, our common foe. 

Witty were scattered before the liouse, to 
tte IWmber of more than fifty, some sitting 
«e<lR(ttees, others stretched on the heather, and 
•"foir walking about by tliemselves, niminat- 
oa mournful fancies. Their appearance 
tljought wild and raised,—their beards 
|Hi0t been shaven for many a day,—tlieir 
was also much rent, and they had all 
great misfortunes in their families 
substance. Their homes had been made 
4b|a|olate; some had seen their sons put to 
and iMt a few the ruin of their inno- 
l|ikt daughters and the virtuous wives of their 
s,—all by the fruit of laws and e<licts 
issued from the^ouncils of Charles 
and were enforced by men drunken 




im Ae authority of his arbitrary will. 

But Aough my spirit clove to theirs, and 
was in unison with their intent, I could not 
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but doubt of so poor a handful of fordona 
men, though it be written, that the race is 
not to the swift nor the battle to the strong, 
and I called to my son to bring me the 
Book, that I might be instructed from the 
Wi)rd what I ought at tiiat time to do; and 
when lie had done so I opened it, and the 
twenty-second chapter of Genesis met my 
eye, and I was awed and trembled. Mid «ay 
heart was melted with sadness and an agon^ 
ing grief. For the command to Abrahaoirthl 
sacrifice I.saac his only son, whom he so lovedt 
on the mountains in the land of Moriah, requir¬ 
ed of me to part with my son, and to send 
with the Cameronians; and I prayed widi U 
weeping spirit and the imploring sileime 
paretjt’s heart, that the Lord would be p]eMQi| 
not to put my faith^to so great a trial. 

I t(H)k the Book again, and I opeiied’®ji 
second time, and the command of the saeSlid 
oracle was presented to me in the fifth rem 
of the fifth chapter of Ecclesiastes— 
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Better is it that thou shouldcst not vow, 
than that thou shouldcst vow and not i)ay ’' 
But still the man and the father tvere ]X)wer- 
fiil with my soul; and the weakness of ilisease 
was in me, and I callwl my son towards me, 
and I bowed my head upon his hands as he 
stood before me, and wej)t very bitterly, and 
pressed him to my bosom, anti was lt>ath to 
•Old him away. 

He knew not what caused the strugf'le 
wiierewith he saw me so moved, and he he- 
eame touched with fear lest my reason was 
again going from me. But I dried my eyes, 
told him it was nut so, and that maybe 
I would be better if I could comfKtse myself 
ho read a chapter. So I again opened the 
atoliime, and the third command was in the 
%MBty-8ixth verse of the **ighth chapter of St 
itfatthew: 

Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith P’' 
But still notwithstanding my relxdlious 
Jieart would not consent;—^and I cried,—“ I 
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am a poor infirm, desolate, and destitute tdOxt, 
and he is all that is left me. O that 
were closed in death, and that this head, ttiiicfa 
.sorrow, and care, and much misery hare wade 
untimely grey, were laid on its cold pdl9% 
and the green curtain <of> the still kirk«yiild 
wore drawn around me in my last long sle€|>."^ 

Then again the softness of a mothei'^ptod* 
ness came upon my heart, and I grai^pM the 
wondering stripling’s hands in mine, 
them, saying, “ But it must be so, it k 
Lord’s will,—thrice has he commanded, ai^ 
I dare not rebel thrice.” 

“ What has he commanded, fathfl',’’ ufS. 
the boy, “ what is his will, for ye ken itrawiti 
be done 

“ Read'” said I, “ the twenty-second 
ter of Genesis.” 

“I ken’t, father; it’s about AbrahMOllB 
wee Isaac; but though ye tak me into^H^ 
land of Moriah, and up to the top df thett^ 
maybe a ram will be catched by the horiHl4b 
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whin-bush for the burnt-offering, and ye’ll 
no hae ony need to kill me.” 

At that moment Mr Cargill came again 
into the room to bid me farewell; but seeing 
my ton standing with the tear of simplicity in 
his eye, and me inS.iM weakness of my inlirtn 
«itate weeping upon his hands, he stopped 
sad inquired what then had so moved us; 
whmeupon I looked towards him and said— 

** I was taken with the malatly tliut 

film t^s changed the man in me to more than 
^ l^tleness of woman, ye ken, as I have 
iiheady told you, we were twwne to seek your 
^|p:<Hitaiid to fight on your side. But when 1 
mlidid your dejected and much-persecuted 
a doubt came to me, that surely it could 
be that the Lord intended through them 
to bnt^ dxiut the de%erance of the land ; 
i|||dunder this doubt as to what I should now 
jim nud my limbs being moreover still in the 
flatters of sickness, I consulted the oracle of 
ISod.” 
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“ And what has been the answer ?” 

“ It has instructed me to send my son wWi 
you. But O, it is a terrible probation.” 

“ You liave done well, my friend,” replied 
the godly man, “ to seek advice from th» 
Woiu); but apply agaii^and maybe—^maybe, 
Illngan, ye’ll no be put to so great a trial.” 

I'o this I could only say, “ Alas! «r, 
twice have I again consulted the oracle, and 
twice has the answer been an exhortation and 
a rejwoach that I should l)e so loth to ol)ey3 

“ But what for, father,” interposed my so% 
“ need ye be sac fashed alwut it. I woui 
ne’er refuse •,—I’m ready to gang, if ye 
na sac weakly ;—and though the folk aforn 
the house are but a wee walF-like, ye ken Itil 
wFitten in the Book, that the race is not tfe 
the swift nor the battle to the stroi^.” 

Mr Cargill hx)ked with admiratioh at Mi 
confidence of this young piety, and layii^ 
hand on the toy’s head, said, “ I have nflt 
found so great faith, no, not in Israel. Tto 
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Lord is in this, Ringan, put your trust in 

Him.” 

Whereupon I took my son’s Iiand and I 
placed it in the martyr’s hand, and I said, 
“ Take him, lead him wheresoever ye will. 
I have sinned almost to disohedienee, hut tli” 
donhdence has been renewed within me.” 

“ Rejoice,” said Mr Cargill, in words that 
were as the gift of health to my enh'cbled 
spirit, “ Rejoice, and be exceeiliug glad ; for 
^reat is your reward in heaven ; for so perse¬ 
cuted they the projthels which were before 

he pronounced the latter clause I felt 
tn|ft.thoughts flash with a wild remembrance 
sf.tie desolation of my house ; but he began 
tti’Rturn thanks for the (x)mfort tlfat he him- 
aelf enjoyed in hi.s outcast condition, of be- 
liekling so many proofs of the unshaken con¬ 
stancy of faith still in the land, and ])rayed 
far me in words of such sweet elotpietice, that 
even in the parting from mv son,—my last, 
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whom I loved so well, they cherished me with 
a joy passing all understanding. 

At the conclusion of his inspired thanks¬ 
giving, I kissed iny Joseph on the forehead^ 
and bidding him remember what his fatlie9|fs 
house had been, bade hinf farewell. 

His young heart was too full to reply; and 
Mr Cargill too was so deeply affected that 
he said nothing; so, after shaking me by ihe 
hand, he led him away. 

And if I did sin when they were departed{ 
in the complaint of my childless desolatum, 
for no less could I account it, it was a 4 ^ 
that surely will not be heavily laid agahtitt 
me. “ O Absalom, my son, my son,—-wcndd 
I had tlied for thee,” cried the warlike 
David, wiien Absalom was slain in 
against him, and ht' had stiU many childitti 
but my innocent Absalom was all that 1 hnH 
left. 
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CHAP. XX. 

DIKING the season tliat the malady continued 
upon me, throuf^h the unsuspected a/;ency of 
Robin Brown, a paction was entered into with 
oenw of my neighlK)urs, to take the lands of 
Qt:diariBt on tack atnon<>- them, and to ])ay me 
tl'secnt stipend, hy which, means were oh- 
tatoed to maintain me in a decency when I 
4^ able to be removed into Glasgow. And 
my strength was so far restored that I 
coijdd bear the journey, th<’ same go<Kl man 
«lltei«d into a stipulation with Mrs Aird, the 
liifetof a gospel minister, to receive me as a 
Ibdger, and be carried ir,«e in on his cart to 
iMr house at the foot of the Stock well. 

With that excellent person I continued se- 
tfand months unmolested, hut without hearing 
iWjr tidings of my son. Afflicting tales were 
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however of frequent occurrence, concerning 
the rigour wliercwlth the Cameronians were 
hunted ; so that what with anxiety, and the 
hackwardness of nature to rally in ailments 
ayont lifty, I continued to languish, incap¬ 
able of doing any thing ic furtherance of the 
vow of vengeance that I had vowed. Nor 
should I supjiress, that in my infirmity there 
was often a wildness about my thoughts, by 
which I was unfitted at times to hold com¬ 
munion with other tnen. 

On these occasions I sat wondering if the 
things around me were not the substanceless 
imageries of a dream, and fancying that »hose 
terrible truths wlna-eof I can yet only trust my¬ 
self to hint, might be the fallacies of a diseased 
sleej). And I contested as it were with the 
reality of all that I saw, touched, and Wtj, 
and struggled like one oppressed with an klw! 
cubus, that I might awake and find myself 
again at Quharist in the midst of my fannly^ 

At other times I felt all the loneliness of the' 

4 



RINGAN GILHAIZE. 


185 


solitude into which my lot was then cast, and 
i< was in vain tliat I tried to ai)jK‘ase my 
craving a^ections witli the tlioiiglit, that in 
parting with my son I had given him to tlie 
Lwd. I durst not say to myself there was 
aught of frenzy in <that consecration ; hut 
when I heard of Cameroniaiis sliol on flic 
hills or brought to the scaffold, I ppyed 
that I might receive some token of an accept¬ 
ed offering in what I had doim. 

Sterner feelings too had tlieir turns of pre¬ 
dominance. I recalled the manifold calami- 
taes which withered iny native land—the guilty 
provocations that the people had received— 
the merciless avarice and rapacious profli- 
gaej that had ruined so many worthies—the 
crimes that had scattered so many families— 
asd the contempt with whit^h all our wrongs 
4Bid woes were regarded; and then I would 
leraember my avenging vow, and sujrplicate 
&r health 

At last, one day Mrs Aird, who had been 
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out on some household cares, returned hotBC 
in great distress of mind, telling me that tJfe 
soldiers had got hold of Mr Cargilly- and 
brouffht him into the town. 

This happened about the ninth or tentl^df 
July, in the afternoonand the day heiag 
very sultry, the heat had oppressed me "With 
langi^r, and I was all day as one lad^* witil 
sleep. But no scxmcr had Mrs Aird told 300 
this, than I felt the languor depart from me, 
as if a cumbious cloak had been taken 
and I rose up a recruited and re-anmaated 
man. It was so much the end of my deh&ty 
of body and sorrowing of mind, that she Vaa 
loquacious with her surprise when she wr 
me, as it were, with a miraculous restcHWtiOD, 
prepare myself to go out in order to leum, if 
possible, some account of my son. 

When, however, I went into the street, 
saw a crowd gathered around the . gstasdf 
house, my heart failed me a little, not $1$ 
fear, but because the shouts of the muUteodlll 
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WCM like the yells and derisions of insult; 
and a thought they were poured upon the 
holy sufihrer. It was not, however, st); the 
gospdUtaught people of Glasgow were, not- 
Ibri^standing their prclatic thraldom, moved 
fiff otherwise, and thtir shouts and scoffings 
were against a townsman of their own, wlio 
had reviled the man of God on seeing him a 
prisoner among the soldiers in the guard- 
hoase. 

jsint then knowing this I halted, dubious if 

I 

1 i^iudd go forward ; and while standing in 
la trSlithar at the comer of the Stoekwell, a 
cart came up from the bridge, driven by a 
stripling. ' I saw that the cart and horse were 
Bl^hin Brown’s, and before I h:id time to 
kxdt srouttl, my son had me by the' hand. 

We said little, but rejwiced to see each 
adler agmn. I observed, however, that his 
il^nrel was become old, and that his eyes 
irwe grown quick and eager like those of the 
lomted Cameronians whom I saw at Kingswell. 
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“We hac ta’en Robin Brown’s cart fjiae 
liini,” said he, “ tliat I might come wi’t^un- 
jealoused into tlie town, to hear wlyrf's to be 
done wi’ the minister; hut I maun tak it 
hack the night, and maybe we’ll fa’ in the- 
gitlier again when I liae done my errand.” 

Witli that he parted from me, and giving 
tile horse a touch with his whip, drove it 
along towards the guard-house, whistlin g Ake 
a blithe country lad that had no care. ^ 

As soon as he had so left me, I went bludc 
to Mrs Aird, and providing myself with 
money I had in the house, I went to a shop 
and bought certain articles of apparel, which 
having made up into a bundle, I requested, 
the better to disguise my intent, the mar- 
chant to wirry it himself to Robin Brown the 
Ayr carrier’s cart,#, and give it to the lad who 
w'as with it, to take to Joseph 6ilhaize,<<fHi 
thing easy to be done, both the horse aai' 
cart being well known in those days to thrf 
chief merchants then in Glasgow. 
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When I had done this I wont to tho bridiro, 
atid^S^aning orcr it, looked into tlio jieaoofiil 
flowing title, and there waited for nearly an 
hour before I saw my son returning; and 
when at last he came, I could perceive, a> he 
was approaching, that he did not wish 1 
should speak to him, while at the same time 
he edged towards me, and in jiassing, said as 
it were to himself, “ The bundle’s safe, and 
he’s for Edinburgh by which I knew that 
the apparel I had bought for him was in his 
hands, and that he had learnt Mr Cargill was 
tn ^ sent to Edinburgh. 

TUs latter circumstance, however, o])ened 
to me a new light with resjjcct to t!u‘ Camer- 
ontaps, and I gues.sed that they had friends 
in -the town with whom they were m secret 
correspondence. But, aias* the espiontige 
all on their part, as I very soon w as 
to^know by experience. 

iTiough the interviews with Jo.sc-ph, mv 
Kte, passed, as I have herein narrated, thev 
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had not escaped observance. For some 
before, though I was seen but as I ^ 


invalid man, somewhat unsettled u/his miadt 

t ’ 

there were persons who marvelled where£oaee 


it was that I dwelt in such sequestration with 


Mrs Aird ; and their marvelling set thee^|l^ 
of the prelacy upon me. And it so feU «it 
that .some of those evil persons, who, foe hw'O 
or malice, had made tlicmselves the beagles of 
the })crsecutors, haj)pened to notice the mas- 
ner in which my son came up to iSae W^n he 


entered the city driving Robin Bj;own's cart, 
and they jealoused somewhat of the tne^‘. 
They followed him unsuspected, and a#lif 


in what manner he mingled mth the crowd; 


and they traced liim returning oat the 
town w ith seemingly no other cause for 


ing come into lit, than to receive th^ 
store of apjmrel that I had provided Idtlillp. 
This was ground enough to justify aaydK 
lestation against us, and accordingly the SMi 
night I was arrested, and earned next 
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ii^to Edinburgh. The cruel officers would 
hdve forced me to walk with the soldiers, hut 
every one who beheld my pale face and eiua- 
cu^ed frame, cried out against it, and a cart 
wa» allowed to me. 

On reaching Edinbi«-gh I was placed in the 
tcdbooth, where many other sufferers for tlie 
cause of the Gospel were then lying. It was 
and tm unwholesome den ; many of tfie 
gttiltli^ inmates were so wasted, tli.al they 
were’''tt^er like frightful effigies of death 
than living men. Their .skins were yellow, 
and <01^ hands were ro])ed and warj)t with 
^ftt^and sinews in a manner very awfid to 
aee. Their eyes were vivid witli a strange 
dy^iMiperature, and tliere was a charnel-house 
MnUjotny in the melancholy with which they 
tihaiti9)aied a new brother iia affliction, that 
ouala me feel when I entered among them, as 
come into the dark almde of spectres, 
.nil gaanes, and dismal shadows. 

the prison was crowded over-much, and 
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though life was to many not worth the ^are 
of preservation, they yet esteemed i^as the 
gift of their Maker, and as such considered it 
their duty to prolong for his sake. It was 
therefore a rule with them to stand in succes¬ 
sive bands at the windftws, in order that they 
might taste of the living air from without; 
and knowing from dismal experience, that those 
who came in the last suffered at first more 
than those who were before, it was a charit¬ 
able self-denial among them to allow |o such a 
longcT jieriod of the window, their only solace. 

Thus it was that on the morning the 
third day after I had been immured in thirt 
dolefid place, I was standing with teveral 
others behind a party of those who welh in 
jxissession of the enjoyment, in order that we 
might take theii*places when the hour eitpinadi 
and while we were thus awaiting in patien«^i^ 
tedious elapse of the weary moments, iltibSit 
« as beard in the streets as of the approai^'Oi 
a multitude. 
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•There was sonietirme: in the coiniiitr sound 

r' 

6f that tumult uiihko the noise of anv other 
multitude;—c\er and anon ti feeble sliontin^, 
and then the roll ol’ a rlniin ; but the' general 
sough was a miinnur of horror followed by a 
rushing, as if the ])e(^)le weri' seared by some 
dreadful sight. 

-The noise giew louder and nearer, and 
hoarse bursts of a\ersion and ano'i r, mingled 
with lamentations, were ilisiijutlj heard. 
Eyery one in the prison pressed to tin 
window, wondeiing what hideous ])ri»eession 
OO^d occasion the expression of such eontra- 
rious feelings in the ])opnlaee, and all eaoer 
to catch a glimpse of the dismal pageant, ex¬ 
pecting that it was some devoted vietini, who, 
according to the practice of the ttme, 
treated as a sentenced eriwinal, even as he 
waa conveyed to his trial. 

What do you sen; t” .said I to one of 
the prisoners who clung to the b.ars of iron 
with which the window near where I strxKl 
VOL. III. I 
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was grated, and who thereby saw farther 
down tile street. 

“ I can see but the crowd coming,” said 
lie, “ and every one is looking as if he grew- 
ed at something not yc't in sight.” 

At that moment, and while he was speaking, 
there was a sudden silence in the street. 

“ What has hajipencd P” said om^f the 
suherers near me ; my heart beat 
that I would not myself iiujuire. 

“ They have stopjied,” was the ^swer; 
“ hut now they come. I see the magistrates. 
Their guard is before them,—the proVoSt ia 
first —tliey are coming two and two—and llMy 
look very .sorrowful.” 

Are there but the magistrates?” said I, 
making tm effort to press in closer to the 

Mindow. 

•• Ave, now it is at hand,” said the laaa, 
echo was clinging to the grating of the win¬ 
dow. “ The soldiers are marching on etudi 
side—I sec the prisoners ;—^their hands tire 
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tied behind, ilk. loaded wl‘ a j^oad of iron—tliev 
dre bareheaded —ane — twa — three—four— 
five—they are five falherly-lookine- men.’' 

“ They are ('ameronians,'’ said I, some 
what released, I know not «her(>fore, nnlesN 
it was because he .spoke of no youth heino- 
among them. 

“ Hush !” said he, “ heri' is nnolher—lie 
iit on horseback— I .see the horse’s head—Oh 
the suficrer is an old grey-headed inini.ster— 
hiaJtead is uncovered—he is jtlaced with his 
fa^ to the horse’s tail —his hands are tied, 
a^d.'las are fastened with a ro]>e beneath 
‘the horse’s belly. —Hush ! they are passim; 
under the window.” 

At that moment a shriek of horror rosi 
from all then hiking out, and cverf one re¬ 
coiled from the window. *In the same in- 
a bloody head on a halbert was held np 
to 08.— >Z looked—I saw the ghastly features, 
aod I would have kissed those lifeless lips ; 
lai^ O ! they were my son s. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

I HAD laid tl)at son, nfy only son, whom I 
so loved, on the altar of the Covenant, an 
off'erinir unto the Lord ; hut still I did hope 
that maybe it would be according to the 
mercy of wisdom that He would provide a 
lamb in the bush for the sacrifice; and when 
the stnpling had ])arted from me, I- o&eit 
felt as the motlier feels when the milk of low 
is in her bosom, and her babe no longer 
I shall not, however, here relate how ray 
s(»nl was wounded at yon sight, nor ask the 
courteoifs reader to conceive with what agony 
I exclaimed, “ \Phercfore was it. Lord, thliJt 
I was commanded to do that unfruitful thing!** 
for in that very moment the cry of my 
ing faith was rebuked, and the mystery of the 
reqitircd sacrifice was brought into woQchr- 
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ful effect, inanifestiii^' that it was for no ligln 
purpose I had heeii so tried. 

My fellow-snderer, who huni;' hy the bars 
of the ])rison-window, was, like I hi’ otluT wit¬ 
nesses, so sliaken hy the wofiil spectacle, 
that he suddenly jt-rked himself aside to 
avoid the sight, and by that action tln' Height 
of his body loosened the bar, so thtit when 
^e pageantry of horrors had jiassed by, he 
felt it move in his grip, and he tolil us that 
Mlitoly Providence had an invisible htuid in 
bloody scene; for, by the loosening of 
that stancher, a mean was given wheri'by we 
might all escajie. Accorditigly it w as agreed, 
that as soon as the night closed over the 
WCHtld, we should join our strengths together 
to bend the bar from its socket in tife lintel. 

And then it was I told tlA.-ni that wlnit they 
had seen was the last relic of iny martyred 
£unily ; and w'c matle ourselves wroth with 
the recital of our several wrongs ; for all 
time had endured the scourge of the [lerse- 
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c'utors ; and we took each other by the hand^ 
and swore a dreadful oath, never to desist in 
our endeavours till we had wrenched tlie scep- 
ire from the tyrannical grasp of the Stuarts, 
and broken it into jtieces for ever; and we 
burst into ;i wild strain bf complaint and ckt- 
niotir, calling on the blood of our murdered 
Friends to moitnt, with our cries, to the gat6» 
of H eaven ; and we sang, as' it were with' 
the voices of the angry waters and the winds, 
the hundred and ninth Psalrn; and at the 
end of every vers(^ we joined our hands, 
crying, “ Ujxm Charles and James StuSrt, 
and all their guilty line, O Lord, let it be 
(lone and a vast multitude gathered around 
the prison, and the lamentations of many 
without Was a chorus in unison with the 
dismal song of oui< vengeance and despair. 

At last the shadows of the twilight began 
io darken in the town, and the lights of the 
windows were to us as the courses of the stars 
of that sky which, from our prison-chamfam'. 
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could not be seen. We watched their in-oitics.s, 
from the earliest yellow gliinnierlii;^ ol' the 
lamp in the darksome wynd, till the last 
little twiiiklinir light iti the dwelling of the 
widow that sits and sighs eoni])anioiiless with 
her distaft’ in the submits of the city. And 
we continued our vigil till they were all one 
by one extinf^ished, .save only the eatidles 
at the bed.sides of the dying. 'I'hen we 
twined a portion of o\tr clothes into a rope, 
and, having fastened it to the iron bar, soon 
drew it from its place in the stone; hut just 
Ets we were preparing to take it in, by some 
accident it fell into the street. 

The panic which this cau.sed prevented us 
from attempting any thing more at that time; 
for a sentinel walked his rounds on the out- 
side of the tolbooth, and we eouki not hut 
think he must have Jieard the noise. A sullen 
despair in consequetice entered into niany of 
our hearts, and we continued for the remain¬ 
der of the night silent. 
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But though otluTs were then shaken in 
their faith, mine was now confident. I sawj 
by wlial had hap))ened in the moment of my 
rouKjiistrance, that there was some great de¬ 
liverance in reservation ; so I sat apart by my¬ 
self, and I s])ent the niglit in inward thanks¬ 
giving for wluit had been already done. Nor 
was this confidence long without its reward. 

In the morning a brother of one of my 
fellow-suflerci’s coming to condole with hini^ 
it being genei-ally reported that we werejall; 
doomed tt) the, he happened to see the bar 
lying on the street, and, taking it up, hid it 
till he had gone into a shop and provided 
himself with a cord. He then hastened to us, 
gave us the cord, and making what speed he 
could, brought the iron in his plaid; and, 


t\e h.'it ing lowered the string from the win- 
dow, he fa>tencd the bar to it, and we drew 


it up undiscovered, and reset it in its place, 


by whieh the defect could not be seen by any 
one, not even from the street. 
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That morning, by tlie j)roviik'iK't' « Iticli was 
"visible ill this, beeiuiie, in our iinson, a s. asoii 
indeed of light and gratnialion ; and llie day 
passed with us us a Sabbath to oiir sjiii'its. 
The anvils of I'ear were hushed, and (lie 
shuttles in tlie looin% of Aiixiel v wi re at ih sI. 
while Hope again walked abroad In I hose 
sunny fields wliere, ainidsi i i rnal hlossonis and 
shining dews, slie exjiatiales on (he delighls 
of the flowing elusler and (he ripened fruit. 

The young man, who had been so guided 
tp find the bar of iron, eoneerled wi(h anollier 
friend of his to be in readim ss at nigh( on a 
signal from us, to master the -entin, I. And 
at-tlie time appointed they did so; and il 
happened that the soldier was the same hu¬ 
mane Englisher, Jack Windsor, .who had 
allowx'd me to escape at Kyinarnoek, and lie 
not only remained silent, Init even w hen re¬ 
lieved from his post, said notliing; so tliat, to 
the number of more than twmty, we lowered 
ourselves into the street and escaped. 

I U 
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But tlu‘ city gates at that hour being shut, 
thei'C’ was no egress from the town, and many 
of us knew not where to hide ourselves till the 
morning. Such was tny condition ; and wan¬ 
dering u]) and down for some time, at last I 
lurned into the Blackfriars-wynd, where I 
saw a light in a window ; on looking around I 
luheld, by that light, engraven on the lintel of 
an o])posite door, “ In tiik Loud is MY 


n eartened by the singular providencflB 
was so manifest in that cheering text, 
to the door and knocked, a maidcaj^fHg 
swercd to the knocking. 

I told her what I was, and whence I had 
come, and entreated her to have compassion, 
and sheltu’- me for the night. 

“ Alas!” said phe, “ what can hae sent 
vou here, for this is a bishop’s house ?” 

I was astoundetl to hear that I had beer 


so led into the lion’s den; but I saw pity in 
the countenance of the damsel, and I told 
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her that I was tlio father of the poor vontli 
whose head had been carried by the i\ecii- 
tioner tlirou^Ii the town the day l)efore, and 
that I coidd not but believe l‘rovidence had 
sent me tliither; J’or surelt no oiu- v\onld 
ever think of searching fur me in a bisliopV 
house. 

Greatly moved l)v v\hat 1 said, sin- l)adi’ 
me softly follow her, and she led me to a 
solitary and ruinous chamber. She then re¬ 
tired, but presently returned witli some re¬ 
freshment, which havine jilaced on an old 
chest, she bade God be with me, and went 
away. 

With a spirit of inexpressible admiration 
and thanksgiving 1 partook oi’ that rejiast, 
and then laying myself down on the bare 
door, was blessed with the enjoyment of a 
downy sleep. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

I sj.EPT in that ruinous room in the Bishop’s 
liou.se till far in the morning, wlicn, on go¬ 
ing to the window with the intent of drop¬ 
ping myself into tlic wynd, I saw that it was 
ordained and recjuired of me to remain where 
I then was; for the inmates of the houses 
foreuent wc're all astir at their respective vo¬ 
cations; and at tlie foot of the wynd, looking 
straight up, was a change-house, into which 
there w as, ca on at that early hour, a great re¬ 
sorting of bein elderly citizens for their dram 
and suaj). Moreover, at the head of the 
wynd. an aged earlin, witli a distaflp in her 
arms and a whorl in her hand, sat on a door- 
stej) tending a stand of apples and comfitB; 
so that, to a surety, had I made any attempt 
to eseajie by the window, I must have been 
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«een by some one, and laid hold of. I llieie- 
fore retired back into the ohseiiritv of ilie 
chamber, and sat down again on the old kist- 
lid, to abide the is.sues that were in n'serva- 
tion for me. I liad not, howt’ver, heen long 
there, till I heard the voices of jiersons enler- 
ing into the next chamber behind wlii're I was 
sitting, and I soon discerned by their courtesies 
of speech, that they were lairds of the I’l ivy 
Cquncil, who had come to walk with the 
Bishop to the palace, where a eouneil was 
summoned in sudden li.aste that morning. 
The matter whereof tlu‘v discoursed was not 
aT first easily made out, for they were con¬ 
versing on it when they entered ; init I tcry 
soon gathered that it boded no good to the 
(jqvenanted cause nor to the liberties of Scot¬ 
land. 

“ What you remark, Aberdeen,” said one, 
“ is very just; man and wife are the same 
person; and although Queensberrv has oli- 
served, that tlie revenue requires the penal- 
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ties, and that liusbatids ought to pay for their 
wives, I look not on the question in that light; 
for it is not right, in my opinion, that the 
revenues of thi‘ crown should be in any de¬ 
gree dejiendent on lines apd forfeitures. But 
till’ j)reshyterians are a sect whose main prin¬ 
ciple is rebellion, tind it would be happy for 
the kingdom were the whole race rooted out; 
indeed I am (juite of the Duke of York’s 
o])inion, that there will be little peace among 
us till the Lowlands are made a hunting-field, 
and theri'fori- am f as earnest as Queensberry 
that the lines should be enforced.” 

“ (’ertainlv, my Lord Perth," replied 
Aberdei n, “ it is not to be denied, that, what 
with their Covenants, and Solemn Leagues, 
and Gospel pretensions, the presbyterians are 
dangerous and bad subjects; and though I 
shall not go so far as to say, with the Duke, 
that the Lowlands should be laid waste, I 
doubt if there be a loyal subject west the 
casth‘ of Edinburgh. Still the office which 
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I have the honour to hold does not allow 
me to put any interpretation on the law dif¬ 
ferent from the terms in which the sense is 
conceived.” 

“ Then said I’erth, “ if there is any doidtt 
about the terms, the«law must he altered ; for, 
unless we can eftecliially crush ihe prcshyte- 
rians, the Duke will assuredly have a rouf'h 
accession. And it is better to stian<;li' the 
Hon in his nonaije than to encoLinter him in 
his full growth.” 

I fear, my Lord,” rephe<i the Karl of 
Aberdeen, “that the j)reshyteriansare strong¬ 
er already than we are willing to let ourselves 
believe. The attemjit to make them accc[)f 
the episcopalian establishment has now bieii 
made, without intermission, for Jiiore than 
twenty years, nnd they aru even less submis¬ 
sive than they were at the beginning,” 

“ Yes, I confess,” said Lord Perth, “ that 
they are most unreasonably stubborn. It is 
truly melancholy to see w hat fools many sen- 
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sible nu’ii make of tlicmselvcs about tlic forma 
of worshij), especially ab(»ut those of a reli¬ 
gion so iingenllemanly as the presbytcrian, 
which has no resj)ec't for the degrees of rank, 
neither out nor in the ehureh.” 

“ I’m afraid, Perth,”# replied Alterdeen 
laughing, “ that ^\hat you say is applicable 
both to the King and his brother; for, between 
ourselves, I do not think there arc two per¬ 
sons in the realm who attach so much import¬ 
ance to forms a - they do.” 

“ Not the King, my Lord, not the King!” 
cried Perth ; “ t'harles is too much a man of 
the world to trouble himself about any such 
trifles.” 

“ They arc surely not trifles, for they over¬ 
turned his father’s throne, and are shaking his 
own,” replied Aberijyen emphatically. “ Pray,' 
have vou heard any thing of Argyle lately ?” 

“ O yes,” exclaimed Perth merrily; “a 
capital story, lie has got in with a rich 
burgomaster’s frow at Amsterdam; and she 
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has guilders enew to iiulemnify him for the 
loss of half the Higlilands." 

Aye,” replied Aberdeen, “ I do not like 
that; for there has been of htte a lloeking of 
the presbytcrian malcontents to Holland, and 
the Prince of ()rang(^gives them a better re¬ 
ception than an honest man should do, stand¬ 
ing as he does, both with res})eet to the 
crown and the Duke. This, take my wt)r<t 
for it, Perth, is not a thing to he laughed at.” 

All that, Aberdeen, only .shows the ne¬ 
cessity of exterminating these cursed jires- 
byterians. We shall have no j)eace in Scot¬ 
land till they are swept clean away. It is 
not to be endured that a King shall not rule 
his own kingdom as he ])leases. How would 
Argyle, and there was no man pnjudcr in 
his jurisdictions, have liked had his tenants 
covenanted against him as the prcshyterians 
have so insultingly done against his Majesty’s 
government ? Let every man bring the (jues- 
tion home to his own business and bosom. 
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and the answer will be a short one, Down 
with the prcdrytcrians !" 

While they were thus speaking, and I 
need not advert to what passed in my breast 
as I overheard them, Patterson the Bishop 
of Edinburgh came in« and with ^ny in¬ 
terjections, mingled with wishes 
procedure, he told the Lords of a^^j|ape. 
He was indeed, to do him justice, of 

some repute for plausibility, take him 
all in all fi.r a prelate, he wasaBtruth, not 
void of the charities of humilHHure, cmn- 
))arcd with others of his sect. 

“ Your news,” said the Lord Perth to him, 
“ does not surprise me. The societies, as the 
Cameronians are called, have inserted thmv 
roots and feelers every where. Rely upon't. 
Bishop Patterson,^ that, unless we chop off the 
whole connexions of the conspiracy, you 
can hope neither for homage nor reverence 
in your appointments.” 

“ I could wish,” replied the Bishop, “ that 
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some experiment were made of a gentler 

• 

course than has hitherto been tried. It is 
BOW a long time since force was lirst emj)loy- 
ed: perhaps, were his Royal Highness to 
slacken the severities, conformity would lose 
some of its terrors inutile eyes of the misguid¬ 
ed presbyterians; at all events, a more lenient 
policy could do no harm ; tind if it did no 
good, 4t would at least he free from those 
imputed cruelties, tvhich are sujtposed to jus¬ 
tify' the long-continued resistance that has 
brought the royal authority into such diffi¬ 
culties.” 

At this juncture of their conversation a 
gentleman announced, that his master was 
ready to proceed with them to tlie palace, 
and they forthwith retired. Tims did 1 
obtain a glimpse of the ipner mind of the 
Privy Council, by wliich I clearly saw, that 
what with those memhers who satisfied their 
consciences as to iniquity, because it was 
made seemingly lawful by human statutes, 
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and what witli tliosc wlio, like Lord Perth, 
considered the kingdom the King’s estate, 
and tile people his tenantry, not the subjects 
of laws by which he was bound as much as 
they ; together w ith those others who, like 
the Bisho]), considered ‘merey and justice as 
exjiedients of slate jioliey, that there was no 
hope for the peace and religious liberties of 
the presbyterians, merely by resistance; and 
I, from that time, began to think it was only 
through the instrumentality of the Prince of 
Orange, then heir-presumptive to the crown, 
failing James Stuart, Duke of York, that 
my vow coidd be etfeetually brought to pass. 
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CHAP. XXIIl. 

As soon as those of fhe Privy Couneil liad. 
With their attendants, left llie house, and jn o- 
ceeded to join the Duke of York in tlie pa¬ 
lace, the charitable damsel eaine to me, and 
conveyed me, undiscovered, through tlie liall 
anti into the Cowgate, where she liad ])rovided 
a man, a friend of her own, one Charles 
Brownlee, who had been himself in the hands 
trf the !Kulistines, to conduct me out of the 
town J imd by him I was guided in safety 
through th« Cowgate, and put into a house just 
vd^dnt the ^me, where his mother resided. 

Here," said he, “ it witl be as well for 
you. to bide out the daylight, and being now 
aklii the town-wall, ye’ll can gang wharc ye 
like unquestioned in the gloaming." And so 
•a 3 dng he went away, leaving me witli his 
1 
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mother, an ancient matron, with something 
of the remnant of ladyness about her, 3 ret 
was she not altogether an entire gentlewoman, 
though at the first glimpse she had the look 
of one of the very highest degree. 

Notwithstanding, lufWever, that apparition 
of finery which was about her, she was in trufh 
aiul in heart a sincere woman, and had, in the 
better days of her younger years, been, as she 
rehearsed to me, gentlewoman to the Countess 
of Argyle’s mother, and was on a footiag of 
cordiality with divers ladies of the beddiam- 
ber of what she called the three imhilities, 
meaning those of Scotland, England, and Ire¬ 
land ; so tliat I saw there might by har be 
opened a mean of espial into the camp of the 
ad versa/ies. So I told her of my long 
malady, and the'shock I had suffered bj ttiiat 
1 had seen of my martyred son, and entreated 
that she would allow me to abide with herttil- 
til niv spirits were more com^sed. 

Mrs Brownlee having the compassion of a 
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l^jbi'istian, an<l tlio tonclonu^ss i)f lier gciitli- 
sejt, was moved by luy story, and very I’eadih 
Gpnsented. Instead tliejvlbre of jjoing forth 
at random in tlie evening, as I was at one 
tiwfi mindet, I remained in lier house ; where 
indeed could I at that lime flee in tiie liope of 
fltKling any place of refuge ? lint although 
this was adopted on the ctmsiderations of hu¬ 
man reason, it ■was nevertheless a link in tlie 
chain of providential methods hy which I was 
to achieve the fulfilment of my vow. 

The house of Mr.s Brownlee being, as I 
have intimated, nigh to the gate of tlie city, I 
saw 6oin, the window all that went into and 
came out dterefrom ; and tin- same afternoon 
^.had visible evidence of the temper where¬ 
with the Duke of York and his coutisellois 
had been actuated that day at Holyrood, in 
consequence of the manner in which we liad 
be«t delivered from prison ;—for .lack Wind- 
SHaT) the poor sentinel who was on guard 
when we escaped by the window, was bronglit 
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out, supported by two of his companions, 
feet liaving been so crushed in the torturous 
boots before tlie Council, during his examina« 
tion anent us, that he could scarcely mark 
them to the ground ; his liands were also 
bound in cloths, through which the blood was 
still oozing, from the pressure of those dreads 
ful tlunubikins of ii-on that were so often 
used in those days to screw accusationaout of 
honest men. A sympathizing crowd followed 
the destroyed sufferer, and the si^it Ibr a 
little while afllicted me with sore regret But 
when I considered the compassion that the 
peo])lc showc'd for him, I was wdi 8 

strange satisfaction, deducing en¬ 

couraging jiersuasidhs, that every new 
the ])eisceutors removed a prop 
o\cn power, making its overthrow 
more inevitable. 

AVhile I was peering from the windowHt 
these reflections, I saw Quintin Fullarton, dl® 
grandson of John Fullarton of Dykediwta, 
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in the street, and knowing tliat from tlie time 
of Bothwell-brigg he had heen joined witli tliat 
zealous and martyred youth, lliehard Ca¬ 
meron, and was, as Robin Brown told me, 
among "other accjuaii^tanc.os at Airsmoss, I 
entreated Mrs Brownlee to go after liim and 
bid him come to me,—which lie readily did, 
and we had a mournful communing for some 
time. 

He told me the particidars of my gal¬ 
lant Joseph's death, and that it was by th<' 
command of Claverhouse himself that the 
Stripling’s head was cut off and sent in 
igntq^j to Edinburgh ; where, by order of 
the Privy Council, it was placed on the Ne- 
thettiow. ' 

What I hae suffered from that man,’' 
laid I, “"Heaven may pardon, but I can 
heitfaer forget nor forgive.” 

** The judgment time’s coming,” rejilied 
Qmntin Fullarton; “and your part in it, 
Bingan Gilhaize, assuredly will not be for- 
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gotten, for in the heavens there is a Doer of 
justice and an Avenger of wrongs.” 

And then he proceeded to tell me, that 
on the following afternoon there was to be « 
meeting of the Iieads of the Cameronian *»- 
eieties, with Mr Renwick, ina deUof the £dc, 
about half a mile above Laswade, to coQsdtt 
what ought to be done, the pursuit 
seciition being so hot against them, tjfat life 
was become a burden, and their mmds 
perate. 


“ AVe hae many friens,” said he, “ 
burgh, and I am intrusted to warn 
the meeting, which is the end nf 
to the town; and maybe, Ringau 
ye’ll no objek yoursel to be there ?” 

I will be there, Quintin Puilarton," ttid 

4 

I; “ and in the strength of the Lord I WiU 
eome armed, with a weapon of more 
than the sword, and more terrible than.1& 
ball that flieth unseen.” 

“ What mean you, Ringan,^” said he, com- 
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{Mtaonately; for he knew of my infirmity, 
and thought that I was still fevered in the 
mind. But I told him, that, for some time, 
feeling myself unable for warlike enterprises, 
I had meditated on a way to perplex our 
guilty adversaries, the which was to menace 
vrilh retaliation, for resistance alone was 
no longer enough. 

“ We have di.sowned Charles Stuart as our 
king,” Said I, “ and we must wage war ac- 
cordingfy. But go your ways, and execute 


purposes; and by the time you return 
thirf i(y, I shall have a paper ready, the seml- 


of which will strike terror into the 


hWMiJl hearts of our foes.’' 


“I'pefcdved that he was still dubious of me; 
btd Wrverthdess he promised to call as he 
eatae back; and having gone away, I set 
■tyself down and drew up that declaration, 
wherein, after again calmly disowning the 
royid authority of Charles Stuart, we admo- 
nidied our sanguinary persecutors, that, for 
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self-preservation, we would retaliate accord¬ 
ing to our jjower, and the degree of guilt on 
such privy counsellors, lords of justiciary, 
officers, and soldiers, their abettors and in¬ 
formers, whose hands should continue to be 
imbrued in our blood. ' And on the return of 
Quintin Fullarton, I gave the paper to hiffl, 
that it might be seen and considered by Mr 
Itenwiek and others, previous to offering it to 
the eonsideration of the meeting. 

1 le read it over very sedately, and folded 
it up, and jmt it in the crown of his bonnet 
without saying a word; but several tiiaes, 
while he was reading, he cast his eye8|0WSFd8 
nu'; and when be rose to go away, he 
“ llingan Gilhaize, you have endiued iqtiCh, 
but \eriiy if this thing can be brought to 
pass, your own 'and all our sufferings will 
soon be richly revenged. 

“ Not revenged,” said I ; “ revenge, Quin- 
tin Fullarton, becomes not Christian men; 
but we shall be the executioners of the just 
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judgments of Him wliose ministers are flaTniiig 
dres, and pestilence, and war, and storms, 
and perjured kings.” 

With these words we parted ; and next 
morning, by break of day, I rose, after tlie 
enjoyment of a solacihg sleep, such as I had 
not known for many tlays, and searched my 
way across the- fields toward Laswadc. I 
did not, however, enter the claehan, but 
lingered among the woods till the afternoon, 
when, descending towards the river, I walked 
leiwrely up the banks, where I soon fell in 
with others of the associated friends. 
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CHAP. XXIY 


The place where we vnet was a de^ 
the scroggy sides whereof were as if rodks, 
and trees and bramhles, with here and there 
a yellow primrose and a blue hyacinth be¬ 
tween, had been thrown by some iriid archi¬ 
tect into many a difficult and fiintasd^ 


form. Over a ledge of rock fell die 
waters of the Esk, and in the clear 
trouts shuttled from stone and crevice, 
ing the persecutions of the angler, die 

luxury of his pastime, heedeth not ■whats.they 
may in tljeir cool element suffer. 

It was then t|te skirt of the afternooil, 


about the time when the sweet breathing df 

s* 

flowers and boughs first begins to freshch to 
the gentle senses, and the shadows deepen in 


the cliffs of the rocks, and darken among the 
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bushes. The yellow sunbeams were still 
blight on the flickering leaves of a few trees, 
which here and there raised their tufty heads 
above the glen; but in the hollow of the 
rhnnmM^i evening had commenced, anrl the 
sol^^P^of the fragrant twilight was coming on. 

^jjpwe assembled one by one, we saitl little 
tnteaeh other. Some indeed said nothing, nor 
ei^ea hands, but went and seated them- 

On the rocks, round which the limpid 
WjiterH were swirling with a soft and pleasant 
dht^ M if they solicited tranquillity. For 
I had come with the sternest intents, 
neither noticed nor spoke to any one ; 
|ptbgoing to the brink of the linn, I sat my- 
down in a gloomy nook, and was sullen, 
dMt the scene was not better troubled into 
oniaon with the resentful mood of my spirit. 

At last Mr Ren wick came, and when he 
bad descended into the dell, where we were 
gathered together, after speaking a few words 
of courtesy to certain of his acquaintance, he 
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went to a place on the shelvy side of the 
glen, and took liis station between two birch 
trees. 

“ I will be short with you, friends,” said 
he; “ for here we are too nigh untot^lte ad¬ 
versaries to hazard oursplves in any loSMe- 
bate ; and therefore I will tell you, as a^an 
speaking the honesty that is within hiiK, I 
neither can nor do approve of the paper that 
I understand some among you desire we 
should send forth. I have, however, accord¬ 
ing to what was exhibited to me in pri¬ 
vate, brought here a proclamation, such m 
those who are most vehement among US 
wish to propound ; hut I still leave it wiA 
yourselves to determine whetl^»r not kf 
should be adopted—entering, here 

my caveat as an individual against it. Tld# 
paper will cut off all hope of reconciliation— 
we have already disowned King Charles, it 
true; but this implies, that we are also re¬ 
solved to avenge, even unto blood and death, 
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whatsoever injury we may in our own persons 
and friends be subjected to suffer. It j)le(Iiijes 
us to a war of revenge and extermination ; 
and we have to consider, before we wage tlie 
same, the strength of our adversary—thi' 
craft of his counsellyrs—and the malice witli 
which their fears and their liatred will ins|)irc 
them. For my own part, fellow-suffi'rers, 
Ido doubt if there be any warrandice in tlie 
Scriptures for such a defiance as tliis ])aj)er 
contains, and I would fain entreat you to re¬ 
flect, whether it be not better to keep the 
door of reconciliation open, than to shut it for 
ever, as the promulgation of tliis retalijitory 
e^t will assuredly do.” 

.The earnest manner in whicli Mr llenwick 
th^ delivered himself hud a powerful effect, 
and many thought as lie did, and several rose 
and said that it was not Christian to bar the 
door on peace, and to shut out even the 
chance of contrition on the part of the King 
and his ministers. 

K 2 
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I heard what they said—I listened to what 
they argued—and I allowed them to tell that 
they were willing to agree to more moderate 
councils ; but I could abide no more. 

“ Moderation !—You, Mr Renwick,” said 
I, “ counsel moderation—you recommend the 
door of peace to be still kept open —you 
doubt if the Scriptures warrant us to under¬ 
take revenge ; and you hope that our forbear¬ 
ance may work to repentance among our ene¬ 
mies. Mr Renwick, you have hitherto been 
a preacher, not a sufferer; with you the re¬ 
sistance to Charles Stuart’s government has 
been a thing of doctrine—of no more than 
doctrine, Mr Renwick—with us it is a consi¬ 
deration of facts. Judge ye therefore be¬ 
tween yourself and us,—I say between yau#'* 
self and us; for I ask no other judge to cb- 
cide, whether we are not, by all the laws of 
God and man, justified in avowing, that W8 
mean to do as we are done by. 

“ And, Mr Renwick, you will call to mind. 
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that in this sore controversy, the cause of de¬ 
bate came not from us. We were jieaceable 
Christians, en joying; the shade of the vine and 
fig-tree of the Gospel, planted hy the care and 
cherished by the blood of our forefatliers, pro¬ 
tected by the laws,^nd gladdened in our ])ro- 
tection by the paths and the covenants which 
the King had sworn to maintain. The ])rcs- 
byterian freedom of worship was our pro¬ 
perty,—we were in possession and enjoyment, 
no man could call our right to it in (juestioTi, 
—the King had vowed, as a condition before 
he vas allowed to receive the crown, that he 
would preserve it. Yet, for more than twenty 
years, thwe has been a most cruel, fraudulent, 
and outrageous endeavour instituted, and car¬ 
ried on, to deprive us of that l^eedom and 
birthright. We were asking no new thing from 
Government, we were taking no step to dis¬ 
turb Government, we were in peace with all 
men, when Government, with the principle's 
of a robber and the cruelty of a tyrant, de- 
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inandecl of us to surrendor those immunities of 
conscience wliich our fatliers had earned and 
defended ; to deny tlie Gospel as it is written 
in the Evangelists, and to accept the com¬ 
mentary of Charles Stuart, a man who has 
had no res])ect to the most solemn oaths, a^ 
of James Sliarp, tlie apostate of St Andn^^ 
wh(5se crimes jwovoked a deed, that but for 
their crimson line, no man could have doubt¬ 
ed to call a most foul murder. The King and 
liis crew, Mr Kenwick, are, to the indubitable 
judgment of all just men, the causers and the 
aggressors in the existing difference between 
liis subjects and him. In so far, therefore, |f 
blame there he, it lieth not with us nw in oipt 
cause. 

“ Ibit, siy, not content with attempting fe: 
wrest from us our inherited freedom of reli¬ 
gious worship, Charles Stuart and his abettors 
have pursued the courageous constancy with 
which we have defended the same, with more 
animosity than they ever did any crime. I 



lUNOAN GILIIAIZE. 


229 


speak not to you, Mr Ilonwick, of your own 
•outcast condition,—perhaps you deliglit in the 
perils of martyrdom; I s])eak not to those 
around us, who, in their persons, tlieir sub¬ 
stance, and their families, liave endured I he tor¬ 
ture, poverty, and y'remediahle dislionour,— 
they may be meek and liallowed men, willing 
to endure. Hut I call to mind what I am 
and was myself. I think of mv quiet lionie, 
—-it is all ashes. I remember mv brave' lirst- 
born,—he was .slain at llothwell-brigg. Why 
need I speak of my honest brotlier ; tlw waves 
'of the ocean, commissioned bv our ]>erseeu- 
torvhave triumphed over him in the cold seas 
Orkneys ; and as for my wifi-, wh;it was 
jRlie to you ? Ye cannot be greatly disturbed 
that she is in her grave. No, ye, are (pfn't, 
calm, and pnident persoijs; it would Ix,' a 
most indiscret thing of you, you wlio have 
suffered no wrong yourselves, to stir on her 
account; and then how unreasonable I should 
be, were I to speak of two fair and inno- 
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cent maidens.—It is weak of me to weep, 
though tliey were my dai’gliters. O men 
and Christians, brothers, fathers! but ye are 
content to bear with such wrongs, and I alone 
of all here may go to the gates of the cities, 
and try to discover which of the martyred 
heads mouldering there belongs to a son or a 
friend. Nor is it of any account whether the 
lK)nes of those who were so dear to us, be 
exposed with the remains of malefactors, or 
laid in the sacred grave. To the dead all 
places are alike; and to the slave what sig¬ 
nifies who is master. Let us therefore for¬ 
get tile past,—let us keep open the doot^'c^ 
rcHionciliation,—smother all the 
have endured, and kiss the proud foot 
trampler. We have our lives; we have bec;a 
spared ; the merciless bloodhounds have Act; 
yet reached us. Let us therefore be humble 
and thankful, and cry to Charles Stuart, O 
Kmg, live for ever !—for he has but cast us 
into a fiery furnace and a lion’s den. 
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“ In truth, Aiends, Mr Renwick is quite 
right. This feeing of iiidignation agiiinst 
our oppressors is a most imprudent thing. If 
we desire to enjoy our own eonternpt, and to 
deserve the derision of men, and to merit the 
abhorrence of Heaven, let us yield ourselves 
to all that Charles Stuart and Itis sect require. 
We can do nothing better, nothing so meri¬ 
torious, nothing by which we can so retison- 
ably hope for punishment here and condem¬ 
nation hereafter. Rut if there is one man at 
this meeting,—I am speaking not of shaju-s 
and forms, but of feelings,—if there is one 
heie that feels as men were wont to feel, he 
draw his sword, and say with me. Wo 
lO-tbe house of Stuart ! Wo to the oppress¬ 
ed ! Blood for blood ! J udge and avenge 
our cause, O Lord !” 
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CHAP. XXV. 

The meetiiifr, witli one accord, agreed that 
1.1k“ declaration should go forth ; and certaan 
of those wlio were ready writers, being pro¬ 
vided will) ijnpleinents, retired apart to make 
coy)ies, while Mr Reiiwick, with the remain¬ 
der, joined together in prayer. 

Bv the lime he had )nade an end, the task 
of the writei’s was finished, and then lots were 
cast to sec whom the Lord would appoint to 
affix the declaration on the trones and 
doors of the towns where the rage of the per¬ 
secutors hun)t the fiercest, and He being 
pleasc<l to choose me for one to do the dut^ 
at Edinhu)-gh, I returned in the gloaming 
buck to the house of Mrs Brownlee, to abide 
tile convenient season which I knew in the fit 
time would be prejiared. Nor was it long till 
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the same was broi^rlit to j)ass, as I shall now 
hriefly proceed to feet down. 

Heron Brownlee, who, as I have narrated, 
brought me to his mother’s house, was by 
trade a tailor, and kept his cloth-sho]) in the 
Canongate, some si;, doors Iowit down than 
St Mary’s Wynd, just after jtassing the 
fleshers' stocks below the Netherbow ; for 
in those days, when the court was at 
Holyrood, that part of the town was a j)lace 
of great resort to the gallants, and all such 
as affected a courtly carriage. And it hap¬ 
pened that, on the morning after the meet¬ 
ing, a proclamation w^as sent forth, describing 
persons and clothing of the prisoners who 
httd escaped from the tolbooth with me, threat- 
eiung grievous penalties to all wlbo dared to 
harbour them. This Heryn Brownlee seeing 
affixed on the cheek of the Netherbow, came 
and told me; whereupon, after conferring 
with him, it was agreed that be shoidd pro¬ 
vide for me a suit of town-like clothes, and at 
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the second-liand, that thej might not caupe 
observance by any novelty. This was in an¬ 
other respect needful; for my health being 
in a frail state, I stood in want of the hale- 
some cordial of fresh air, whereof I could 
not venture to taste but- in the dusk of the 
evening. 

He accordingly jtrovided the apparel, and 
when clotlied therewith, I made bold to go 
out in the broad daylight, and even ventured 
to mingle with the multitude in the garden 
of the palace, who went daily there in the af¬ 
ternoon to see the nobles and ladies of the 
court walking with their pageantries, while 
the Duke’s musicants solaced them with irae»r 
lodious airs and the delights of sonoixp^ 
harmony. And it happened on the thild 
time I went thither, that a cry rose of the 
Duke coming from the garden to the palace, 
and all the onlookers pressed to see him. 

As he advanced, I saw several persons pre¬ 
senting petitions into his hands, which he 
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gave, without tll;n looking at, lo the Lord 
Perth, whom I klcw again by liis voice; and 
I was directed, as by a tliought of inspira¬ 
tion, to present, in like manner, a copy ol' 
our declaration, which I always carried alK)ut 
with me; so placing myself among a crowd 
ef petitioners, onlookers, and servants, that 
formed an avenue across tlie road leatling from 
the Canongate to the Abbey kirk-yard, and 
between the garden yett and the yett that 
(^ned into the front court of the palace. As 
the Duke returned out of the garden, I gave 
him the paper ; but instead of handing it to 
Lord Perth, as I had hoped he would do, 
^'held it in his own hand, by which I pcr- 
=;oeived that if he had noticed by whom it was 
presented, and looked at it before he went 
into the palace, I woul^l speedily be seized 
on the spot, unless I could accoinj)lish my 
escape. 

But how to effect that was no easy thing ; 
for the multitude around was very great, and 
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but three narrow yetts allow'd of egress from 
the enclosure—one leading i ito the garden- 
one to the palaet'—and the other into the 
Canongate. I tlierefore eahuly put my trust 
in Him who alone could save me, and re- 
iiKiined, as it were, an ii.different spectator, 
following the Duke with an anxious eye. 

Having passed from the garden into the 
court, the multitude followed him vrith great 
eagerness, and I also went in with them, and, 
walked very deliberately across the front of 
the palace to the south-east comer, where 
there was a postern door that opened into the 
road leading to the King's park from the 
Cowgate-port, along the outside ’of the town 
wall. I then mended my pace, but not tO 
any reinarkahle degree, and so returned to 
the house of IMrs Brownlee. 

Searcel}' was I well in, when Heron, her 
son, came flying to her with a report that a 
man was seized in the palace garden who had 
threatened the Duke’s life, and he was fear- 
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fill lest it had ll'en me; and I was mneli 
grieved by these lidings, in case any hone.-.t 
man should be put to the torture on my ae- 
count; but the I-.ord had merciftdly orilained 
it otherwise. 

In the course of tlie night, Heron Urown- 
lee, after closing his shop, came again and 
^id me that no one had been taken, but that 
some person in the multitude liad given the 
Buke a dreadful paper, vvliich had caused 
great consternation and panic; and that a 
coundl was sitting at that late hour w'itii the 
Duke, expresses having arrived with accounts 
of the same paper having keen .seen on the 
doors of many churches both in Nithsd/de 
•nd tlie shire of Ayr. The alarm indeed 
raged to such a degree among all those who 
knew in their consciences flow they itierited 
the doom we had pronounced, that it was 
said the very looks of many were withered as 
with a pestilent vapour. 

Yet, though terrified at the vengeance de- 
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dared against their guilt, nether the Duke nor. 
the Privy Council were to' be deterred from 
their malignant work. The curse of infatua¬ 
tion was upon them, and instead of changii^ 
the rule which had caused the desperation that 
they dreaded, they heated the furnace of pejr 
secution seven-fold; and voted, Tl^t who- 
s(x;ver owned or refused to disown the decla-^ 
ration, should be put to death in the pre¬ 
sence of two witnesses, though unarmed wheh 
taken ; and the soldiers were not only order¬ 
ed to enforce the test, but were instructed to 
put such as adhered to the declaraticm at 
once to the sworS, and to slay those who re¬ 
fused to disown it; and women were ordered 
to be drowned. But my pen sickens widi 
the recital of horrors, and I shall pass by the-, 
dreadful things that ensued, with only re¬ 
marking, that these bloody instructions con¬ 
summated the doom of the Stuarts; for 
scarcely were they well published, when the 
Duke hastened to London, and soon after 
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his mansworn br<^lier Charles, the <ireat au¬ 
thor of all our w(K‘.s, was cut oil' by iKiisoii, 
as it was most currently believeil, and the 
Duke proclaimed King in his stead. What 
change we obtained »by the calamity oi' his 
accession will not require many sentence* lo 
lIB&id. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

As soon as it was known abroad tliat Charles’ 
tho Sncond was dead, tlie Covenanters, who 
had taken refnj^e in Holland from the Perse«> 
cution, assembled to ctmsult what ought then 
to be done. For the papist, James StuaiH:, 
on tlie death of his brother, had caused him- 
sell' to be proclaimed King of Scotland, with¬ 
out taking those oaths by which alone he could 
be entitled to assume the Scottish crown. 

At the head of this congregation was the 
liiarl of Argyle, who, some years before, had 
incurred tlie aversion of the tyrant to such a 
degree, that, by certain of those fit tools for 
any crime, then in dismal abundance about 
tlie court of Holyrood, he had procured his 
condemnation as a traitor, and would have 
brought him to the scaffold, had the Karl not 
4 
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SPtunaU’ly cff’cctc'cl his oscajK'. And it was 
resolved by that (’(lifTregation, tliat tlic j)riii- 
cipal personages then jtreseiit slionld form 
thpmselves into a Coimeil, to eoneert the re¬ 
quisite measures for tlie deliveranee of their 
iiative land; the innnediate issue of which 
was, that a descent should he made by Argyle 
f|mong his vassals, in ortler to draw together 
a sufficient Jiost to entible them to wage wan- 
against the Usurper, for so they lawfully 
and rightly denominated James Stuart. 

The first hint that I gleaned of this de¬ 
sign was through the means of Mrs llrown- 
lee. She w'as invited 'one tifternoon by the 
gentlewoman of the lauly Sojdiia Lindsay, 
the Earl’s daughter-in-law, to view certain ar- 
tides of female bravery which had been sent 
from Holland by his Lordship to her mistress ; 
and, as her custom was, she, on her return 
home, descanted at large of all that she had 
seen and heard. 

The receipt, at that juncture, of such gear 
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from the Earl of Argyll, by such a Judi^r 
of courage and wisdom ),s the Lady Sophia 
Lindsay, seemed to me very remarkable, and I 
could not but jealouse that there was something 
about it like the occultation of a graver cor¬ 
respondence. I therefore began to questiod 
Mrs Brownlee how the paraphernalia had 
come, and wliat the Earl, accorcfiAfigi^ 
last accounts, was doing; which^HpPer to 
expatiate on many things, though %agae 
and desultory, that were yet in concordance 
with what I had overheard the Lord Perth 
say to the Earl of Aberdeen in the Bisht^^s 
house; in the end, I 'gathered that the pre¬ 
sents were brought over by the skipper ai a 
sloop, one Roderick Macfarlane, whom I 
forthwith determined to see, in order to pick 
from him what intelligence I could, without 
being at the time well aware in what manner 
the same would prove useful. I felt myself, 
however, stirred from within to do so; and 
I had hitherto, in aU that concerned my 
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ut;ehging vow, oho'lcd cwry insliiiftivo im¬ 
pulse. 

AccorcJingly, next niornlng, 1 went earlv 
to the shore of Leith, and soon found tlie 
vessel and Roderick Maefarlane, to wliom 1 
jdddrcssed myself, in<iiiiring, as if I intended 
(to go thither, wlien he was likely to depart 
for Amsterdam. 

'While I was sjjeaking to him, I observed 
lipinethh|ij^ in his mien above his condition ; 
and that his hands were fair and delicate, un¬ 
like those of men inured to maritime lahonr. 
He perceived that I was particular in my in¬ 
spection,and his countenance became troubled, 
and he looked as if he wist not what to do. 

“ Fear no ill,” said I to him ; “ I am one 
in the jaws of jeopardy ; in sooth, I have no 
intent to pass into Holland, l*ut only to learn 
whether there he any hope that the Karl of 
Argyle a^^ those with him will try to help 
their covenanted brethren at home.” 

On hearing me speak so openly the conn- 
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tcnancc of tlie man briglicned, and after 
ing me witli a shaip seriStiny, lie invited me 
to eonu' down into the body of the bark, 
wlieiv we liad some frank communion, hU 
confidence being won by the plain tale of whc 
1 was and what I bad endured. The Lord 
indeed was jileased, throughout that period oi 
fears and tribulation, marvellously to enSoxf 
the persecuted with a singular and sympathe¬ 
tic instinct, whereby they were enabled, ai 
once to discern their friends ; for the dangers 
and difficulties, to which -we were subject in 
our intercourse, afforded no time for those 
testimonies and exjieriences that in ordinary 
occasions are reijuired to open the hearts ol 
men to one another. 


Aftt 


general di.scourse, Roderick 


INlacfarlane told me, that his vessel, though 
.seemingly only for traffic, had been hired by 
a certain IMadam Smith in Amsterdam, and 
was manned bv Highlanders of a degree 
above the common, for the purptose of open- 
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ing a com'spondeiu’i" bi'twton Aigvle and liis 
friends in Scotland.^ Wlieretipon 1 jiroflired 
myself to assist in establishing a eonnminiea- 
tion with the heads and leaders of ll)e Cove¬ 
nanters in the West ('onntrv, and j)artienlar- 
ly with Mr Ilenwiek and Ihs associates, tin- 
Cameronians, who, though grievously scattered 
an^ hunted, were yet able*to do great things 
in the way of convc'vijig letters, or of inter- 
pepting the emissaries and agents of the I’rivy 
Council that might be employed to contravene 
the Earl’s projects. 

Thus it w’as that I came to be concerned 
in Argyle’s unfortnnatc cx])cdition—if that 
can be called unfortunate, wliich, tliough in 
itself a failure, yet ministered to make the 
scattered children of the (anenant again co¬ 
operate for the achievement of their common 
freedom. Doubtless tlie ex})edition was under¬ 
taken before the persecuted nere suflleiently 
ripened to be of any eff'ectice sc‘r\ice. 'i'he 
Earl counted overmuch on the spirit which the 
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I’cTsecutioii had raised ;<hf thought tl)attllie 
wc'iglit of tlie tyranny h^d compressed us all 
into one body. But, alas ! it had been so 
great, that it had not only bruised, but 
broken us asunder into many pieces; and 
tinu', and care, and nuich ])ersuasion, ■were 
ail requisite to solder the fragments together, 
As the s})ring advanced, being, in the m|ui- 
i\er ri'lated, engagetl in furthering the pur¬ 
poses of the exiled (Covenanters, I prepared, 
tlirough tile instrumentality of divers friends, 
many in the West Country to be in readiness 
to join the Earf;. standard of deliverance. It 
is not however to be disguised, that the work 
went on but slowly, and that the people heard 
of the intended descent with something like an 
actionless wonderment, in consequence of those 
by whom it had been jilanned not sending forth 
any decltiration of their views and intents. And 
this indis])osition, especially among the Camer- 
oniiins, became a settled reluctance, when, after 
the Karl had reached Campbelton, he publish- 
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ed that purposolc.^s proclamation, wherein, 
thongli the wrong;^ and woes of the kingdom 
were pithily recited, the nature of the redress 
proposed was in no manner manifest. It was 
plain indeed, hy many signs, that the Lord’s 
time was not yet come for the work to tlirive. 

The divisions in Argyle's councils were 
greater even than those among tlie dilferenl 
orders into which the Covenanters had been 
long split—the very Cameronians miglit have 
been sooner persuaded to refrain from insisting 
on points of doctrine and o])inion, at least till 
the adversary was overthrown, than tho.se who 
were with the ill-fated Earl to act with union 
among themselves. In a word, all aI>out 
the expedition was confusion and j)erp]exity, 
and the omens and auguries of ruin, showed 
how much it wanted the favour that is better 
than the strength of numbers, or the wisdom 
of mighty men. But to proceed. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

Siu John CociruAXK, one of those who 
were with Argyle, luul, 1)y some espial of hist 
own, a eorres])on(lcnee with (livers of the 
Covenanters in the shire of Ayr; and he 
was so heartened by their representations of 
the spirit anion" them, that he urged, and 
overeaine the I'birl, to let him make a trial 
on that eoast before w'aiting till the High* 
landers were roused. Accordingly, with the 
three ships and the men they had brought 
from Holland, he went toward Largs, famed 
in old time for a great battle fought there; 
but, on arriving opposite to the shore, he 
found it guarded by the powers and forces of 
the government, in so much, tliat he was fain 
to direct his course farther up the river; and 
wi'iirhiiiff anchor sailed for Greenock. 

O O 
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It happc'in'd al tins jiiiiitiiri', afu r loni’ir- 
ring witli sovoral of weight aiiKing tin- Cani- 
eronians, that I \lc‘nt to (ivceiiock lia' tin 
purpose of taking sliij)]iii)g for am place 
wjiere I was likely to find Arg\ le, in ordi r 
to represent to him,«that, unless then' was a 
clear account of what he and others with him 
proposed to do, he could expci 1 n<» co-opi ra- 
tion from the societies ; and I reaciicd the town 
just as die three ships wine coming in sight. 

I had not well alighted from m\' horsi‘ at 
Dugal M‘Vicar the smith's |)uhlie,—the best 
house it is in the town, and slated. It stands 
beside an oak tree on the open shore, lielow' tiu- 
Man.sion-house-hrae, above the ])lace where 
the mariners Ixiil their tar-pots. As 1 was 
saying, I had not well alighted tli^ re, when 
a squadron of certain tinn^-serving and jire- 
iatic-inclined heritors of the shire of Keiifrew, 
under the coijnnand of Houston of that ilk, 
came galloping to the town as if they would 
have devoured Argyle, host, and shijis and 

l2 



250 


RINGAN GILIIAIZE. 


all; and they rode straight to tlie minister’s 
glebe, where, behind the kirk-yard dyke, 
lluv set themselves in ^battle array with 
drawn sw'ords, the vessels having in the 
meanwhile come to anchor forenent the kirk. 

Like the men of theitosvn I went to be an 
onlooker, at a elistanee, of what might ensue; 
and a sore heart it was to me, to see and to 
hear that the Greenock folk stood so much 
in dread of their superior, Sir John Shaw, 
that they durst not, for fear of his black- 
hole, venture to say that day whether they 
were jiapists, prelates, or ])resbyterians, he 
himself not being in the way to direct them. 

Shortly after the ships had cast anchor. 
Major Fullarton, with a party of some ten or 
twelve men, landed at the burn-foot, near the 
kirk, and having,shown a signal for parley, 
Houston ainl his men went to him, and be¬ 
gan to chafe and chide him fot;^ invading the 
country. 

“We are no invaders,” said the Major, 
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“ we have come to our native land to ])rc- 
serve the protohtant religion; and I am 
grieved tliat sicli brave gentlemen, as ye 
appear to be, should be seen in the cause of 
a papist tyrant anti usurper.” 

“ Ye lee,” crjpd Houston, anti (ired his 
pistol at the ]\Iajt)r, the like tlid his men ; 
but they were .so well anil tpiickly answereil 
in-the same language, that they soon were 
obligated to flee like ilril't to the brow of a 
hill, called Kilblain-brae, where they again 
showed face. 

Those on board the ships seeing what was 
thus doing on the lanil, jiointetl their great 
guns to the airt where the cav.aliers had 
rallied, and fired them with such effect, that 
the stoure and stones brattled tdiout the lugs 

of the heritors, which .so terrified them all 

• 

that they scampered ofl'; anti, it is said, some 
drew not bridle till they were in Paisley with 
whole skins, though at some cost of leather. 

When these tyrant tools were thus discom- 
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lited, Sir Jolin Cocliranc came on shore, and 
tried in vain to jirevail on tlic inhabitants to 
join in defence of religion antfi liherty. So he 
sent for the haron-hailie, who was the riding 
])ower of the town in tlie absence of their 
great Sir Jolin, and orderi*'! him to provide 
forthwith two Inindred bolls of meal for the 
shijis. But the bailie, a shrewd and gausie 
man, made so many difficulties in the gather- 
in^of the meal, to waste time till help would 
come, that llu knight was glad to content 
himself with little more than a fifth part of 
his demand. 

Meanwhile I had made my errand known 
to Sir John ('ochrane, and when he went off 
with the meal-sacks to the ships I went with 
him, and we sailed the same night to the 
castle of Alleiigreg,^ where Argyle himself 
then was. 

Whatever doubts ami fears I had of the 
success of the expedition, were aU wofully 
confirmed, when I saw how things were about 
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tliat unfortmiatc iK)l)k‘inan. 'J'lu' loiitrovor- 
sies in our coiimils at tho Foiitlaiul raid were 
more than rcnowRl anioiio- tliosi' wlio wire 
around Ar<;vli‘; and it wa^ ])lain to iiir that 
the sense of ruin was uj)on liis s])ii it; for, 
after I liud told hinf tlie ])ur|)ort of iiiv mis¬ 
sion, he said to me in a mournful manner— 

“ I can diseern no party in tliis country 
that desire to lie relieved ; there are home liid- 
den ones no doultt, but only my poor friend* 
here in Ar/ryle seem willinjr to lie free, (iod 
hath so ordered it, tind it must he I'or tlie 
best. I submit myself to his will."’ 

I felt tlie trutli of wliat he said, that the 
tyranny had indeed breil distrust anionic ns. 
and that the patience of men was so worn out 
that very many were inclined to siJjinit from 
mere weariness of sjiirit ;-r-l)ut 1 added, to 
hearten him, if one of my eondition may say 
so proud a thine; of so e;reat a person. That 
were the distinct iiids of his intents made 
more clearly manifest, maylie the dispersed 
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liearts of tlie (^ovonanters would yet be knit 
together. “ Some think, my Lord, ye’re for 
the Duke of Monmouth uf be king, but that 
will lu.’i'r do,—the rightful heirs canna be set 
aside. James Stuart may be, and should be, 
|)ut tlowti; but, aeeordifig to the customs re¬ 
gistered, as I hae read in the ancient chro¬ 
nicles of this i-ealm, when our nation in olden 
times cut off a king for his misdeeds, the next 
lawful heir was ay raised to the tlirone.” 

'I'o this the Earl made no answer, but con¬ 
tinued some lime thoughtful, and then said— 

“ It rests not all with me,—those who are 
with me, as you may well note, take over 
much upon them, and will not be controlled. 
They are like the waves, raised and driven 
wheresoi'ver any blast of rumour wiseth them 
to go. I gave a V-tter of trust to one of their 
emissaries, and, like the raven, he has never 
returned. If, however, I could get to Inver- 
ary, I doubt not yet that something might 
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be (lone ; for I .should then be in the midst of 
some that would reverence Argyle.” 

But why neeS I dwell on these melancho- 
lious incidents ? Next day the Karl resolved 
to make the attempt to reach Inverary, and 1 
went with him; Ifut after the castle of Ark- 
inglass, in the way thither, had heen taken, he 
was (jbligated, by the appearance of two JMig- 
lish frigates which had been sent in pursuit of 
the expedition, to return to Alicngrcg; for the 
main stores and ammunition brought from 
Holland were lodged in that castle; the ships 
also were lying there; all which in a manner 
were at stake, and no garrison adeejuate to de¬ 
fend the same from so great a power. 

On returning to Alicngrcg, Argyh; saw it 
would be a golden achievemertt, if in that 
juncture he could niast^ the frigates ; so he 
ordered his foirc, w Inch amounted to about a 
thousand men, to man the ships and four 


prizes w'hich he had, together with about 
thirty cowan boats belonging to his vassals, 
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and to attack the frijfatcs. 13ut in this also 
he was disappointed, for tlu.se who were with 
him, and weddi-d to tile jiiirjiose of going to 
the laiwlands, nuitinied against the scheme as 
too hazardous, and obliged him to give up 
the altemjit, and to leave*' the castle with a 
weak and ineapahle garrison. 

Aee'ordingly, rehietant, hut jdelding to 
these blind eonneils, after ipiitting Allengreg, 
we marehetl for the Lowlands, and at the 
head of the (iaivloeh, where we halted, the 
garrison which had been left at Allengreg 
joined ns with tlu'disastrous intelligence, that,, 
finding themselves unable to withstand the 
frigates, they had abandoned all. 

I was near to Argyle when the news of 
this was hrm'ight to him, and I observed that 
he said nothing, but his cheek faded, and he 
hastily wrung his hands. 

Having crossed the river I,even a short way 
above Dumbarton, without suffering any ma¬ 
terial molestation, we halted for the night. 
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But as we sittin*'' our watclus a jiarlv 

of the goveninieiil force ajijyeared, so that, iii- 
stearl of getting any ii^t after oiii- heavy 
rnareh, we were ohligated to tliink of again 
moving. 

The Earl won Id ^lin have fought with tliat 
force, his nuiuhers being' siipi rioi', hut he uas 
again over-ruled ; so that all weeould do was, 
during the night, leaving our eaiup-lires burn¬ 
ing for a delusion, to make what haste we 
could toward fJlasgow. 

In this tile imeountenaneed fortunes of the 
expedition were again seen. Our guides in 
the dark misled us ; so tlnit, insti ad of being 
taken to Cilasgow, we were, after grievous 
traversing in the moors, landed on the banks 
of the Clyde near Kilpatrick, whete the whole 
force broke up, Sir John floehrane, being fey 
for the West Country, jiei sutiding many to go 
with him over the water, in order to make for 
the shire of Ayr. 

The Earl seeing himself thus deserted, and 
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blit few besides those of his own kin left with 
him, rode uboiit a mile on towards Glasgow, 
with the intent of taking some rest in the 
house of one wlio had been Ills servant; but 
on reaehing the door it was shut in his face, 
and biirred, and admission peremptorily re¬ 
fused. lie said nothing, but turned round 
to us with a smile of such resigned sadness 
that it brought tears into every eye. 

Seeing that his fate was come to such ex¬ 
tremity, I pro])osed to exchange clothes with 
him, that he miglit the better escape, and to 
conduct him to the West Country, where, if 
any chance were yet left, it was to be found 
there, as Sir John Cochrane had represented. 
Whereupon he sent his kinsmen to make the 
best of their way back to the Highlands, to 
try what could be eione among his clan ; and 
having accepted a jiortion of my apparel, he 
went to the ferry-boat with Major Fullarton, 
and we crossed tlie water together. 

On landing on the Renfrew side the Earl 
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went forwaul alone, a little before the Major 
and me ; hut on reaching the ford at Inchin- 
nan lie was stoj)j)c(l hy two soldiers, who laiil 
hands upon him, one on each sidiy and in the 
grappling one of them the liarl fell to the 
ground. In a moment, however, his Lord- 
ship starte<l u]), and got rid of them hy pre¬ 
senting his ])istols. But live others at the 
same instant came in sight, and lired and ran 
in at him, aiul knocked him down with their 
swords. “ Alas! unfortunate Argvle,” I 
heard him cry as he fell; and the soldiers were 
so astonished at having so rudely treated so 
great a man, that they stood still with awe and 
dropped their swords, and some of them ^hed 
tears of sorrow for his fate. 

Seeing what had thus ha|)jTened, Major 
Fullarton and I fled and*hid ourselves helund 
a hedge, for we saw- anotlier j)arty of troopers 
coming towards the spot,—we heard after¬ 
wards that it was Sir John Shaw of (ireenoek, 
with some of the Renfrewshire heritors, hy 
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whom the Earl was conducted a prisoner to 
Glasgow. Hut of the dismal, indigaiities, and 
tile degradations to which he was subjected, 
and of his doleful martyrdom, the courteous 
reader may well sjiare me the sad recital, as 
they are recorded in all true Hritish histories, 
and lu' will accejit for the same those sweet but 
mournful lines which Argylc indited in the 
dungeon; 

Thoiu passcTi^er, tliat shah have so much time 
To view niy j;rave, and ask what was my crime; 

No stain of error, no black vice's brand, 

as that whicli chased me from my native land. 

Love to my country—twice sentenced to die— 
Constraiird my luinds forgotten arms to try. 

More by friends' fraud my fall proceeded hath 
Tlian foes, though now they thrice decreed my death. 
On my attempt tliougli Providence did frown, 

His oppress'd people Vjod at length shall own ; 
Another hand, by more successful speed. 

Shall raise the rciimant, bruise the serpent's head. 
Though my head fall, that is no tragic story, 

J^ince, going hence, I enter endless glory. 
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CIIAP. xxviri. 

Thk news of till' fall of Ar^yle was as olad- 
tlelliii" wine to tlie eniel spirit of .fame* 
Stuart. It was (riated l)v liiin ;is viuorv 
was of old aiiiona- the coiKnierini'- Iloiii.iiis, 
and he ordained medals of brass .and of 
silver to he made, to eomnieinorate, as a olo- 
rious triuni])h, the deed th:it w:ts a erinte. 
But he was not eontent with such lianidess 
monuments of insensate exultation ; he eon- 
sidered the Idow a.s linal to the pixshyterian 
cau.se, and o))enly set liiin.self to eifeet the re¬ 
establishment of the idolatrous <ihoininations 
of the mass and monkric# 

The Lord Perth ami his brother, the Lord 
Melford, anti a hkiek etitalofriti^ of others, 
whose names, for the fame of Scotland, I 
would fain cx]!tin'’e with the waters of ohli- 
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vion, consiclorinrj Religion as a thing of royal 
rcgnlalion, ])rofesse(l themselves papists, and 
got, as the jniee of their apostaey and per¬ 
dition, eertain ])laees of profit in the govern¬ 
ment. CIoiuls of the jaipistieal loeiist were then 
allured into the land, to eat'it up leaf and blade 
again. Sehools to teaeh children the deceits, 
and the frauds, and the sins of the jesuits, were 
established even in the palace of Holyrood- 
house ; and die chapel, which had been cleans¬ 
ed in the time of Queen Mary, was again de¬ 
filed with the pageantries of idolatry. 

But the godly people of Edinburgh called 
to mind the pious bravery of their forefathers, 
and all that they had done in the Reforma>- 
tion; and they rose, as it were with one accord, 
and demolished the sehools, and purified the 
chapel, even to dit^olation, and forced the 
papist priest to abjure his own idols. The 
old abhorrence of the abominations was reviv¬ 
ed ; for now it was clearly seen what King 
Charles and his brother had been seeking. 
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in the relentless persecution which they had 
so long sanctioned ; and many in eonhe()uence, 
who had sup))orteh and oheyed the ])relatic 
apostacy as a thing hut of innocent forms, 
trembled at the share which they had taken 
in the guilt of that ;fhgresslon, and their dis¬ 
may was unspeakable. 

The tyrant, however, soon saw that lie had 
over-counted the degree of the humiliation of 
the land ; and being disturbed by the union 
which his open pajastry was causing' among 
all denominations of ])rotestants, he changed 
his mood, and from force resorting to fraud, 
publishing a general toleration,—a dexice of 
policy which greatly dislieartcned the prelatic 
faction; for they saw that they had only la¬ 
boured to strengthen a prerogativ#, the first 
effectual exercl.se of which Mjfts directed against 
themselves, every one discerning that the in¬ 
dulgence was framed to give head-rojie to the 
papists. But the Covenanters made use of 
it to advance the cause of the gosjiel, as I 
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sliull now proceed to rehearse, as well as how 
throiig'li it I was enabled to ])erform my 
aveTiging vow. 

Among the exiled Covenanters who rc- 
liirned with Argyle, and with whom I became 
actpiainted while with him, was Thomas 
Ardmillan, when, after my escape at the time 
whett tlu' I'larl was taken, I fell in again 
with iit Kirkintilloch, as I was making the 
best of my way into the East country, and 
we went together to xVrbroath, where he em¬ 
barked for Holland. 

Heing then minded to return bad^^Jidin- 
burgh, and to abide again with Mrtliilifowii- 
lee, in whose house I had found a safe asy¬ 
lum, and a convenient place of e.spial, after 
seeing hin\ on board the vessel, I also took 
shipping, and ret’>rned to Leith under an as¬ 
surance that I should hear of him from time 
to time. It was not, however, until the in- 
didgence was proclaimed that I heard from 
him, about which era he wrote to me a most 
1 
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scriptural letter, by the reverend IMr I’atrick 
Warner, wlio had received a call I'roni tlie 
magistrates and inhabitants of the <’ovenaiited 
to.wn of Irvine, to take upon liiin tlie niiiiistry 
of their parish. 

Mr Warner having accepted the call, on 
arriving at Leith sent to iVIis Ib-owidee’s this 
letter, with a reipiest that, if I was alive and 
there, he would be glad to see me in his lodg¬ 
ing before departing to the A\b.st country. 

As the fragrance of Mr Warner’s sniferinos 
was sweet among all the true ;ind faithful, I 
was much regaled with this invitation, and 
went forthwith to Leith, wlnn'e 1 found him 
ij||Bfcouse that is clad with ovster-sln lls, in 
ipre Tod’s-hole Close. lie was silting in a fair 
chamber therein, with that worthy Hailie that 
afterwards was next year, af the time of the 
Revolution, Mr Cornelius N’eilsotic, and his 
no less excellent compeer on the same great 
occasion, Mr George Samsone, hoth persons 
of godly repute. Mr Cheyne, the towai-cJerk, 
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was likewise present, a most discreet cJiaraeter; 

Imt being ti lawyer by trade, and come of an 

episcojad stock, lie was rather a tliought, it 

wa.s said, inclined to the ])relatic, sect. Divers 

others, donee and religious characters, were 
1 

also there, esjicciallv Mr Jaddua I‘'yfe, a mer¬ 
chant of women's gear, tlien in much renown 
for his suavity. Mr M arner was relating to 
them manv cottsolatory things of the worth 
and piety of the Prince and Princess of Orange, 
to whom the eves of till the protestants, espe¬ 
cially of the presbyterians, were at that time 
directed. 

Aye, aye," s;iid Mr Jaddua Fyfe, “ nac 
d(K)t, nae (loot, but the Prince is a man 
sweet-smelling odour,—that’s in the way dn 
chiiracfcr;—and the Princess ; aye, aye, it is 
well known, that 'she’s a pure snowdrop, and 
a lilv o’ the valley in the lAtrd’s garden,— 
that's in the way of piety.’’ 

They’re the heirs presumptive to the 
crown, " subjoined Mr Cheyne. 
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“ They rt' wcul I'ntilk'tl to tlio rcx yn’iici' 
and respect of us a’,” added Mr Conielius 
Neilsone. 

. “ When I first f^ot the call from Irvine," 
resumed Mr Warner, that exeelleiil lady, 
and precious ycssel*of jrodliness, the (ioun- 
tess of Sutherland, hein^^ then at the Ilairuc, 
sought my allowance to let the I’rinccss 
know of my accejrtance of the call, and 
to inquire if lier IJighness had any coni- 
ntands for Scotland ; and the Princess in a 
most gracious maimer signified to her that 
the best thing I, and tliose wlio were liki' me, 
could do for her, was to he earnest in ))rav- 
ing that she miglit he kept firm and faitJifid 
in the reformed religion, adding many tender 
things of her sincere ,symi)athy for the j)oor 
{leraecuted {x>ople of Scotland, and reconi- 
ntending that I should wait on the Prince 
Itefore taking my departure. I ^yas not, liow- 
ever, forward to thrust myself into such ho¬ 
nour ; but at last yielding tf) the exhortations 
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of my friends, I went to tbe house of Myn- 
iteer Bentinek, and gave him my name for 
an aiidienee; and one morning, al)oiit eight of 
the eloek, liis ser\'ant called for me and took, 
me to his house, and he himself conveyed ipe- 
into the presence of the Prince, where, leaving 
me witl) him, we had a most weighty and 
edifying conviTsation.” 

“ Aye, aye,” interposed, Mr Jaddua Fyf<?, 
“ it was a great thing to converse wi’ a prince; 
and how did he behave himscl,—that’s in the 
way o’ manners ?” 

“ Ye nei'd na debate, Mr Fyfe, about that,” 
replied ]\Ir Samsone, “ the Prince kens what 
it’s to be civil, especially to his friendsand I. 
tlioiight, in saving these words, that Mr Sam- 
sone looked -parlicidar towards me. 

“ And what ])assvd said the town-clerk, 
in a wav as if he pawkilyjealoused something. 
Mr W arner, however, in his placid and mini¬ 
ster-like manner, responded— 

“ I told his Highness liow I had received 



RIXGAN GILIIAIZE. 


269 


the cal] from Irvine, ami tlioiiolii it my duty 
to inquire if tliere was any tiling wlierein I 
could serve liim in Scotland. 

“ To tills the Prince rejilied in a benign 
manner— 

“ Aye, aye,” ejaculatetl Mr Jaddua Fyfe, 
“ nae doubt it was in a benignant manner, 
and in a cordial manner. Ayt>, aye, lie has nae 
his ell-wand to seek wlicn a customer’s afore 
the counter,—that’s in the way o’ business.” 

“ ‘ I understand,’ said his Highness,” con¬ 
tinued Mr Warner, “ ‘ you are calh'd home 
upon the toleration lately granted ; but I can 
assure you, that toleration is not graritetl for 
any kindness to your party, but to favour the 
papists, and to divide you among your.selves; 
yet I think you may be so wise a.'-^to take good 
of it, and prevent the evfl designed, and, in¬ 
stead of dividing, come to a better harmony 
among yourselves when you have liberty to 
see and meet more freely.’ ” 

“ To which,” said Mr Warner, “ I an- 
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swerwl, tliiit I heartily wished it iiiifi'lit jirove 
so, and that iiothini; would he wantinff on my 
j)art to make it so ; and I added, the presby- 
teriansin Scotland, Great Sir, are looked upon 
as a very despictihli' jairty ; but tliose who do 
so, tneasure them Ity the appearance at Pent- 
land an{l Pothwell, as if the whole power of 
the ])resbyterians had been drawn out there; 
hut I can assure your Highness that such are 
greatly mistaken ; for many firm presbyterians 
were not satisfied as to the grounds and man¬ 
ner of those risings, and did not join; and 
others were’ borne down by the Persecution. 
In reritv I am persuaded, that i^ Scotland 
wiTe left frei‘, of three parts of the people 
two would be found presbyterians. We are 
indeed a ])6or persecuted party, and have 
none under God to" look to for our help and 
relief but vour Highness, on account of that re¬ 
lation vou and the Princess have to the crown.” 

•' That was going a great length, Mr 
\V arner.” said Mr Cheyne, the town-clerk. 
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“ No .1 bit, no a bit,” criod I ; and Air 
Jatldtia l'’yfe gave me an ajtjnoving gloom, 
wliile Air Warner quietly eontimied— 

“ 1 then tirgi'd many things, I)oj)ing that 
the Lord would incline his Iliglmess' heart 
to cs])ou.se Ilis interest in Scotland, and Ih- 
friend tlie persecuted jtresbvtcrians. 'I'o 
wJtich tlie 1‘rince rejdied— 

“ Aye, aye, I like to liear wliat his High¬ 
ness said, that’s in the way of counselling," 
said Mr Jatldua J^yfe. 

“ The Prince,” replied Mr Wanicr, “ ihen 
spoke tf) me earncsll}-, stiying— 

“ ‘ I liave been educated a presbyterian, 
and I hope so to continue ; and I assure you. 
if ever it be in my power, I shall make the 
presbyterian churcli-govemnienf the establish¬ 
ed cliurch-govcrnment *of Scotland, and of 
this you may assure your friends, as in pru¬ 
dence you find it convenient.’ ” 

Discerning the weight and intimation that 
were in these w'ords, I said, wlien Mr Wbirner 
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had made an end, that it was a great thing 
to know tlie sentiment of the Prince ; for by 
ail signs the time could not be far off when 
we would maybe rc(|uire to put his assurance 

and promise to tlie test At which words "of 

« 

mine there w'cre many exchanges of gathered 
brows and significant nods, and Mr Jaddua 
Fyfe, to whom I was sitting next, slyly 
pinched me in the elbow; all which spoke 
plainer than elocution, that those present were 
accorded with me in opinion; and I gave 
inward thanks that such a braird of renewed 
courage and zeal was beginning to kithe 


among us. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

Besides Mr Warner, nuuiv otlier ininistors, 
who had taken refnj^e in f’orei”n emintrii's, 
were called home, and il began optnly to 
be talked, that King James would to a 
surety be set aside, on aeeonnt of his mal¬ 
versations in the kingly olliee in Kngland, 
and the even-down course he was ])urKuing 
there, as in Scotland, to abolish all ])ro])c'rty 
that the subjects had in the ancient laws and 
charters of the realm. But the thing came to 
no definite head, till that Jesuit-contrived de¬ 
vice for cutting out the protestant heirs to the 
crown was brought to maiturity, by palming a 
matt-child upon the nation as the lawful son 
of the Tyrant and his papistical wife. 

In the meantime I had not been idle in dis¬ 
seminating throughout the land, by the means 

M a 
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of the Ciiincroiiians, a faithful account of 
'vliat Mr AVavncr liad related of the pious 
cliaracter and ))resl)vterian dispositions of the 
Prince of Orange; and through a correspon¬ 
dence that I opened witlt Thomas Ardmillan, 
Mynlieer llentinck was kept so informed 
of the growing affection for his master in 
Scotland, as soon emboldened the Prince, 
with what he heard of the inclinations of the 
English peo]>le, to jjrepare a great host and 
navv for the ileliverance of the kingdoms. 
In the midst of these human means and stra¬ 
tagems, the briglit right-hand of Providence 
was shiningly visible; for by the news of the 
Princi-’s preparations It smote the councils of 
Kin<T .lames with confusion and a fatal dis- 

tr> 

traction. 

Tliough be had f.o alienated the Scottish 
lieges, tliat none but the basest of men among 
us iieknowledged his authority, yet he sum- 
nioneil all his forces into England, leaving 
his power to be ujtheld here by those only 
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who wero vile enou<i;h to wish fot the iH)n- 
tinuanee of slavery. Thus was the way clear¬ 
ed for. the adviiil of the deliverer; and the 
faithful noble.s and ■gentry of Scotland, as the 
army was removed, came flocking into Edin¬ 
burgh, and the I’rivy Council, which had 
been so little slack in any criine, durst not 
molest them, though the jmrpose of their 
being there was a treason which the mem¬ 
bers could not but all well know. Every 
thing, in a word, was now moving onward to 
a great event; all in the land was as whi'ii 
the thaw comes, and tlie ice is breaking, and 
the snows melting, and the waters flowing, 
and the rivers are bursting their frozen fet¬ 
ters, and the sceptre of winter is broken, and 
the wreck of his domination i» drifting and 


perishing away. 

To keep the Privy Council in the cxinfu- 


sion of the darkness of ignorance, I a)ncert- 
ed with many of the Cameronians that they 
should spread themselves along tlie highways, 

M 2 
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and intercept the government expresses and 
emissaries, to tlie end that neither the King’s 
faction in England nor in t3cotland might 
know aught of the undertakings of eacli other; 
and when Tltonias Ardniillan sent me, from 
!Mynlieer lientinck, the Prifice’s declaration for 
Scotland, I liastoned into the West Country, 
that I might exhort tlie covenanted there to 
be in readiness, and from the tolbooth stair 
of Irvine, yea on the very step where my 
heart was so pierced by tlie cries of my son, 
I was tlie first in Scotland to publish that 
glorious pledge of our deliverance. On the 
same dav, at the same hour, the like was 
done by others of our friends at Glasgow 
and at Ayr; and there was shouting, and 
joy, and thanksgiving, and the magnificent 
voice of freedom rejtiiunded throughout the 
land, and ennobled all hearts again with 
bravery. 

When the news of the Prince’s landing at 
Torbay arrived, we felt that liberty was 
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come; but long oj^pression Itad nfade many 
distrustful, and from day to day i-uinours 
were spread b^l the des])airing im-inbers of 
the prelatic sect, the breathings of their 
wishes, that made us doubt whether we ought 
to band ourselves'into any array for warfare. 
In this state of swithering and incertitude 
we continued for some time, till I begaTi to 
grow fearful le.st the zeal which had been so 
rekindled would sink and go out if not stirred 
again in .some effectual manner. So 1 con¬ 
ferred with Quintin Fullarlon, who in all 
these providences had been art and ])art with 
me, from the day of the meeting with Mr 
Renwick near Laswade; and as the Privy 
Council, when it was known the Prince had 
been invited over, had directed beacons to 
be raised on the tops o<i many mountains, to 
be fired as signals of alarum for the King’s 
party when the Dutch fleet should be seen 
approaching the coast, we devised, as a 
mean for calling forth the strength and spirit 
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of the Covenanters, that we should avail our¬ 
selves of their preparations. 

Accordingly we instructed ?our alert young 
mt'n, of the Caincronian societies, severally 
and unknown to each other, to be in attend¬ 
ance' on the night of the tenth of December 
at the beacons on the hills of Knockdolian, 
Lowthers, lllacklarg, and Bencairn, that they 
might lire the same if need or signal should 
so require, Duintin Fullarton having underr 
taken to kindle the one on Mistylaw himself. 

The night was dark, V)ut it was ordained 
that the air should be moist and heavy, and 
in that state when the light of flame spreads 
farthest. Meanwhile fearful reports from 
Ireland of papistical intents to maintain the 
cause of King James made the fancies of 
men awake and full of anxieties. The prela- 
tic curate's were also so heartened by those 
rumours and tidings, that they began to re¬ 
cover from the dismay with which the news 
of the Prince’s landing had overwhelmed 

6 
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them, and to ,sli(X)t out afrain tlie' horns of 
anticliristian arrogance. But when, about 
three hours aft(*' .sunset, the beacon on tlie 
Mistylaw was fired, and when hill after hill 
■yas lighted ujt, the whole country was filled 
with such consteriffttion and jtanic, that 1 was 
myself smitten wdlh the tlread of some terrible 
consequencee. Horsemen passed furiously 
in all directions—bells were rung, and drums 
beat—mothers were seen flying wilh their 
children tliey knew not whither—ciies and 
lamentations echex'd on every side. The skies 
were kindled with a red glare, and none 
could tell where the signal was first shown. 
Some said the Irish had landed and were 
burning the towns in the semth, and no one 
knew where to flee from the unlinown and in¬ 
visible enemy. 

In the meantime, our Covenanters of the 
West assembled at their try sting-place, to the 
number of more than six thousand armed 
men, ready and girded for battle; and this 
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appearailce was an assurance that no power 
was then in all the Lowlands ahle to gainsay 
such a force; anti next day, tvlieii it was dis¬ 
covered that the alarm liad no real cause, it 
was determined that the juelatic priests should 
be openly discarded from tiieir jtarishes. Our 
vengeance, liowever, was not meted upon them 
by the measure of tjur sufferings, but by the 
treatment which our own pastors had borne-; 
and, consideiing how many of them had acted 
as spies and accusers against us, it is surpris¬ 
ing, that of two lumdred, who were banished 
from the j)arishes, few received any cause of 
complaint; even the poor feckless thing An¬ 
drew Dornock was decently expelled from the 
manse of Vuharist, on promising he would 
never return. „ 

This riddance of ihe malignants was the 
first fruit of the expidsion of James Stuart 
from the throne; but it was not long till we 
were menaced with new and even greater suf¬ 
ferings than we had yet endured. For though 
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the tyrant had fled, he luid left Claverhonsc, 
under the title of Viscount Dundee, behind 
him; and in tfte feiu'less activity of that 
proud and cruel warrior, there was an en- 
j^nc sufficient to have jestored him to his 
absolute throne, as I shall now j)roceed to 
rehearse. 
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CHAP. XXX. 


Tnic true and faithful of the West, by the 
event recorded in the forej^oing chapter, be¬ 
ing so instructed with respect to their own 
[lower and numbers, stood in no reverence of 
any force that the remnants of the Tyrant’s 
sect and faction could afford to send against 
them. I tlierefore resolved to return to Edin- 
burgli; for the longing of my grandfather’s 
spirit to see the current and course of public 
events flowing from their founta^p-head, was 
upon me, and I had not yet so satisfied the 
vearnings of justice as to be able to look again 
on the ashes of my house and the tomb’ of 
Sarah Lochrig and her daughters. Accord- 
ingly, soon after the turn of tlie year I went 
thither, wliere I found all things in uncer¬ 
tainty and commotion. 
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Cltiverhousc’, or, as ]io was now titled. 
Lord i)iiii(Jce, witli that Bcorn oF pul)lie opi¬ 
nion and def«;t*of all jmnciple, sav<‘ only n 
canine fidelity, a dow's love, to liis jiapistieal 
master, domineered with his dra<j;oons, us if 
he himself had been regnant monarch of Scot¬ 
land ; and it was plain and prohahle, that 
unless he w'as &(K)n bridled, he would speedily 
act ujxm the wider stage of the kingdom the 
same Mahound-like part that lu’ had played 
in the prenticeship of his cruelties of the shire 
of Ayr. The peril, indeed, from his cour¬ 
age and activity, was made to me very evident, 
by a conversation that I had with one D.avid 
Middleton, who had come from Kngkmd on 
some business of the Jacobites there, in con¬ 
nexion with Dundee. 

Providence led me tofall in witli this per¬ 
son one morning, as we were standing among 
a crowd of other onlookers, seeing (llaverhouse 
reviewing his men in tlie front court of IToly- 
rood-house. I hapjiened to remark, for in 
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sooth it must be so owned, that the Viscount 
liad a brave tliougli a proud look, and tliat 
his voice liad the manliness of one ordained 
to command. 

“ Yes,” replied David Middleton, “ he’s a 
born soldier, and if the King is to be restor¬ 
ed, he is the man that will do it. When his 
Majesty was at Rochester, before going to 
France, I was there with my master, and 
being called in to mend the fire, I heard 
Dundee and my Lord, then with the King, 
discoursing concerning the royal affairs. 

“ ‘ The question,’ said Lord Dundee to his 
Majesty, ‘ is, whether you shall stay in Eng^ 
land or go to France ? My opinion, sir, is, 
that you should stay in England, make your 
stand here, a*nd summon your subjects to your 
allegiance. ’Tls true, you have disbanded 
your army, but give me leave, and I will un¬ 
dertake to get ten thousand men of it together, 
and march through all England with your 
standard at their head, and drive the Dutch 
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before you and," added David Middleton, 
“ let him have time, and I doubt not, that, 
even without theiKing’s leave, he will do as 
much." 

Whether the man in this did brae- of a 
knowledge that he Tiad not, the story seenu'd 
so likely, that it could scarcely be (jiicstion- 
ed; so I considted with my faithful friend 
and companion, Quintin Fullarton, and other 
men of w’cight among the Cameroniaiis; and 
we agreed, that those of the societies who 
were scattered along the borders to intercept 
the correspondence between the I'mglish and 
Scottish Jacobite.s, should be called into Edin¬ 
burgh to daunt the ram})ageous in.solence of 
Claverhouse. 

This was done accoixlingly ; and from tht‘ 
day that they began to aj*j)ear in the streets, 
the bravery of those who were with him 
seemed to slacken. Ibit still he carried him¬ 
self as boldly as ever, and j)ersuaded the Duke 
of Gordon, then governor of the castle, not 
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to siirreiidfr, nor obey any mandate from the 
Convention of the States, by whom, in that 
interregniini, the riiJe of tlie'kinfrdom was ex¬ 
ercised. Still, however, the (’aineronians were 
coming; in, and their numbers became so mani¬ 
fest, that the dragoons were backward to show 
themselves. Itut their commander affected 
not to value us, till one day a singular thing 
t(M)k place, which, in its issues, ended the over¬ 
awing inffuence of his presence in Edinburgh. 

1 hap])ened to be standing with Quintin 
Fullarton, and some four or five other Camer- 
onians, at an entry-mouth forenent the Canon- 
gate-cross, when Claverhouse, and that tool 
of tyranny. Sir George Mackenzie the advo¬ 
cate, were coming ii]i from the palace; and 
.as they jiassed, the Viscount looked hard at 
me, and said to Sir George, 

“ I hiive sonH'where seen that doure cur 
Ite/ore.” 

Sir George' turnetl round also to look, and 
I said— 
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“ It’s true, Cliiverhowse,—we inet at 
Drumclog;” and I touelied iny arm that 
he had wounded *t]iere, adding, “ and ttie 
t)|ood shed that day has not yet been paid for.” 

At these words he made a rush uim)!) iik- 

• 

with his sword, but niy friends were nimbler 
with theirs; and Sir (leorge Maekcai/ie in¬ 
terposing, drew him off, and they went away 
together. 

The affair, liowever, ended not here. Sir 
George, wdth the subtlety of a lawyer, tried to 
turn it to some aeeount, and making a groat 
ado of it, as a design to assassinate Lord Dun¬ 
dee and him.self, tried to get tlie Oonvention to 
order all strangers to remove frmn the town. 
This, however, was refii.sed ; so that Claver- 
house, seeing how tlu' spirit of the limes was 
going among the members, *and the boldness 
with which the Presbyterians and the (Covenan¬ 
ters were daily bearding his arrogance', with¬ 
drew with his dragoons from the eitv, and 
made for Stirling. 
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In this retreat from Eclinhurgli he blew 
the trumpet of civil war; but in less than two 
hours frojn tlie signal, a regiment of eight 
hunched Cameronians was arrayed in tl^e 
High-street. The sou of Argyle, who Ifad 
taken his seat in the Convention as a peer, soon 
after gathered three hundred of the Campbells, 
and the safety of Scotland now seemed to be 
secured by the arrival of Mackay with three 
Scotch regiments, then in the Dutch .service, 
and which tlie Prince of Orange had brought 
with him to Torbay. 

lly the retreat of Claverhouse the Jacobite 
party in Edinburgh were so disheartened, 
and any endeavour which they afterwards 
made to rally was so crazed with consterna¬ 
tion, that it was jdain the sceptre had de¬ 
parted from their master. The capacity as 
well as the jeower for any effectual action 
was indeed evidently taken from them, and the 
ploughshare was driven over the ruins of 

their cause on the evcr-memorable eleventh 

3 
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*l,'iy <)!' A|)ri), ulnii William aiul i\I.?iv uirc 
jiroclaiiiK'd Kiii^a; and (jtiK'i'ii. 

4 

Hut llioiis;li tliu,-. Ilia ojijiri'SMir «as casl 
down from liis tiir^iiu', and tliouifli thin., in 
^'otlai’.d, tlu' fliiol' aj^aiits. in tlir v ork ol' dr- 
livaninra wrra tlu- o’utlawed I'anKioiiiaiiN, a^ 
instructed tiy nie, the victory could not lie 
comjilete, nor the Irojiliies hum;- u]) in the 
liall, wiiile tile Tyrant [)<)^^e^i>ed an insli inncnt 
of such edge and tem|iei' .is Clai i rliniisc. As 
for myself, I felt that while tlu' lioimciik- 
lived the debt of justice and of blood due to 
my martyred family cotild never be .sali..vllcd; 
and I heard of his passing from Stirling into 
the Highlands, and the wonders he was work¬ 
ing for the Jacobite cause there, as if nothing 
had yet been achieved toward thy fullihnent 
of my avenging vow. 


N 


voi,. I If. 
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(iiAr. XXXI. 


w HKN ('kivcrliouso left'Stirling, lie had but 
sixty liorsf. In little more than a month he 
was at the head of seventeen hundred men. 
He obtained reinlbreeinents from Ireland. 
'Die Maedonalds, and tlie Camerons, and the 
Gordons, were all his. A vassal of the Mar- 
tjuis of Athol had <leelared for liim even in 
till' eastle of IJIair, and defended it against 
the elan of liis master. An event still more 
strange was prodiieed bv the spell of his pre- 
.senee,—the elaiismen of Athol deserted their 
ehief, and,joined his standard. He kindled 
the hills in liis cause, and all the life of the 
North was gathering around him. 

M aekav, with the Covenanters, the regi¬ 
ments from Holland, and the Cameronian.s, 
went from I’erth to oppose his entrance into 
1 
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tlio I^owlands. 'I'lu' luiiuls of ukuomto sus- 
[K'luled. Shoidd lu' dof’rat ^Vlackav, it was 
plain tliat tlu‘ crAwii would soon hi- icsloii'd to 
Janifs Stuart, and tlio woos of Scotland conic 
\igain. 

In that dismal jmutnrc I was alone; (or 
Quintin I’ldlartmi, with all the ( aiiicronians, 
was with Mackay. 

I was an old man, verwinw on thrccsi ipri'. 

I went to and fio in tiu' streets of i'ahn- 
burfi;'h all day lone, nKjiin ine ol e\ ery stranger 
the news; and ivery answer that I epit wa» 
some new triumph of Dundee. 

No sleep lame to my hurnine pillow, or if 
indeed my eyelids for very weariness fell 
down, it w;is only that I mielit suffer the 
stings of anxiety in some shar]Ar form ; for 
my dreams were of flaifles kindling around 
me, through which I saw behind the jiroud 
and exulting visage of Dundie. 

Sometimes in the depths of the night I 
rushed into the street, and I listened with 
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('irs, thinkit!"; 1 heart! the trainpline 
of dragoons and the Ite.ivy wlieels of eannon ; 
and often in tlie dav, vlieif I sati' three or 
four persons spetikine; toifeiher, I ran towards 
them, and broke in ii])on tlieir discourse witK 
some wild interrogation, that made them an¬ 
swer me will) ])ity. 

Hot tile iiaste aiul frenzy of tliis alarm sud¬ 
denly clianped ; I felt thiit I was a chosen in- 
sti iimcnl ; 1 thonpht that the rniti which had 
fallen on me and mine was assuredly some 
yreat nnsterv tif I’rovidence : 1 remembered 
the projihecv of my i>randfather. that a task 
uas in store for me, though I knew not what 
it was ; I forptit my old aj^e and my infirmi¬ 
ties ; 1 hastined to mv chamber ; I put mo¬ 
ney in mv purse; I spoke to no one; I 
boui>ht a carabine ;‘and I set out alone to re- 
itd'orce IMackay. 

As I ]>assi'd down the street, and out at 
the West Port. I saw the people stop and 
l(X)k at me with silence and wonder. As I 
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went al<)iit>‘ tin.' road, sovtaal that wiTo itassiiii; 
iiKjiiiia'il wlirrc I was so fast r Init I 

waived Illy liaiKl*aiid liurrled liy, 

I reaclieil the (jtueeilsierrv without as it 
were draw ui£r la eath. I i inharhed ; and w hen 
the boat arrived at the northern side I luid 
fallen asleep ; and tiie lerryinan, in eonipas- 
sion, allowed me to shimher immolesti'd. 
When 1 awoke I I’eit mv'sell' refreshed. I 
leajit on shore, and went aaain iiujiatiently 
on. 

But luy mind was then somewhat ealmer ; 
and when I reaehed Kinross I bought a little 
bread, and retiriiif; to the brink of the lake 
dipt it in the water, and it was a savoury 
repast. 

As I approached the Brio^ of Kara 1 
felt age in iny limbs, and though the sjiirit 
was willing the body could not ; and I sat 
down, and I mourned that I was so frail and 
so feeble. But a niarvelloits v igour was sikhi 
again given to me, and I rose refrished from 
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my resting-])lacc on the wall of the bridge, 
and the same night I reached Perth. I stop¬ 
ped in a stahler’s till the motaing. At break 
of day, having hired a horse from him, 
I hastened forward to Dunkeld, where he 
told me Maekay had encamped the day be¬ 
fore, on his way to defend the pass of Killl- 
erankie. 

Tile road was thronged with women and 
children flocking into Perth in terror of the 
Highlanders, but I heeded them not. I had 
but one thought, and that was to reach the 
scene of war and Clavcrhoiisc. 

On arriving at the ferry of Inver, the 
Held in front of the Bishop of Dunkeld’s 
house, where the army had been encamped, 
was emjity. <• Maekay had marched towards 
Blair-Alhol, to drive Dundee and the High¬ 
landers, if jiossible, back into the glens and 
mosses of the North ; for he had learnt that 
his own force greatly exceeded his adver¬ 
sary’s. 
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On liearing tliis, and niv lior^c iK'iHfj; in 
need of bating, I lialted at the ferry-bouse 
before crossing tl* Tay, assured by the boat¬ 
man that I should be able to overtake the 
alrmy long before it could reach the meeting 
of the Tununel anil the Gary. And so it 
proved ; for as I came to that turn of the 
road where the Tiimmel ])ours its roaring 
waters into the Tay, I beard llie echoing of 
a trumpet among the mountains, and soon 
after saw the army wiiuling its toilsome course 
along the river’s brink, slowly and heavily, 
as the chariots of Pharoah laboured through 
the sands of the Desert; and the ap|)earanee 
of the long array was as the many-coloured 
woods that skirt the rivers in autumn. 

On the right hand, bills, ani^ rocks, and 
trees, rose like the ruin.s*of the ramparts of 
some ancient world; and I thought of the 
ejxx-’hs when the days of the children of men 
were a thousand years, and when giants were 
on the earth, and all were swept away by the 
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Hood ; and I felt as if I behekl the hand of 
the Lord in the cloud weiohing the things of 
tinu' in llis scales, to see tif the sins of the 
world were indeed beconte acjain so .<;rcat, as 
that the cause of Claverhouse should be suffef- 
etl to jirevail. For my sjtirit was as a Haine 
that blazeth in the wind, and my thoughts as 
the sparks that shoot atid soar for a moment 
towards the skies with a glorious splendour, 
ami drop down upon the earth in ashes. 
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CHAP, xxxii. 

Genekai. M.\(:kay haltt'd the on a s})a- 
cious green plain whieh lies at tlie meeting of 
the Tuinmei and the Gary, and wiiieh the 
Highlanders call Pascali, because, as the 
name in their tongue siguiiies, no trees are 
growing thereon. This jJace is the thn'shold 
of the Pass of Killicrankie, througli the <lark 
and wootly chasms of which the impatient 
waters of the Gary c<niie with hoarse aiui 
wrathful mutterings and murmurs. The hills 
and mountains around are built (tip in more 
olden and antic forms thaa those of our Low¬ 
land parts, and a wild and strange stjlernnity 
is mingled there with much fantastical beauty, 
as if, according to the minstrel.sy of ancient 
times, sullen wizards and gamesome fairies 

N 2 
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Iiad joinct] tlieir arts and spells to make a 
common dwellinjr-place. 

As the soldiers spread tlie^uselves over the 
f^recn hosoin of Faseali, and ])iled tlieir arms 
and furled tlieir banners, and laid their drums 
on the ground, and led tlieir horses to the 
river, the General sent forwarti a scout 
through the Pass, to discover the movements 
of Claverhouse, having heard that he was 
eoming f rom the castle of Blair-Athol, to pre¬ 
vent his entrance into the Highlands. 

The officer sent to make the espial, had not 
been gone above half an hour, when he came 
back in great haste to tell that the Highland¬ 
ers were on the brow of a hill above the house 
of Itinrorie, and that unless the Pass,was im- 
metliately taken possession of, it would be 
mastered by Claverhouse that night. 

Mackay, at this news, ordered the trumpets 
to sound, and as the echoes multiplied and 
repeated the alarum, it was as if all the spirits 
of the hills called the men to arms. The sol- 
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fliers looked around as they formed their 
ranks, listening with delight and wonder at" 
the universal bravery ; and I tliought of the 
sight, wliieli JOlislia the prophet gave to tlie 
young man at Dotlum, of the mountains 
covered with liorsPs and chariots of tire, for 
his defence ajjainst the host of tlie Kiiijr of 
Syria; and I went forwartl witli tlie eonti- 
dence of assured victory. 

As we i.ssued I'ortli from the Pass into the 
wide country, extending towards I aide and 
Blair-Athol, we saw', as the otiiccr had re¬ 
ported, the Highland liosts of tilaverhouse 
arrayed along the lofty brow of the mountain, 
above tlie house of liinrorie, their jilaids 
waving in the breeze on the hill, and their 
arms glittering to the sun. 

Mackay directed the y-ixips, at crossing a 
raging brook called the Girnaig, to keep 
along a flat of land above the house of Rin- 
rorie, and to form, in order of battle, on the 
field beyond the garden, anti under the hill 
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where the Highlanders were posted ; the bag- 
•gage and eainp equipages, he at the same 
time ordered down into a ])lain tliat lies be¬ 
tween the bank on the erow'n of which the 
house stands and the rieer Gary. An an¬ 
cient monumental stone iif the middle of the 
lower plain shows, that in some elder age a 
battle had been fought there, and that some 
warrior of might and fame had fallen. 

In taking his ground on that elevated shelf 
of land, Maekay was minded to stretch his 
left wing to intercept the return of the High- 
laiulers towards lllair, and, if possible, oblige 
them to enter the Pass of Killicrankie, by 
which he would have cut them off from their 
resouicesin the North, and so perhaps mas¬ 
tered them without any great slaughter. 

But Claverhouse discerned the intent of 
his movement, and before our covenanted 
host had formed their array, it was evident 

that he was prejtaring to descend ; and as a 

# 

foretaste of the vehemence wherewith the 
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Highl cinders were eoniiiig, we s.aw them rnll- 
inir laro-e stones to the brow of the liill. 

In tlic nie.'inti^ne tlie house of llinrorie hav¬ 
ing been deserted by the family, tlie lady, with 
her ehildren and maidens, had fled to Lode 
or Struan, Maek;i^ ordered a party to take 
possession of it, and to post themselves at 
the windows whieh look up the hill. I was 
among those who went into the house, .and 
my station was at the eastermost wind(jw, 
in a small chamber which is entered by two 
doors,—the one ojiening from the stair-head, 
and the other from the drawing-room. In 
this situation we could see but little of the 
distribution of the army or the positions that 
Mackay was taking, for our view w;is con¬ 
fined to the face of the hill \vhert/»n the High¬ 
landers were busily preparing for their de¬ 
scent. But I saw C'laverhou.si.- on horseback 
riding to and fro, and plainly inflaming their 
valour with many a courageous gesture ; and 
as he turned and windetl his prancing war- 
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horse, his l)reastj)late blazed to the setting 
sun like a beacon on tbe hill. 

When he bad seemingly concluded his ex¬ 
hortation, tbe Iligblanders stooped forward, 
and hurled down tbe rocks which they had 
gathered for their foreruniters ; and while the 
stones came lea})ing and bounding with a 
noise like thunder, the men followed in thick 
and se])arate bands, and Mackay gave the 
signal to commence firing. 

We saw from the wimlows many of the 
Highlanders, at the first volley, stagger and 
fall, but the others came furiously down; 
and before the soldiers had titnc to stick their 
bayonets into their guns, the broad swords of 
the Clansmen hewed hundreds to the ground. 

Within a ^few minutes the battle was ge¬ 
neral between the two armies ; but the smoke 
of the firing involved all the field, and we 
could see nothing from the windows. The 
echoes of the mountains raged with the din, 
and the sounds were multiplied by them in 
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SO many different plaees, that we could not 
tell where the fi<;ht was hottest. The whole 
country around i^’sounded as with the uproar 
of a universal battle. 

, I felt the passion of my sjhrit return; I 
•Kould no longer restrain myself, nor remain 
where I was. Snatehin/f iij) niy carabine, I 
left my aetionless post at the window, and 
hurried down stairs, and out of the hou.se. 
I saw by the flashes through the .smoke, that 
the firing was spreading down into the plain 
where the baggage was stationed, and l)y this 
I knew that there was some movement in the 
battle; but wliellier the Highlanders or the 
Covenanters were shifting their grountl, 1 
could not discover, for the valley was filled 
with smoke, anil it was only at.times that a 
sword, like a glance ofglightning, could be 
seen in the cloud wherein the thunders and 
tempest of the conflict were raging. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

As I stood on the brow of the bank in front 
of Ilinrorie-house, a gentle breathing of the 
evening air turned the smoke like the travel¬ 
ling mist of the hills, and opening it here 
:uid there, I had glimpses of the fighting. 
Sometimes I saw the Highlanders driving the 
Covenanters down the steep, and sometimes 
I beheld them in their turn on tlie ground 
endeavouring to protect their unbonnetted 
heads with their targets, but to whom the 
victory was,to be given I could discern no 
sign; and I said oto myself, the prize at 
hazard is the liberty of the land and the 
Lord; surely it shall not be permitted to the 
champion of lamdage to prevail. 

A stronger breathing of the gale came rush- 

2 
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ing along, and tin.' skirts of tlif smoke wlierc 
tile Imggage st(«)d were blown aside, and I 
belle kl inanv ( )f t^e Ilig lilaiiders among the 
waggons pliinilering and ti'aring. 'I’lien 1 
huard a great shouting on the right, and knik- 
ing that wav, I saw the ehildren of tlie ('ove- 
nant Heeing in reinn/mts across the lower 
plain, and making toward the i'Imt. Pre¬ 
sently I also saw Mackay with two regiments, 
all that kept the order of disci])line, also in 
the plain. He hael lost the battle. Claver- 
house had won; and the mattered firing, 
which was continued by a few, was to my 
ears as the rivetting of the shackles on t In¬ 
arms of ptHir Scotland for ever. My grief 
was unspeakable. 

I ran to and fro on the brow of the hill— 
and I stampt with rny fi'iJt—and I lieat my 
breast—and I rubbed my liands with the 
frenzy of despair—and I threw myself on the 
ground—and all the sufferings of which I have 
written returneil upon me—and I starlet! uj) 
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and I cried aloud the blasphemy of the fool, 
“ There is no God.” 

But scarcely had the dreadful words es- 
tuiped iny j)rofaue lips, wlien I heard, as it 
were, thunders in the heavens, and the voiecf 
of an oracle crying in tlie ears of iny souf^ 
“ The victory of this day is given into thy 
hands!” and stranffc wonder and awe fell 
upon me, and a mighty spirit entered into 
mine, and I felt as if I was in that moment 
clothed with tlie armour of divine might. 

I took up my carabine, which in these 
transports had fallen from my hand, and I 
went round the gable of tlic liouse into the 
garden—ami I saw Claverhouse with several 
of liis officers coming along tlie ground by 
which our hosts had marched to their posi¬ 
tion—and ever ancF anon turning round and 
exhorting his men to follow him. It was evi¬ 
dent he was making for the Pass to intercept 
our scattered fugitives from escaping that way. 

The garden in whicli I then stood was sur- 
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roui)(ie(l l)v a low wall. A small w<H)^,i..ji<R)| lay 
on the outside, lH'twe< n whieli and the <;arden 
I perceived that (’kMahoiise woidd pass, 

I prepared my flini and i xamined my (ire- 
hxk, and I walki'd^towards tln' lop of the 
f'aTOen with a firm ste]). 'i'la j;ioimd was 
buoyant to niv tread, and the vifronr of vouth 
was renewed'in mv a^ed limbs: I thought 
that those for whom I hiul so mourned walk¬ 
ed before me—that they smiled tind beckoned 
me to come on, ami that a jrlorious lifjht 
shone around mi'. 

Claverhouse was coming forward—several 
officers were ne:ir him, but his men were still 
a little behind, and .sitenied inclined to go 
down the hill, and he chided at their ri'hic- 
tance. I rested my carabine on the ganicn- 
wall. I bent my knee amt knelt upon the 
ground. I aimed and fired,—but when the 
smoke cleared away I beheld the oppressor 
still proudly on his war-horse. 

I loaded again, again I knelt, and again 
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rested niy car;d)ii)e upon the wall, and fired 
a second time, and was again disajjpointed. 

Then I remembered tln-jt I had not implor¬ 
ed the help of Heaven, and I j)repared for 
the third time, and when all was ready, ai|d 
Claverhonse was coming forward, I toolrnft' 
iny bonnet, and kneeling with the gun in my 
hand, cried, “ Lord, remember David and 
all bis afflictions;” and having so prayed, I 
took aim as I knelt, and Claverhouse raising 
his arm in command, I fired. In the same 
moment I IcMiked up, and there was a vision 
in the air as if all the angels of brightness, and 
the martyrs in their vestments of glory, were 
assembled on the walls and battlements of 
heaven to witness the event,—and I started up 
and cried,•“ I have delivered my native land !” 
But in the same instant I remembered to 
whom the glory was due, and falling again on 
my knees, I raised my hands and bowed my 
head as I said, “ Not mine, O Lord, but thine 
is the victory !” 
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When the smoko rolled .-nviiy I hi-lield 
Claverhouse in tlie arms of his oHieers, sink¬ 
ing from liis liorse, jjnd file hlood ilowingfrom 
a wound between ijie hreaSI-plale and tfie arm- 
pit.. The s.'ime night he was summoned to the 
amUt of ills erinies. 

It was not ol)served hj thi- otfieers from 
wliat quarter the .summoning ixilt ol’ jusliee 
came,hut thinking it w.isfroni the liou.sc. ( very 
window was instantly .attaeked, while 1 delilx - 
i-ately retired from the spot,—and, till the 
protectioti of llie darkness enabled me to make 
my e.scape across the thirv, .'ind over the iiills 
in the direction I saw iNIaekay and the rem¬ 
nants of tile flock taking, I conce.ded myself 
among the hushes aiui rocks that overhung 
the violent stream of the (iirnaig. 

Thus was my avenging \im' fuililled,—and 
thus was my native land delivered from liond- 
age. For a time yet there may he ru¬ 
mours and hl<x)dshed, Init they will prove as 
the wreck which the waves roll to the shore 
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after a tempest. The fortunes of the papistical 
Stuarts are foundered forever. Never again 
in this land shall any king, of his own caprice 
and ])rerogative, dare to violate the conscience 
of the people. 

Quharistt &ih November 1696. 
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It does not .seem to be, as yet, very j^enenillv 
understood by the critics in the South, tliat, 
independently of phraseolojjy, there is such an 
idiomatic difference in the structure of tlie na¬ 
tional dialects of Kn^hind and Scotland, that 
very fjootl Scotch mitfht be couelied in the 
purest English terms, and without the employ¬ 
ment of a single Scottish word. 

In reviewing the ^leinoirs of that worshipful 
personage, Provost Pawkie, some obj<-ction ha* 
been made to the style, as being neither Scotch 
nor English,—not Scotch, because thf words are 
English,—and not English, ♦(ccause the forms 
of speech are Scottish. \\'hat lias been thus 
regardetl as a fault by some, others aerjuainted 
with the peculiarities of the language may be 
led to consider as a beauty. 
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But however j)roj)er the Scottish dialect uiay 
have I)ee7i in a coni 2 )ositioii so local as “ Tjik 
P novosT,” it may he iirgcd^that, in a work like 
ilie i)rcscnt, where somethinjr oi‘ a historical 
I'haractcr is attemjit.ed, the Enfflish language 
would liave been a more dignified vehicle. Why 
it should be so is not very obvious ; at all events, 
tile Author thinks the style he has adopted, in 
expressing sentiments and feelings entirely Scot¬ 
tish, ought not to be objected to in point of good 
taste. Should the objection, however, be made, 
he has an answer in the words of the celebrated 
Titian:— 

It happened one day, says Antonio Perez in 
his Memoirs, that Francisco de Vargas, amhas- 
siidor from Charles V. to the Rejinblic of Venice, 
remonstrated with the painter again.st his broad 
and coarse pencilling, so unlike the delicate 
touches of the griMt artists of that time :—“ Se- 
nor,” replied Titian, “ yo desconfie de llegar a 
la delicadeza y primor del pinzel de Michael 
Angelo, Urbino, Corregio, y Parmisano, y que 
<]uando bien llegasse, scria estimado tras ellos, 6 
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tenido por iinitador dellos ; y la aiiil)i<|'i(>n natural, 
no menus a mi Arte que a las otras, me hizo 
echar por eamiiio mievo, que me hiziesse eelebre 
en algo, conio los otros lo I'ueron j)or el (pie sig- 
nieron.” 

■ Another misconeeption also prevails in the 
Soiith, with respec t to the Scottish political cha¬ 
racter. From tile time of the North Jiriton of 
the unprineijiled ^Vilkes, a notion ha.s heen en¬ 
tertained that the moral spine in Scotland is 
more flexible than in Kngland. The truth how¬ 
ever is, that an elementary differenee e.\ista in 
the public feelings of the two nations cpiite as 
great as in the idioms of their respc'ctive dia¬ 
lects. The Fnglish are a justice-loving people, 
according to charter and statute ; the Seotrh 
are a wrong-resenting race, according to right 
and feeling; and the character of lih^Tty among 
them takes its aspect I'rom th|t peculiarity. 

Colonel .Stew.irt, in his curious and complete 
work on the iiighlamis, has shown, that even 
the clans, among whom the doctrines and affec¬ 
tions of hereditary right are still cherished more 
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than ever they were in England at any period, 
hold themselves free to change their chieftains. 
It is so with the nation in general. Monarchy is 
an indestructible principle in our notions of 
civil government ; and though we anciently ex¬ 
ercised the right of changing our kings prefty 
freely, Cromwell found it necessary to overrun 
the kingdom with an army to obtain the grudged 
acquiescence which was yielded to the Anglo- 
Republican phantasy of his time. But in our 
natural attachment to monarchy and its various 
gradations, and in the homages which we in con¬ 
sequence freely perform, it does not follow that 
there should be any unmanly humility. On the 
contrary, servile loyalty is comparatively rare 
among us, and it was in England that the 
Stuarts first dabbd to broach the doctrine of the 
divine right of kings. 

The two most iq?portant public documents ex¬ 
tant show the difference between the national cha¬ 
racter of the Scotch and of the English people in 
a very striking light. In dictating Magna Charts 
to the tyrant John, the English barons implied. 
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that if lie observed the eonditions, they would 
obey him in all things else. Hut '^le Seottish 
nobles, in their Reinon.strance to the ro|>e, de¬ 
clared, that they considered even their great 
and glorious Robert Bruee to bf on his good 
behaviour. 

The Remonstrance not being generally known, 
a translation is subjoined, of the time of Ringan 
Gilhaize—the sacred original is in the Register 
Office. 


TRANSLATION. 

To our most holy Father in Christ, and our 
Lord, John, by the divine providence, Chief 
Bishop of the most Holy Roman ainl Universal 
Church, your humble and devoted sons, Duncan 
Earl of Fyfe, Thomas Randolph K^rl of Mur¬ 
ray, Lord Mannia and Anijandale, Patrick de 
Dumbar Earl of March, Malisius Earl of Strath- 
em, Malcolm Earl of Lennox, William Earl of 
Ross, Magnus Earl of Caithness and Orkney, 
WiUiam Earl of Sutherland, Walter Stew ard of 
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Scotland, William de Soules Buttelarius of 
Scotland, James Lord Douf^las, Roger de Mow¬ 
bray, David Lord Brechin, David de Grahame,, 
Ingleraimis de Umfraville, John de Monteith 
Warder of the county of Monteith, Alexander 
Frazer, Gilbert de Hay Oonstable of Scotland, 
Robert de Keith Marishal of Scotland, Henry 
de Sancto Claro, John de Graham, David de 
Lyndsay, William Oliphant, Patrick de Graham, 
John de Fenton, William de Abernethie, David 
de Weyms, William de Monto fixo, Fergus de 
Ardrossao, Eustachius de Maxwel, William de 
Ramsay, William de Monte-alto, Allan de Mur¬ 
ray, Donald Cam])bel, John Camburn, Reginald 
le Chene, Alexander de Scton, Andrew de Les- 
celyne, and Alexander Straton, and the rest of 
the Barons and Freeholders, and whole Commu¬ 
nity, or Copnnons of the kingdom of Scotland, 
send all manner of ^^ilial Reverence, with devout 
ki.s.ses of your blessed and happy feet. 

Most holy Father and Lord, we know and 
gather from ancient Acts and Records, that in 
every famous nation, this of Scotland hath been 
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celebrat with many praises: this nation having 
come from Sc 3 rthia the greater, tlirough the 
Tuscan Sea, and by Hercules Pillars, and lia\ ing 
for many ages tiiken its residence in Sp.iin in 
tlie midst of a most fierce people, could never 
be brought in subjevtion by any jteople, how 
barbarous soever: And having removed from 
those parts, abov'e 12(K1 years after the coming 
of the Israelites out of Egj'pt, did by many 
victories and much toil, obtain the parts in the 
West, which they still possess, having expelled 
the Britons, and intirely r(K)tcd out the Piets, 
notwithstanding of the frequent assaidts and in¬ 
vasions they met with from the Xorwj’gians, 
Danes, end English; and these j)arts and pos¬ 
sessions they have always retained free from all 
manner of servitude, and subjection, as ancient 
histories do witness. 

This kingdom hath been govem’<l by an unin¬ 
terrupted succession of 11.1 kings, ail of our own 
native and royal sUK'k, without the intervening 
of any stranger. 

The true nobility and merits of these our 
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princes and people are very remarkable, from 
this one consideration, (tho’ there were no other 
evidence for it,) that the King of kings, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, after his passion and resurrection, 
honored tliem as it were the first (though living 
in the utmost ends of the,parth,) with a call to 
his most holy Faith ; neither would our Saviour 
have them confirmed in the Christian Faith, by 
any other instrument than his own first Apostle 
(tho’ in order the second or third,) St Andrew, 
tlic most worthy brother of the blessed Peter, 
wln)ni h" would always have to be over us, as 
our patron or protector. 

Ujron the weighty consideration of tltese things, 
the most lioly Fathers your predecessors did, witli 
many great and singular favours and privileges, 
fence and secure this kingdom and people, as 
being the peculiar charge and care of the brother 
of St Peter; so that our nation hath hitherto 

t 

lived in freedom and cjuietness under their pro¬ 
tection, till tlic magnificent King Edward, father 
to the present king of England, did under the 
colour of friendship, and allyance, or confedera- 
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cic, with innumerable opjire.saiun.s, infest us who 
minded no fraud or deceit, at a time wlieii wc 
were without a kiiiff or liead, and wlien the 
people were uiiaeqtiainted with wars and inva- 
sions. It is impossible for aiu' whose own ex¬ 
perience hath not informed him to describe, or 
fully to understand, the injuries, blood, and 
violence, the dej)redations and lire, the inij)rison- 
ments of prelates, the burning, slaughter, and 
robberie conmiitted ujion holy persons and reli¬ 
gious houses, and a vast multitude of other bar¬ 
barities, wliich tliat king execute on this people, 
without sparing of any sex, or age, religion, or 
order of men whatsoever. 

But at length it pleased God, who oidy can 
heal after wounds, to restore us to libertie, from 
these innumerable calamities, by our most Se¬ 
rene Prince, King and Lord, Hubert, who for the 
delivering of his people and his own rightful 
inheritance from the enemies hand, did, like 
another Josua, or Jlaccabeiis, mo.st cheerfully 
undergo all manner of toyle, fatigue, lu.'rdship, 
and hazard. The Divine Providence, the right 
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of succession by the laws and customs of the 
kingdom (which we will defend till death,) and 
the due and lawful consent, and assent of all the 
people, made him our king and prince. To him 
we are obliged and resolved to adhere in all 
things, both upon the accijunt of his right and 
his own merit, as being the person who hath 
restored the people’s safety, in defence of their 
liberties. But after all, if this prince shall leave 
the principles he hath so nobly pursued, and 
consent that we or our kingdom be subjected to 
the king or the people of England, we will im¬ 
mediately endeavour to expel him, as our enemy, 
and as the subverter both of his own and our 
rights, and will make another king, who will 
defend our liberties: for, so long as there shall 
but one hundred of us remain alive, we will 
never subject ourselves to the dominion of the 
English. For it is not glory, it is not riches, 
neither is it honour, but it is libertie alone that 
we fight and contend for, which no honest man 
will lose but with his life. 

For these reasons, most Reverend Father and 
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Lord, we do with most earnest prayers; from our 
bended knees and hearts, beg and entreat your 
Holiness, that you ^nay l)e pleased with a sincere 
and cordial piety to consider, that with Him, 
whose \'icar on earth you iire, tliere is no respect 
nor distinction of Jl-w nor Greek, Scots nor 
English, and that with a tender and fatlierly eye 
you may look upon the calamities and straits 
'brought upon us and the Church of G(k 1 by the 
English, and that you may admonish, and ex¬ 
hort tlie king of England (wJio may well rest 
satisfied with In's own possessions, since that 
kingdom of old used to be sufficient for seven 
or more kings) to suffer us to live at peace in 
that narrow spot of Scotlami, beyond which we 
have no habitation, since we desire nothing but 
our own ; and we on our ]>arts, as far as we are 
able, with respect to our own condition, shall 
effectually agree to him in e>j(.'ry thing that may 
procure our (piiet. 

It is your concernment, most Holy Father, U> 
interpose in this, when you see how far the vio¬ 
lence and barbarity of the Pagans is let loose 
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against Cliristendom for punishing of the sins of 
the Christians, and how much tliey dayly en¬ 
croach upon the Christian Territories : And it is 
your interest to notice, that tliere be no ground 
given for reflecting on your memory, if you 
should suffer any part of the church to come 
under a scandal or eclipse (which we pray God 
may prevent) during your time. 

Let it 'therefore please your Holiness, to exv 
hort the Christian princes, not to make the wals 
betwixt them and their neighbours a pretext for 
not going to the relief of the Holy Land,,since 
that is not the true cause of the impediment: 
The truer ground of it is, that they have a much 
nearer prospect of advantage, and far less oppo¬ 
sition, in the subduing of their weaker neigh¬ 
bours. And God (who is ignorant of nothing) 
knows, wifh how much cheerfulness both our 
king and we woj|'d go thither, if the king of 
England would leave us in peace, as we do 
hereby testify and declare to the Vicar of Christ, 
and to all Christendom. 

But, if your Holiness shall be too credulous of 
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the Enplisli niisroprcsentiitiims, and not jjivc firm 
credit to what we have said, nor desist to favour 
the Enfflish to our destruction, we must believe 
that the J\rost Ilif^li will lay to your eliartre all 
the blood lost of souls, and other calamities that 
shMl follow on either hand, betwixt us and them. 

Your Holiness in granting our just desires, 
will oblifje us in everie case, where our dutie 
A^l require it, to endeavour your satisfaction, 
as Jtecomes the obedient sons of tlie Vicar of 
Christ. 

We commit the defence of our cause to him 
who is the Sovereign King and Judge ; we cast 
the burden of our cares upon him, and hope for 
such an issue as may give strength and courage 
to us, and bring our enctnies to notliing. The 
Most High Goil long jtreserve your .Serenity and 
Holiness to his lioly Church. 

Given at the Jlonasterie o^Alterbrothock in 
Scotland, the sixth day of April, in tlie year of 
Grace M.CCCXX. and of our said king's reign, 
the XV. year. 


THK ESI). 



I^INBUBGH: 
IMUKTED BT OLIVER A BOYD, 
UlOlI STREET. 







